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1.
Amendments to the Decision Makers Guide are issued at regular intervals, all amendments have already been incorporated in to the intranet version of the DMG.  PDF amendment packages are available with the amended pages being reproduced in full.

2.
On printing the PDF amendment package the amendment number is displayed at the bottom of each replacement page.  Significant changes are sidelined for ease of identification.


Note :  When printing PDF packages set the print properties to double-sided.

3.
Amendment 32 affects Chapter 39.  The changes are minor amendments to Chapter 39.
4.
The last two amendment packages amending Volume 7 were:

· Amendment 31 [October 2011]

· Amendment 30 [July 2011]

5.
Please note that Decision Making Services no longer arrange for hard copies of DMG amendment packages to be distributed to Department for Social Development customers (see SAO letter 18/06).  If using a PDF amendment package remove the sheets in the left hand column and insert new sheets in the right hand column.  When revised sheets have been inserted, note the record of amendments at the back of the Volume.

6.
The DMG can be accessed on the DSD Intranet.  Click on the link below to access the index page for the amendment packages or Decision Makers Guide (DMG) http://dsdintranet/index/guidance/decision_making-pg/dms_decision_making-pg.htm
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Sure Start Maternity Grants

Conditions of entitlement

39006
To be entitled to a Sure Start Maternity Grant1 
1. the claimant or partner must, for the date of claim for a Sure Start Maternity Grant

1.1
have been awarded a qualifying benefit2 and
1.2
have made a claim within the prescribed time for claiming3 and

1.3
have received advice from a health professional on health and welfare matters4 and
2.
either

2.1
the claimant or, if the claimant is a member of a family, one of the family must at the date of claim5
2.1.a
be pregnant or
2.1.b
have given birth to a child (including a child who is still-born after 24 weeks of pregnancy) or
2.2
the claimant or their partner or both must have adopted a child who is not more than twelve months old at date of claim6 or

2.3
the claimant and their spouse have been granted a parental order under relevant regulations7.

Note :  In certain circumstances the decision maker should treat a residence order8 as if it were an adoption as referred to in 2.2 above.
1  SF (M & FE) (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 5(1);  2  reg 5(1)(a);  R(IS) 13/04;  3  reg 5(1)(d);  4  reg 5(1)(c)(i) & (ii);
5  reg 5(1)(b)(i);  6  reg 5(1)(b)(ii);  7  reg 5(1)(b)(iii);  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990, sec 30;
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, sec 54;  8  R(IS) 6/06

Example


Julie is looking after her nephew Robert as her sister Jennifer has serious health problems and is unable to care for him.  Julie is receiving Income Support and has obtained a residence order under the Children Act for Robert.  She is in receipt of Child Benefit for her nephew.  Julie applies for a Sure Start Maternity Grant when Robert is eight months old, a month after her residence order was granted.  The decision maker decides that the residence order should be treated as an adoption as referred to in DMG 39006 2.2 above and awards a Sure Start Maternity Grant1.

1  R(IS) 6/06

Definitions


Adoption agency
39007
Adoption agency means a body whose functions consist of or include making arrangements for the adoption of children1.
1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1);  Adoption (NI) Order 1987, art 2(2)


Adoption order
39008
Adoption order is an order made by the court giving parental responsibility for a child to the adopters or adopter1.

1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1);  Adoption (NI) Order 1987, art 12


Guardian
39009
Guardian means a person appointed as a guardian or special guardian under specified legislation1.

1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1);  Children (NI) Order 1995, art 159 & 160


Parental order
39010
Parental order means an order by a court under specified legislation1 which treats a child as a child of the parties in law where one of the parties provided either sperm cells or egg cells.
1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1);  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990, sec 30;
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act, sec 54


Order freeing a child for adoption
39011
Order freeing a child for adoption means an order freeing a child placed for adoption as defined in specified legislation1.

1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1);  Adoption (NI) Order 1987, art 2(2)


Qualifying order
39012
A qualifying order is1

1.
an adoption order


2.
a parental order


3.
a residence order
1  SF (M & FE)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(1) & 3A(6)

Payments from specified trusts not to be deducted from allowable expenses

39445
The assets of the deceased may include payments made from the following trusts
1.
the Macfarlane Trust

2.
Macfarlane (Special Payments) Trust

3.
Macfarlane (Special Payments No 2) Trust

4.
the Fund

1. the Eileen Trust

2. a trust established from funds provided by the Secretary of State in respect of persons who suffered, or are suffering, from variant Creutzfeldt Jakobs Disease for the benefit of persons eligible for payment in accordance with its provisions1.

3. the Skipton Fund

4. the London Bombings Relief Charitable Fund1
5. MFET Limited.

Note :  See DMG Chapter 28 for the meanings of the listed organisations.
1  SF (M&FE) (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 10(2) & 10(3)
39446
Where the assets of the deceased include payment from any of the funds in DMG 39445, the decision maker should establish the amount of any savings remaining from such payment(s).

39447
The decision maker should take no account of these savings in deciding what deductions, if any, to make from the allowable expenses.

39448
-   39699
Period of cold weather

39703
A cold weather period is a period of 7 consecutive days during which the average mean daily temperature is recorded, or forecasted to be, zero degrees celsius or below1.
1  SF (CWP) (Gen)  Regs (NI), reg 1(2)

39704
Any day included in one cold weather period cannot be included in any other cold weather period.
The designated meteorological station

39705
Post Office postcode areas1 are linked to authorised weather stations.  A list of authorised weather stations and their link Post Office postcode areas is at Appendix 1.

1  SF (CWP) (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2 & Sch

39706
A cold weather period is triggered when the weather station
1.
records a period of cold weather or
2.
forecasts1 that a period of cold weather will occur.


The Meteorological Office notify Network Support Branch (Social Fund) of cold weather periods, Network Support Branch (Social Fund) notify the Social Security Agency.

1  SF (CWP) (Gen) Regs (NI), Sch 1;  2  reg 1(2)


39707

39708
If the primary station (or any specified alternative station) is unable to provide details for any day, the nearest station to the primary station that can provide temperature information in respect of that day shall be used to determine whether or not there is a recorded or forecasted period of cold weather1.

1  SF (CWP) Regs (NI),  reg 2(1A) & (1B)
39709
If the claimant’s home is not situated in a listed area the decision maker should

1.
check the area defined in Appendix 1

2.
establish which area covers the claimant’s home and
3.
treat the station appropriate to that area as the claimant’s designated station1.

1  SF (CWP) (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 2(2)(b), Sch 1
Amount of cold weather payment

39710
The amount of the payment in respect of each period of cold weather is usually £8.501.  However for winter 2008/20092, winter 2009/20103 and winter 2010/20114 this amount has been increased to £25.005.
1  SF (CWP) (Gen) Regs (NI), reg 3;  2  SF (CWP)(Gen)(Amdt) Regs (NI) 2008, reg 3;
3  SF (CWP)(Gen) Regs (NI) 2009, reg 3;  4  SF (CWP)(Gen)(Amdt No.2) Regs (NI) 2010, reg 2;  5  SF (CWP)(Gen) Regs (NI), reg 3
Overlap period

39711
When a forecast period shares one or more days with a recorded period, the shared days will form an overlap period1.

1 SF (CWP) (Gen) Regs (NI),  reg 1(2)

39712
If both a recorded and forecast period of cold weather are linked by an overlap period, the decision maker should only make payment for the forecast period1, but see DMG 39714 if the qualifying conditions are not satisfied in the forecast period1.

1  SF (CWP) (Gen)  Regs (NI), reg 2(3)

	Example
No cold weather period triggered before day one 
Qualifying conditions satisfied throughout the recorded/forecast periods


Eligible period is days 1-13 inclusive.  A cold weather payment is made for the period 7-13.


39713
Payment may be made for the last recorded period of cold weather1 if

1.
there is a continuous period of record and forecast periods and

2.
each of those periods is linked by an overlap period and

3.
the total number of recorded periods exceeds the total number of forecast periods.

1  SF (CWP) (Gen)  Regs (NI), reg 2(4)

	Example

Qualifying conditions satisfied throughout the recorded/forecast period

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




Eligible period is 15 days 1-14 inclusive.


A cold weather payment is made for the forecast period 5-11


A cold weather payment is made for the last recorded period 8-14.


39714
A payment can be made for the recorded period where the claimant
1.
would have been entitled to a cold weather payment but for the fact that a forecast period takes priority and

2.
is unable to satisfy the qualifying conditions for at least one day of the forecast period1.

1 SF (CWP) (Gen)  Regs (NI),  reg 2(5)

	Example
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




Qualifying conditions satisfied in the recorded period up to day 4.


Qualifying conditions not satisfied in the forecast period.


Eligible period is days 1-12.


A cold weather payment is made for the period 1-7.
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