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CHANGES TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (PAYMENTS TO COUNCILLORS) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1999
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INTRODUCTION

1. This memo gives guidance on how changes to the Local Government (Payments to Councillors) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999 as a result of amendments made by Local Government (Payments  to Councillors) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2007 (SR. 2007 No. 168) effect Income Support, Jobseeker’s Allowance and State Pension Credit.

COMING INTO OPERATION DATE
2.
The changes should be implemented from 6 April 2007.


DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
3.
Councillors are elected office holders and are employed earners1.  Councillors’ allowances and expenses are decided by each Council on the basis of statutory provisions and the advice of an independent remuneration panel.  The changes to Councillors’ remuneration are in the following areas

1.
basic allowance


2.
attendance allowance (until 5 April 2007 only) and


3.
childcare and dependent carers’ allowance.

1  R(IS) 6/92


BASIC ALLOWANCE
4.
This allowance has been enhanced as attendance allowance has been abolished from 6 April 2007 and can no longer be paid to members of councils.  Basic allowance is payable to all councillors

1.
for the time they devote to their work and

2.
to cover costs for which no other payment is made, for example, the use of a councillor’s home and telephone
5.
The allowance is paid at a flat rate and can be paid as a lump sum or by instalments, however it is suggested by the Department of the Environment that it could be paid on a monthly or quarterly basis.  The amount actually used for expenses will vary in each case.  Any amount used for necessary expenses is not earnings1.  Any amount paid for a councillor's time is earnings.

1  SS Ben (C of E) Regs (NI), reg 9(3)

6.
ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCE

Attendance allowance was paid to councillors for attendance at meetings and was treated as earnings1.  Attendance allowance was abolished from 6 April 2007.
1  R (U) 2/94


CHILDCARE AND DEPENDENT CARERS’ ALLOWANCE
7.
District Councils may pay a childcare and dependent carers’ allowance1 to those councillors who incur expenditure for the care of their children or dependants whilst undertaking various duties as a councillor.  This should be treated as earnings2.
1  Local Government (Payments to Councillors) Regulations (NI) 1999, reg 5A;
2  IS (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 35(1)(f)(ii), JSA Regs (NI), reg 98(1)(e)(ii), SPC Regs (NI), reg 17A(2)(f)(ii)
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