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INTRODUCTION
1.
This memo gives guidance on changes made by The Social Security (Students and Income-related Benefits) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006 (SR 2006 No. 301) (SS (Student & IRB) (Amdt) Regs (NI) 2006).


EFFECTIVE DATES
2.
The changes take effect from1

1.
the day the period of study begins, where that date is on or after 1.8.06 and before 1.9.06 or

2.
1.9.06 in any other case
1  SS (Student & IRB) (Amdt) Regs (NI) 2006, reg 1


TREATMENT OF STUDENT LOANS

Disregard for books, travel and equipment
3.
The amount of a student loan to be taken into account as student income should be reduced by

1.
£285 for travel costs1 and

2.
£361 for books and equipment2

whether or not the student has to meet the cost of the items.
1  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 57A (5) (a);  2  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 57A (5)(b)

Disregard for student fee loans
4.
Currently there is a disregard for tuition fees from a student’s grant income but not from loan income as loans have previously been for the purpose of living costs.  Changes to the student support system1 mean that from September 2006 loans for course fees will be paid directly to the university or college.  From the effective date at paragraph 2 above decision makers should also disregard2 a loan for fees, known as a fee loan or a fee contribution loan paid under specified legislation3.
1  Education (Student Support) Regs (NI) 2006, regs 16-20 & 30-31;  2  HB (Gen) Regs (NI) , reg 57AA;
3  Education (Student Support)(N Ireland) Order 1998, Art 3; Teaching & Higher Education Act 1998, sec 22; Education (Scotland) Act 1980, sec 73(f)


TREATMENT OF GRANT INCOME


Disregards

5.
Where a student does not have a student loan and is not treated as having one, the decision maker should disregard from the grant income

1.
£285 for travel costs1 and

2.
£361 for books and equipment2

whether or not the student has to meet the cost of the items.
1  HB (Gen) Regs 53 (2A) (a);  2  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), Reg 53 (2A)(b)

STUDENT SUPPORT UNDER EXISTING DISREGARDS

Higher education bursary
6.
The Higher Education Bursary1 was introduced in September 2004.  A student qualified for this bursary if he began the designated course on or after 1 September 2004.  The bursary is to cover living costs for the purpose of attending that course.  Decision makers should not disregard2 the amount of Higher Education Bursary paid to an existing student.
1  Education (Student Support) Regs (NI) 2006, reg 53;  2  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 53(1)

Special support grant

7.
The Special Support Grant1 will be introduced from 1 September 2006.  Vulnerable students who receive the Special Support Grant and are receiving income related benefits are not to be disadvantaged by the introduction of changes to the student finance system in the forthcoming academic year.  The grant is to defray the cost of books, equipment, travel or childcare incurred for the purpose of attending that course.  Decision makers should disregard2 the amount of Special Support Grant paid to students from 1 September 2006.
1  Education (Student Support) Regs (NI) 2006, reg 51;  2  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 53(2)
8.
Where a student is in receipt of a Special Support Grant and the Higher Education Establishment charges the full £3000 tuition fees, then the Higher Education Establishment must pay the student a bursary to make up the difference between the Special Support Grant and the £3000 fee.  As this bursary is for tuition fees it should be disregarded1 in full.  In addition, a Higher Education Establishment may award other grants and bursaries and these may be disregarded if they fall within the existing allowable disregards.
1  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 53(2)

Parents’ learning allowance

9.
Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit Guidance Manual C5 (student claims) 5.200 gives details of the disregard available for the parent’s learning allowance.  From the effective date at paragraph 2 above this allowance should be disregarded in full under existing disregards1.
1  HB (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 53(2B)
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