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CHANGES TO THE HOUSING BENEFIT REGULATIONS AS A RESULT OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) REGUALTIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2007 – SR 154/2007
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INTRODUCTION

1. This memo gives guidance on changes to The Housing Benefit Regulations (NI) 2006 and The Housing Benefit (Persons who have attained the qualifying age for state pension credit) Regulations (NI) 2006 as a result of amendments made by The Social Security (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007 (SR. 2007 No. 154).

COMING INTO OPERATION DATE
2. The changes should be implemented from 2 April 2007.

ENTITLEMENT TO SEVERE DISABILITY PREMIUM


Background

3. When Carer’s Allowance is awarded to a carer, entitlement to Severe Disability Premium ceases for the person who is receiving the care.  The date of the Carer’s Allowance award decision can often be several days/weeks prior to the date Carer’s Allowance is actually paid.  The current regulations are ambiguous on when the premium should stop.
4. Regulations have therefore been amended to clarify the position as to when the Severe Disability Premium should stop.  The existing term “the date the award is made” has been replaced by “the date the award is first paid”.  Thereby ensuring the disabled customer’s entitlement to Severe Disability Premium is removed from the date of issue of the first payment and not from when the decision to award Carer’s Allowance is made1.
1. HB Regs (NI), Sch 4 para 14(6); HB (SPC) Regs (NI), Sch 4 para 6(8)(a)

DIGITAL SWITCHOVER – AFFECT ON COMMUNAL SYSTEMS

Background
5. Digital Switchover is changing the UK’s television broadcasting to fully digital format through a phased switch off between 2007 and 2012. Analogue terrestrial transmission network and television equipment will need to be adapted or converted.
6. A service charge for the relay and maintenance of TV signals within a communal system is already eligible for benefit but only ordinary free to view channels and not where a satellite dish feeds the system.


The Changes

7. With effect from 2 April 2007 the regulations have been amended to provide that the Housing Benefit service charges that relate to the relay of ordinary domestic free to view channels on communal TV systems continue to be eligible for Housing Benefit, but television rental, subscription charges or the license fee will not. 1
1 HB Regs (NI), Sch 1, para1 (iii); HB (SPC) Regs (NI), Sch 1 para1 (iii)
8. The intention is that Housing Benefit should help with a service charge or an increase in a service charge concerned with the upgrade and maintenance of equipment which brings the broadcast signal into the home as part of the communal facilities of the building.  Anything beyond the plug on the wall inside the home, e.g. equipment, pay TV subscriptions, should be the responsibility of the individual.  Additional subscriptions to pay for TV services, e.g. licence and rental fees are classed as ineligible.  This includes all cable and broadband services that are not available on a free to view basis.
9. As with any eligible service charge, where you consider that the charge is excessive by comparison with similar services elsewhere you should make a deduction from the otherwise eligible charge in the normal way.
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