HB Memo 5/07

CHANGES TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PAYMENTS TO COUNCILLORS) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1999
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INTRODUCTION

1. This memo gives guidance on how changes to the Local Government (Payment to Councillors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999 as a result of amendments made by Local Government (Payments  to Councillors) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007 (SR. 2007 No. 168) effect Housing Benefit.
COMING INTO OPERATION DATE
2.
The changes should be implemented from 6 April 2007.


CHANGES TO ALLOWANCES PAID TO COUNCILLORS
3.
The changes abolish attendance allowance and introduce a dependants’ carers’ allowance.


ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE
4.
Attendance allowance is paid to councillors in respect of the performance of an approved duty.  It is treated as earnings but is being abolished and therefore will cease to have any impact on Housing Benefit1.

1  Local Government (Payments to Councillors) Regs (NI) 1999, reg 4

DEPENDANTS’ CARERS’ ALLOWANCE
5.
District Councils may pay a dependants’ carers’ allowance1 to those councillors who incur expenditure for the care of their children or dependants whilst undertaking various duties as a councillor.  This should be treated as earnings2 and the normal rules on the treatment of child care charges applied to the earnings3.
1  Local Government (Payments to Councillors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999, reg 5A;
2  HB Regs (NI), reg 32(f)(ii);  HB (SPC) Regs (NI), reg 33(1)(f)(ii);

3  HB Regs (NI), reg 25;  HB (SPC) Regs (NI), reg 29

CONTACTS

If you have any queries about this memo, please contact:

Decision Making Services


Section 1B

James House


Gasworks Business Park


Belfast

Telephone:  028 90 819188
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