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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Equality Impact Assessment: 
A process which involves an examination of the impact of policies on various groups as defined by section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998. It involves consideration of available data and research, consideration of measures which might

mitigate any adverse impact, formal consultation and monitoring for adverse impact in the future.

New TSN: 
The New Targeting Social Need Policy recognises and seeks to reduce inequalities in the life experiences of citizens in terms of poverty, health, housing, educational and economic opportunity and disability.

A Shared Future:
Government’s “A Shared Future” policy and strategy framework for good relations in Northern Ireland, published in March 2005, sets out the Government’s vision for the future of Northern Ireland:  a peaceful, prosperous, stable and fair society firmly founded on the achievement of reconciliation, tolerance and mutual trust and the protection and vindication of human rights for all. The founding principles of partnership, equality and mutual respect ensure a basis for good relationships. The publication of the policy sets out Government’s of  aim establishing over time a shared society defined by a culture of tolerance. A normal, civic society, in which all individuals are considered as equals, which respects diversity and where violence is an illegitimate means to resolve differences, but where differences are resolved through dialogue in the public sphere. The policy outlines realistically the scale of the challenge and that good relations will build on the significant progress of the equality agenda.
Annexes

A 
Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework

B
Summary of consultation responses to the draft Framework

C
List of consultees to whom notification of the EQIA consultation has been issued 

D
Questionnaire on the Northside Urban Village draft Regeneration Framework, Equality Impact Assessment
1. Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998

1.1 Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 (“the 1998 Act”) requires public

authorities, in carrying out their functions relating to Northern Ireland, to have

due regard to the need to promote equality of opportunity between—

· persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital status or sexual orientation;

· men and women generally;

· persons with a disability and persons without; and

· persons with dependants and persons without.

1.2 Section 75 also requires public authorities to have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between persons of different religious belief, political opinion or racial group.

1.3 The primary function of an Equality Impact Assessment is to assess the extent of differential impact of policy on section 75 categories, and groups within those categories, and to determine whether that impact is adverse, i.e. whether the policy negatively affects people within one or more of the equality groups.

1.4 In accordance with Schedule 9 to the 1998 Act the Department for Social

Development (“the Department”) has produced an Equality Scheme which explains how it will implement its obligations under section 75. A copy of the Scheme, which was approved by the Equality Commission on 15 March 2001, is available on the Department’s website at www.dsdni.gov.uk. Copies are also available in printed form and, on request, in alternative formats such as Braille, large print, disc, audio cassette and in minority languages to meet the needs of those who are not fluent in English from Departmental headquarters through a request to -

The Office of the Permanent Secretary

5th Floor

Lighthouse Building

1 Cromac Place

Gasworks Business Park

Ormeau Road

Belfast BT7 2JB

The EQIA process 

1.5 It is essential that the Department is in a position to assess the impact on

equality of opportunity of the proposals being made for the regeneration of the North West Quarter Part 2, via the publication of the  Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework.  

1.6 When undertaking an EQIA, the Department closely follows the Guidance

published by the Equality Commission in April 2001 (revised 2005). This

recommends that there should be seven steps in the EQIA process :

Step 1 : Definition of the aims of the policy

Step 2 : Consideration of available data and research

Step 3 : Assessment of potential and actual impacts

Step 4 : Consideration of measures

Step 5 : Formal consultation

Step 6 : Decision and publication of the results of the EQIA

Step 7 : Monitoring for adverse impact.

1.7 This report has been written primarily to provide information to

consultees during the formal consultation phase and includes the

findings of the first 4 steps of the process. The action to be taken under

the remaining 3 steps is also outlined in the report.
2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2.1 On 24 April 2008, the Minister for Social Development launched a Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework (see Annex A) for public consultation; the consultation period ended on 30th June 2008.

Vision

2.2 Government’s vision is to strengthen Belfast City Centre as Northern Ireland’s primary regional shopping destination providing a high quality, safe urban environment, which is attractive to investors, employees residents and tourists. The vision for the North West Quarter is to create a revitalised mixed use quarter which optimises the area’s economic, tourism and leisure potential, creates appropriate new shopping development and levers potential benefit to the adjoining residential communities in North and West Belfast.

2.3 DSD’s vision for physical development of the proposed ‘Northside Urban Village’ in Part 2 of the North West Quarter is:

To build on the strong historic character and rich community life of the area by

encouraging the development of a high quality urban form which complements

the richness and scale of existing buildings and brings vitality to the area.

Urban blocks which front onto the main streets will be strengthened and

historic buildings converted for higher value uses. Building facades will be

improved and a network of safe, green and attractive pedestrian routes

provided to encourage economic prosperity to the area.
2.4 The Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework published in April 2008 outlines proposed supplementary guidance to the Department for Social Development’s (DSD) Regeneration Policy Statement for Belfast City Centre (‘the RPS’) and sets out further guidance on the proposed range, mix and location of uses for the North West Quarter Part 2 area of Belfast City Centre, to stimulate the regeneration of the area. The study area comprises the neighbourhoods of Brown’s Square, Carrick Hill and Press/Library Quarters.
3. CONSULTATION

3.1 Following the launch of the Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework in April 2008 the Department sought the views of interested parties in Northern Ireland. Responses to the Draft Regeneration Framework will be used to inform the final version of the Framework which will be adopted as supplementary guidance to the Regeneration Policy Statement for Belfast City Centre 2004. A summary of the consultation responses received is attached at Annex B

3.2 We now welcome further comments on any aspect of the proposals described in this document, specifically around the issue of whether the Draft Regeneration Framework needs to be adapted to ensure greater equality of opportunity. A questionnaire is included at Annex D which can be used to formulate your response.

3.3 The consultation period relating to the EQIA begins on 11th August 2008 and will run until 31st October 2008. Responses should be made within that period to: 
Department for Social Development

Belfast City Centre Regeneration Directorate

2nd Floor, Lesley House

25 Wellington Place

Belfast BT1 6GD

Tel 028 90 277625

Fax 02890 277655

Email: Business.SupportUnit@dsdni.gov.uk
3.4 Additional copies of this document (and the Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework) may be obtained from the above address. This document is also available in a number of alternative formats. Please contact us if this current format does not meet your needs.

Decision and Publication of Report

3.5 The final document will be prepared following consideration of the comments received during the consultation process. Thereafter the assessment will be produced in final form.

3.6 Copies of the final assessment will be sent to all consultees who participated in the consultation process. It will also be made available on the internet and in hard copy on request.


3.7 A list of those consulted is included at the end of this document (Annex C). If you have any suggestions for others who may wish to be involved in this process, please contact us

4. CONTEXT

4.1 DSD’s policy objective for regeneration, in pursuance of the Department’s statutory authority, is to promote and implement a comprehensive approach to tackling social, economic and physical regeneration and redressing disadvantage in cities and towns across Northern Ireland.

4.2 DSD’s statutory regeneration authority derives from: Part VII of the Planning (NI)

Order 1991 (as amended by the Planning (Amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 2003, Article 31), which provides the legislative basis for comprehensive development schemes, land acquisition and disposal of land, and the extinguishment of public rights of way; and the Social Need (NI) Order 1986, which provides the statutory basis for granting financial assistance to projects in areas of special social need and undertaking environmental improvement schemes. The statutory powers referred to above are exercised in the public interest by DSD to assist in the assembly and vesting of lands for the purpose of comprehensive development. DSD’s powers are exercised in accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights and the Human Rights Act 1998. In exercising its powers, the Department also has a duty to promote equality of opportunity as required by Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 and to give regard to the Northern Ireland Executive’s New TSN objectives in relation to combating unemployment and increasing employability. 

4.3 DSD therefore plays a central role in developing and co-ordinating the implementation of urban regeneration programmes throughout Northern Ireland including Belfast City Centre. The Department’s approach to the regeneration of Belfast City Centre will be in adherence with its statutory authority and having regard to the regeneration policy objectives, priorities and plans set out in the DSD Belfast City Centre Regeneration Policy Statement (RPS) published in April 2004. The objectives for the North West Quarter Masterplan are set out in paragraphs 34-43 of the RPS. The RPS also makes clear the other key Northern Ireland Executive policies that are relevant to the exercise of DSD’s statutory authority.

4.4 In taking forward the regeneration of this area, DSD proposes to promote the area as the ‘Belfast City Centre Northside Urban Village’. DSD believes that this designation conveys our vision to build on the historic character and rich community life of this area on the edge of Belfast City Centre by creating a new urban village with the potential to improve the quality of life, well-being and prosperity of those who live in the area. 

4.5 A central theme is the need to reclaim shared space in city and town centres. Government is firmly of the view that city and town centres in Northern Ireland should be safe and welcoming places for all. As more and more centres are striving to promote day and night economies we need to ensure that they are safe and attractive to those who seek to access services. In some areas, though not all, there is a tendency to mark centres, arterial routes and other main thoroughfares with flags and symbols. This weakens the economic and commercial vitality of these centres and often acts as a barrier to investment and trade and as a chill factor to many people who would otherwise visit.
4.6 DSD commissioned GVA Grimley in July 2004 to undertake the preparation of the North West Quarter Masterplan. The Masterplan has been prepared in two parts. The North West Quarter Part 1 Masterplan was adopted by DSD in August 2005 and sets out DSD’s vision for the proposed redevelopment of the CastleCourt shopping centre. Initial conclusions on the regeneration of the North West Quarter Part 2 area were published by DSD in the ‘Baseline Issues Report’ in November 2006. This report:

· set out the views put to GVA Grimley by stakeholders in the area;

· identified the key socio-economic issues facing the area; and,

· provided a framework of potential actions and linkages to shape the eventual regeneration approach for the area.

4.7 Fifty-six representations were received by DSD on the ‘Baseline Issues Report’. DSD has given careful consideration to these representations in preparing the Draft Regeneration Framework document. DSD’s response to the representations has been published on the DSD website, which can be accessed via the following link

www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/consultations.htm 

4.8 The work completed by GVA Grimley provides the basis for the Draft Regeneration Framework for the proposed ‘Northside Urban Village’. DSD proposes that the future regeneration of the North West Quarter Part 2 area should be taken forward within the context of the Draft Regeneration Framework rather than through a masterplan approach. DSD is of the view that a framework approach to regeneration better suits the needs of the area as it will provide for phased implementation over a number of years based upon market response to development opportunities and the availability of funding. In implementing the framework, DSD would aim to select a preferred developer or a consortium of developers with experience in delivering inner-city regeneration.

5. AIMS OF THE NORTHSIDE URBAN VILLAGE DRAFT REGENERATION FRAMEWORK

5.1 The Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework published in April 2008 sets out proposed supplementary guidance to the Department for Social Development’s (DSD) Regeneration Policy Statement for Belfast City Centre (‘the RPS’), adopted by the Department in April 2004. It sets out further guidance on the proposed range, mix and location of uses for the North West Quarter Part 2 area of Belfast City Centre, to maximise the physical, social and economic regeneration of the area. The North West Quarter Part 2 area comprises the neighbourhoods of Brown’s Square, Carrick Hill and Press/Library Quarters.
Concept Plan 

5.2 The Draft Regeneration Framework includes a Concept Plan, which has been prepared to illustrate in broad terms how the physical regeneration vision for the area can be taken forward for each of the character zones. The purpose of the Concept Plan is to focus on the character areas and outline how local connections can be improved, built edges strengthened and the manner in which the area can interact with the surrounding area through regeneration as a new city centre urban village.

5.3 Character areas have been defined that respond to the existing urban structure and uses and their location within the wider city area, as follows: - 
· Library/Press Quarter - is proposed as a location for urban living combined with an evening economy that will attract creative industries, social economy enterprises, tourism, cultural and arts development;  

· Browns Square and Carrick Hill residential areas - ’City edge’ living is proposed for in the Browns Square and Carrick Hill residential areas.  Their close proximity to the city centre means that these areas can be considered to be part of a wider ‘walkable neighbourhood’;  

· Millfield – the area to the north of Castle Street, including the current Belfast Metropolitan College campus, is recognised as a location for education and employment. 

Potential benefits of Framework

5.4 In addition to an enhanced urban environment, the Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework has the potential to deliver the following benefit within the North West Quarter Part 2: -

· 827 residential units with 20% of these designated for affordable including social housing

· 23,100 sq m of offices for business use

· 8,100 sq m for retail, leisure and restaurant use;

· 2,750 sq m for educational use and

· 1700 jobs.
6. CONSIDERATION OF AVAILABLE DATA AND RESEARCH
6.1 Robust data on some of the section 75 categories on which the draft framework will have an impact are not available (specifically the “sexual orientation” and “political opinion” categories) whilst primary data is not available for the “Persons with a disability and persons without” category. However, relevant, primary and secondary information/data is available at various levels which can be applied to some of the Section 75 categories. The Census information available at the lowest level (Output Area) for areas 95GG400007, 95GG350005 and 95GG350004 correspond closely to the three districts of Browns Square, Carrick Hill and land to the north of North Street (which is largely made up the Press/Library Quarter area).

6.2 The Table below focuses on the profiles for these three output areas/geographical areas 

	
	Brown’s Square

(95GG400007)
	Carrick Hill

(95GG350005)
	Land north of North Street

(95GG350004)

	Population/No of Households
	217 Population

124 Households
	296 Population

126 Households
	276 Population

118 Households

	Ethnic Group
	217 White
	294 White
	271 White

3 Irish Traveller

3 Mixed

	Country of birth


	N Ireland: 201

England: 9

Scotland: 4

Other EU: 3
	N Ireland: 287

Republic of Ireland: 7
	N Ireland: 264

England: 3 

Republic of Ireland: 5

Other EU: 4

	Community Background
	Catholic: 7

Protestant/Other Christian: 204

Other Religions/ philosophies: 3 

None: 4


	Catholic: 261

Protestant/Other Christian: 29

None: 6
	Catholic: 258

Protestant/Other Christian: 14

None: 3

	Age profile


	0-4: 6

5-7: 3

8-9: 4

10-14: 15

15: 3

16-17: 0

18-19: 5

20-24:11

25-29: 8

30-44: 44

45-59: 48

60-64: 18

65-74: 34

75-84: 17

85-89: 3

=/>90: 0


	0-4: 10

5-7: 19

8-9: 8

10-14: 31

15: 6

16-17: 13

18-19: 10

20-24:17

25-29: 15

30-44: 46

45-59: 48

60-64: 20

65-74: 36

75-84: 13

85-89: 4

=/>90: 0
	0-4: 14

5-7: 11

8-9: 3

10-14: 17

15: 6

16-17: 7

18-19: 15

20-24:23

25-29: 21

30-44: 45

45-59: 52

60-64: 16

65-74: 27

75-84: 13

85-89: 6

=/>90: 0

	Marital Status


	Persons over 16:  187

Single/Never Married: 61

Married: 61

Remarried: 8

Separated (but legally Married): 19 

Divorced: 18

Widowed: 20


	Persons over 16: 220

Single/Never Married: 107

Married: 35

Remarried: 0

Separated (but legally Married): 35 

Divorced: 14

Widowed: 27
	Persons over 16: 

225

Single/Never Married: 122

Married: 56

Remarried: 3

Separated (but legally Married): 17 

Divorced: 5

Widowed: 22

	Population over 65
	25%
	18%
	17%

	Men/Women


	Men: 108

Women:109
	Men: 138

Women:158
	Men: 124

Women:152

	Persons with a limiting long term illness
	78
	105
	94

	Households with =/> 1 person with a limiting long term illness
	69
	83
	69

	Not good health


	23.5%
	28%
	23%

	Persons providing

Unpaid Care


	24
	33
	22

	Loan Parent


	12

Male: 3 Female: 9 
	26

Male: 3 Female: 23
	16

Female: 16 

	Household Composition


	With Dependants: 24

Without: 99
	With Dependants: 41

Without: 86
	With Dependants: 38

Without: 82


(Source Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service (NINIS))
7. ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS

Religious Belief and Political Opinion

7.1 The Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework does not make any direct provision in relation to religious belief or political opinion. Data from the Northern Ireland Census 2001 show that a higher proportion of the population is from a Catholic community background in the Carrick Hill (88%) and in the land to the north of North Street (93%), whilst the Browns Square area has a higher proportion from a Protestant community background (94%). Overall, the religious breakdown of the entire study area shows that c31% of the population is from a Protestant community background, whilst c67% is from a Catholic community background. Data on political opinion is only available on a District Electoral Area and is not sufficiently detailed to permit analysis at levels relevant to the North West Quarter (part 2) study area. 

7.2 Nevertheless, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have a differential impact on either of the two main communities, or on any other minority community for that matter. The benefits of the Regeneration Framework are not specifically aimed at any one section of the community and in keeping with Government’s “Shared Future” policy and strategy framework for good relations in Northern Ireland and the Department’s Regeneration Policy Statement for Belfast City Centre (2004) one of the key aims of the framework is to protect and use the neutral space in the city centre to help create inclusive communities and a skilled and adaptable workforce able to contribute to and share the benefits of sustainable economic growth.  

7.3 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will not be targeted to either of the two communities (or any other) exclusively and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda. 

7.4 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all.

Racial Group

7.5 The data above prove that the overwhelming majority of people living in the Northside Urban Village are from a “White” ethnic background, with small numbers recorded as “Irish Travellers” (3 persons) and “Mixed” (3 persons). 

7.6 Other data reflected in the table above confirm that the vast majority of residents in the area were born in Northern Ireland, with a minority of residents being born in the Republic of Ireland, England, Scotland and other EU countries.

7.7 Nevertheless, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have a differential impact on any of the racial groups living in the study area. As stated previously, the benefits of the Regeneration Framework are not specifically aimed at any one section of the community, or racial group, and one of the key aims of the framework is to protect and use the neutral space in the city centre to help create inclusive communities and a skilled and adaptable workforce able to contribute to and share the benefits of sustainable economic growth.  

7.8 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will not be targeted to any one (or more) racial group in particular and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda. 

7.9 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all.

Age

7.10 The data above show a wide range of Ages exist in term of the population of the Northside Urban Village Area. It is noted that 38% of the population of the area is aged within the range 0-29, whilst c36%c fall within the range 30 – 59 and c26% within the 60 – 89 range. A further observation is that 80% of the population of the area is above the minimum working age of 16.

7.11 Some of the associated benefits (jobs, improved leisure/socialising provision etc) of the Draft Regeneration Framework will be targeted at the local adult population (16 and over) as residents under the age of 16 would not legally be entitled to avail directly of benefits, such as full-time jobs and access to/use of bar/club facilities. However, younger children will undoubtedly benefit from the employment activity of their parents, guardians and other family members, whilst improvements to the urban environment/public realm will benefit everyone including children. 

7.12 In addition, the rejuvenation of the area envisaged under the Northside Regeneration Framework and the homes envisaged therein will positively impact on all residents of the area, adults and children alike.

Marital Status

7.13 The data in the table above shows that 290 of the 632 people over the age of 16 who live in the study area are single and have never been married,  218 are married, 8 are remarried, 71 are separated, but legally married, 37 are divorced and 69 are widowed.

7.14 Nevertheless, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have a differential impact on account of an individual/group’s marital status living in the study area. 

7.15 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will not be targeted to anyone on account of their marital status and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda .

7.16 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all.

Sexual Orientation

7.17 There is no data/information available on this Section 75 group; however, anecdotal evidence suggests that a vibrant Gay/Lesbian social scene exists in the Press/Library Quarter, with a number of bars and cafes in the area known to be frequented by the Gay/ Lesbian community.  The Draft Regeneration Framework proposes the Press/Library Quarter as a location for urban living combined with an enhanced evening economy. This should help to sustain the already vibrant Gay/Lesbian social scene in the locality.    

7.18 The potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have a differential impact on account of an individual/group’s sexual orientation. As stated previously, the benefits of the Regeneration Framework are not specifically aimed at any one section of the community and one of the key aims of the framework is to protect and use the neutral space in the city centre to help create inclusive communities and a skilled and adaptable workforce able to contribute to and share the benefits of sustainable economic growth.  

7.19 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will not be targeted to anyone on account of their sexual orientation and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda. 

7.20 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all.

Men and Women

7.21 The data in the table above shows that 370 of the resident population of the study area are male, whilst 419 are female. 

7.22 Nevertheless, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have a differential impact on account of an individual/group’s sex.

7.23 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will not be targeted to anyone on account of their sex and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda..  
7.24 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all.

Persons with a disability and persons without

7.25 Primary data aren’t available for the “Persons with a disability and persons without” Section 75 category, however, secondary data are available (and included in the chart above) which allude to the prevalence of people with and without disabilities resident in the study area. The most relevant data relates to “persons with limiting long-term illness” which shows that 277 (35%) of the resident population (of 789) have a limiting long term illness. Whilst this does not necessarily mean that each of these 277 residents is classed as “disabled”, this is the best indicator available linked to this Section 75 category.  Furthermore, the top 10% of most deprived areas in Northern Ireland, including the Carrick Hill and Brown’s Square areas, are characterised by above averaged incapacity and long term illness. The Framework acknowledges this by explicitly stating, as one of its key regeneration principles, that “social exclusion should be tackled through physical development addressing problems associated with disadvantage such as housing need, unemployment, ill health, benefit-dependency and educational under-achievement”.

7.26 In any event, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and is positive benefits for all and therefore there is no differential impact on persons with a disability and persons without. As stated previously, the benefits of the Regeneration Framework are not specifically aimed at any one section of the community and will be available to persons with a disability and those without on an equal basis.  

7.27 The residential units (including affordable housing) and any other new developments, which are potentially deliverable under the framework will be built to conform to disability legislation and will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda. 
. 

7.28 Furthermore, any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality (and disability) legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all. In addition, any new/refurbished public spaces will be of benefit to people with disabilities and will be developed taking account of accessibility issues for those people who have problems with mobility. 

Persons with dependants and persons without

7.29 Whilst the data in the table above does not show the number of persons with dependants and persons without in the study area it conveys the number of households with dependant children, and those without, in the area.  Across the study area 91 households include dependant children, whilst 267 households have no dependant children included. Further to this, there are a total of 54 lone parents living in the study area (48 female and 6 male).

7.30 However, the potential impact of the Draft Regeneration Framework and associated benefits are not considered to have differential impact on persons with dependants and those without living in the study area. As outlined above, the benefits of the Regeneration Framework are not specifically aimed at any one section of the community and will be available to persons with dependants and those without on an equal basis.  

7.31 The residential units (including affordable housing), which are potentially deliverable under the framework will be available to all on an equal basis in line with Government’s Shared Future agenda, whilst the average residential unit size proposed (80-100 sq m) provides scope for a range of property sizes ranging from studios to family housing catering for persons with dependants and those without.

7.32 In addition any new jobs which emerge from the offices, retail, educational, leisure and restaurant development will be governed by equality legislation, thus ensuring equality of opportunity for all 

Summary

7.33 The Northside Urban Village, Draft Regeneration Framework been considered in the context of its impact on the groups set out in section 75 of the 1998 Act. The Department has concluded from the data/information available that the Framework does not potentially create a differential impact for any of the Section 75 groups . However, the Department is fully committed to wide consultation, as part of the Equality Impact Assessment and would welcome the views of all interested parties in relation to the impact of the Regeneration Framework on each/any of the section 75 groups. 
7.34 Underpinned in the Draft Regeneration Framework is the obligation, under Section 75, to give regard to the promotion of good relations between persons of different religious belief, political opinion or race.  The Draft Regeneration Framework has the potential to have a positive effect on good relations by the creation of neutral spaces, leisure amenities, housing and employment opportunities accessible to all. 

8. MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS

8.1 The effects/impacts of the Northside Urban Village, Regeneration Framework on Section 75 groups will be monitored over the coming years, particularly as implementation of the key strategic projects gets underway. The framework is a conceptual document, which will form the basis for the future regeneration of the North West Quarter Part 2 area and in implementing the framework the Department will aim to select through open competition a preferred developer partner or a consortium of developers with experience in delivering inner-city regeneration, to take forward a series of catalytic projects around the central regeneration themes in the framework. The Department will be responsible for ensuring that the progress of key projects is properly monitored and that project promoters provide up-to-date and accurate monitoring information. Economic Appraisals/Business Cases relating to key projects will include reference to statutory obligations around equality of opportunity and provision for persons with disabilities in emerging development proposals.

8.2 Monitoring and evaluation information will be gathered by the Department on a

regular basis and reported in post project evaluations of individual projects which are affected in response to the Northside Urban Village Regeneration Framework.
9. CONFIDENTIALITY

9.1 The information you send us may be passed to colleagues within the

Department and published in any summary of responses received. Under the

Freedom of Information Act 2000 all information contained in your response,

including personal information, may be subject to disclosure. You may

therefore wish to limit any personal information provided or remove it

completely.

9.2 For further information regarding confidentiality please contact the Information Commissioner’s Office at—

Information Commissioner’s Office – Northern Ireland

Room 101

Regus House

33 Clarendon Dock

Laganside

Belfast BT1 3BG

Telephone: 028 9051 1270

Fax: 028 9051 1584

Email: ni@ico.gsi.gov.uk Website: http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk
