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THE SOCIAL SECURITY (CHILD BENEFIT DISREGARD) REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 2008 (SR 2008 No 497)
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INTRODUCTION

1.
This memo contains guidance on changes to The Housing Benefit Regulations (NI) 2006 as a result of the amendments made by The Social Security (Child Benefit Disregard) Regulations (NI) 2008 [S.R. 2008 No. 497].  These regulations provide, for a short term period only, a disregard in the calculation of income for child benefit.  This is because the uprating for child benefit which usually occurs in April has been brought forward to 5th January 2009.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGES
2.
The effective date of these changes is 5th January 20091.  But they cease to have effect2 as follows

1.
in cases where rent is paid weekly, or in multiples of weeks from 6th April 20092

2.
in any other case from 1st April 20093.
1  SS (Child Benefit Disregard)) Regs (NI) 2008, reg 1(1);
2  SS (Child Benefit Disregard)) Regs (NI) 2008, reg 1(2);
3  SS (Child Benefit Disregard)) Regs (NI) 2008, reg 1(3)

DISREGARD OF THE INCREASE IN CHILD BENEFIT
3.
In order that claimants will get the benefit of the early uprating of child benefit in January 2009, the amount of the increase (£1.20 where the enhanced rate is payable or £0.65 in any other case) should be disregarded from the housing benefit income calculation.  This means that child benefit should continue to be taken into account at the same rate that was used before the January uprating1.
1  HB Regs (NI), Sch 6, para 64
4.
When housing benefit is increased in April 2009, the full amount of child benefit will again be taken into account.
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