
   
[image: image1.png]Department for

Social

Development

www.dsdni.gov.uk




 
Contents




                                Page
DSD Research Digest – Introduction




1
Poverty, Health and Employment




           2
Housing







           8
Social Welfare 





                     11
Introduction
This is the Research Digest produced for the Department of Social Development.  
A significant amount of research is published outside of the DSD on issues which may be of interest to DSD policy makers, and this widely-dispersed information can be time consuming to collate.  This Digest will compile relevant research reports from across a range of social policy sources and areas of interest.
The Digest aims to compile the latest research relating to social development, to help inform policy and practice in the broader strategic areas of Poverty, Urban Regeneration, Housing and Social Welfare.  
The digest covers research published in the period from December 2010 to February 2011.  Report titles, along with a brief summary of the research (if applicable) and a web link to the report are provided.  Future Digests are scheduled to then be disseminated retrospectively every two months.|
In the interest of ensuring that business needs are fully reflected, feedback is encouraged and suggestions for future editions are very welcome.

Further information on the aims and objectives of the Digest is available in the attached cover note.
Enquiries should be addressed to:


     Des Muldoon

     Analytical Services Unit
Level 4, James House, 

2-4 Cromac Avenue, 

Gasworks Business Park,     

Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JA

Tel: 028 90819957
Fax: 028 90819961
desmond.muldoon@dsdni.gov.uk
Poverty, Health and Employment
1
Response to the Northern Ireland Government’s Child Poverty Strategy Consultation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/response-northern-ireland-governments-child-poverty-strategy
Response to the Northern Ireland Government's Child Poverty Strategy Consultation published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

2
The Poverty Site
The Poverty Site, Jan-2011

http://www.poverty.org.uk/index.htm
The Poverty Site monitors what is happening to poverty and social exclusion in the UK. The material is organised around 100 statistical indicators covering all aspects of the subject, from income and work to health and education.  

· Updated Northern Ireland indicators:

· Location of low income

· Working-age out-of-work benefit recipients

· Long-term working-age out-of- work benefit recipients

· Disability Living Allowance recipients

· Low pay by gender

· Location of low pay

· Pay inequalities

· Homelessness

3
DEL Quarterly Research Review
Department for Employment and Learning (DEL), Jan-2011

http://www.delni.gov.uk/quarterly-research-review-october-december-2010.pdf
The research articles in the quarterly review are listed under four areas that are key in delivering the Department’s strategic objectives; these objectives are enhancing the provision of learning and skills, increasing the level of research and development, helping individuals acquire jobs and developing and maintaining the framework of employee rights and responsibilities.
4
Family policy: where next for parental leave and flexible working?
Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), Jan-2011

http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=800
The coalition government has announced that it will launch a consultation paper outlining new proposals on flexible working and shared parental leave.

This briefing considers the overall policy framework as well as specific proposals for flexible work and shared parental leave.  It provides data and analysis on the current policy agenda and future policy directions, and presents guidelines and ideas for how these policy proposals might contribute to the development of a progressive family policy agenda.

5
The influence of family and friends on young people’s drinking
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/influence-family-and-friends-young-people-drinking
This Round-up examines family and friendship influences on young people's drinking habits, in order to shed light on how the negative aspects of young people's drinking culture in the UK might be changed.

Drawing on five research projects, it concludes that:

· prevention and harm reduction approaches need to take into account how family circumstances vary; 

· public health messages need to connect more with the realities of parents' attitudes and practices; 

· interventions should consider group behaviour, not just individuals' behaviour; 

· the potential for using price as a harm reduction measure and the need for more appealing spaces for young people to socialise require further consideration. 
6
The consequences at age 7 of early childhood disadvantage in Northern Ireland and Great Britain
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM), Jan-2011

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/the_consequences_at_age_7_of_early_childhood_disadvantage.pdf
This report presents an analysis of child outcomes at age 7 from the Millennium Cohort Study (MCS), a longtudinal study tracking children (and their families) who were born at the turn of the century, in terms of conditions and experiences which precede them as recorded at pre-school sweeps of the survey.  In particular the analyses aim to unpack the relationship between child poverty and child outcomes, examining how far the statistical link can be accounted for by background factors and modifiable behaviours.
7
How can local authorities with less money support better outcomes for older people?
Centre for Policy on Ageing, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/local-authorities-better-outcomes-older-people
This Round-up examines family and friendship influences on young people's drinking habits, in order to shed light on how the negative aspects of young people's drinking culture in the UK might be changed.

Drawing on five research projects, it concludes that:

· prevention and harm reduction approaches need to take into account how family circumstances vary; 

· public health messages need to connect more with the realities of parents' attitudes and practices; 

· interventions should consider group behaviour, not just individuals' behaviour; 

· the potential for using price as a harm reduction measure and the need for more appealing spaces for young people to socialise require further consideration. 

8
Response to the Scottish Government’s Child Poverty Strategy Consultation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/scottish-government-child-poverty-strategy
Response to the Scottish Government's Child Poverty Strategy Consultation published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

9
Response to the Department of Health Consultation: Liberating the NHS: greater choice and control
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/liberating-NHS-choice-control
The Joseph Rowntree's response to the Government consultation 'Liberating the NHS: Greater choice and control'.

See also our response to the consultation 'Liberating the NHS: An information revolution'.

10
Young people and alcohol: influences on how they drink
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-alcohol-influences-drinking
The report identifies the influence of both existing cultural attitudes around alcohol, and new and emergent attitudes that separate younger drinkers' consumption from that of other age groups. 

The report highlights that: 

· excessive alcohol consumption is the norm in young adulthood; 

· today's young adults find it difficult to imagine alternatives to the excessive drinking that supports group socialising; 

· the ways in which alcohol is sold to young people contributes to the narrowing of their options; and 

· pricing is more of an influence on decision-making than perceptions of health or risk. 

11
Young People not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET)
ARKNI, Dec-2010

http://www.ark.ac.uk/pdfs/policybriefs/policybrief3.pdf
This policy brief highlights that the British Cohort Study has shown that if a young man has been NEET for six months, he is four times more likely to be out of work, three times more likely to have mental health issues, and five times more likely to have a criminal record.

12
Child and working-age poverty from 2010 to 2013
Institute for Fiscal Studies, Dec-2010

http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5373
This Briefing Note provides projections of income poverty among children and working-age adults in the UK under current tax and benefit policies. We also estimate the direct impact on poverty of tax and benefit reforms announced by the coalition government. Projections are produced for each year between 2010-11 and 2013-14.

13
Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion 2010
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-2010
The annual report on the state of poverty and social exclusion in the United Kingdom from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the New Policy Institute. 

Each report, using official government data, is built around a set of 50 indicators. The analysis covers a wide range of issues, ranging from low income, worklessness and debt, to ill-health, poor education and problems in communities. 

This report focuses on the 18-month recession of 2008 and 2009. Whilst highlighting recent success in preventing poverty worsening, it draws attention to several longstanding problems, including unemployment. It is too soon for the data in this report to reflect any impact of new policies from the Coalition Government, but it describes the subjects any new anti-poverty programme will need to address to match the scale and scope of the challenge. Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2010 is an essential resource for policy-makers and others wanting to take stock of what is happening and understand the challenges ahead. 

The report is complemented by a comprehensive website which provides updates to graphs, more analyses and links to other relevant sites. 

14
A Good Practice Guide for Practitioners: Supporting community and social enterprise in deprived communities
Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), Dec-2010

http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=795
In Spring 2010, ippr north carried out new research exploring the critical success factors for community and social enterprise in deprived communities in the North West of England. The final report Growing the Big Society (Cox and Schmuecker 2010) identified a series of barriers and opportunities facing community organisations in taking an ‘enterprise leap’ and made a series of recommendations for policy makers and practitioners wishing to tackle the Big Society agenda.

The research involved a survey and a series of interviews, and it was also informed by a number of case studies. This Good Practice Guide summarises the findings and recommendations of the research in a format aimed at practitioners, particularly those working in local authorities. It is not intended to be a comprehensive guide but simply seeks to set out material gathered through the research in a more accessible format.

15
Northern Ireland Economic Outlook
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Dec-2010

http://www.pwc.co.uk/ni/publications/nieo_dec_2010.html
16
2010 Absence Management Survey
Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development, Jul-2010

http://www.cipd.co.uk/research/_how-fit-is-your-organisation
17
A review of café culture in Northern Ireland
Analytical Services Unit, Apr-2010

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/asu-other-research.htm
18
Northern Ireland Gambling Prevalence Survey – Statistical first release
Analytical Services Unit, Apr-2010

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/asu-other-research.htm
Housing
19
Local decisions: a fairer future for social housing
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/local-decisions-fairer-future-social-housing
JRF's response to the Department of Communities and Local Government Consultation, Local decisions: a fairer future for social housing.

20
Local Housing Market Volatility
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/local-housing-market-volatility
House price changes in the UK from the perspective of local and regional areas. 
The UK’s housing market is one of the most volatile in the world. There are intense concerns about the problems this brings, including the issue of low-income households being priced out of the housing market. This report shows that during the most recent housing market cycle, the differences between areas in house price growth became bigger than ever. It argues that deep structural variations in the demand for housing require a different sort of policy response.

Using a new analysis of price data, the report looks at:

· the changing nature of housing volatility in the UK; 

· the widening house price gaps between different types of locality; 

· underlying causes of local and regional differences; 

· how household mobility might lock these differences in; and 

· the implications for a policy response focusing more on demand. 
21
Performance of the Private Rental Market (Belfast Metropolitan Area); January – June 2010 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE), Jan-2011

http://www.nihe.gov.uk/index/sp_home/research-2/completed/sp-research-recently_completed.htm
This report focuses on the performance of the private rental market in the Belfast Metropolitan Area during the first half (January to June) 2010.  The investigation is part of an ongoing research partnership between the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) and the Centre for Research on Property and Planning at the University of Ulster.
22
Increasing supply within the social rented sector
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/increasing-supply-social-rented-sector
A focus on the funding of social housing.
This paper, commissioned as part of JRF's Housing Market Taskforce programme, discusses the impact of the recession and change of government on the funding of social housing and sets out how affordable social housing can be delivered in the future. It includes:

· a brief overview of the principles and practice of funding for new social housing over the last decade; 

· an assessment of the impact of the credit crunch and recession on existing funding mechanisms for social housing; 

· consideration of the viability of these mechanisms and whether recent financial and economic shocks have permanently or temporarily affected the existing funding model. 
23
Tenure rights and responsibilities
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/tenure-rights-responsibilities
A review of the tenure rights, responsibilities, risks and problems faced by landlords, lenders and tenants. 

This paper, commissioned as part of JRF's Housing Market Taskforce programme, also: 

· examines the problems associated with current housing legislation, particularly on social housing; and 

· outlines options for the reform of tenure and assesses their likely impact on vulnerable groups and housing market volatility. 

24
Housing market activity and neighbourhood renewal in Northern Ireland 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/housing-market-activity-renewal-northern-ireland
The housing market in Northern Ireland is facing significant pressures as a result of the economic downturn and the current public expenditure environment. 
This study examines where investment is taking place in the housing sector, during a period of crisis for the housing market. It identifies how far this investment is aligned with policy objectives relating to neighbourhood renewal and assesses whether investment is addressing the energy efficiency of dwellings. The report looks at: 

· spatial patterns of improvements to existing housing and new development activity; 

· finance sources and the role of private sector investment and public sector grants; 

· the impact on neighbourhood renewal areas and disadvantaged locations; 

· the alignment of investment with house prices and rents; 

· the greenfield/brownfield split for new development; 

· spatial patterns and targeting of policy initiatives. 

Social Welfare
25
DSD National Statistics
Department for Social Development (DSD), Feb-2011

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/stats-publications/stats-benefit-publications.htm
Analytical Services Unit have recently published the latest National Statistics for Income Support, State Pension Credit and Jobseeker’s Allowance.

26
DETI Labour Market Statistics
Department for Enterprise Trade and Investment (DETI), Jan-2011

http://www.detini.gov.uk/statistical_press_release_-_january_2011-2.pdf
27
Briefing Paper No 1:  Forecasting the public finances
Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR), Jan-2011

http://budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/d/obr_briefing1.pdf
28
Provider-led Pathways to Work: the experiences of new and repeat customers in phase one areas
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Jan-2010

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_723.asp
Following the roll-out of Pathways to Work covering 40 per cent of the country where Jobcentre Plus was the hub of delivery, a ‘Provider-led’ (PL) model of Pathways to Work was nationally rolled out across the remainder of the country in December 2007 (phase one) and April 2008 (phase two).

The report describes the pattern of customers’ engagement with the programme, their experiences and assessments of the process and services and their work and health outcomes in the medium term.

29
Local Authority Omnibus survey – Wave 21
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Jan-2010

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_721.asp
This report presents finding from the 21st wave of the Local Authority (LA) Omnibus Survey. The survey takes place every six months and attempts to survey Housing Benefit managers in every LA in Great Britain. This wave of the survey included questions on:

· the efficiency work programme; 

· rooms for carers; 

· temporary accommodation; 

· Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit take-up; 

· changing the name of Council Tax Benefit; 

· Employment and Support Allowance and Local Authority Claim Information (LACI); 

· war pensions.
30
A review of benefit sanctions
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2010

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/review-of-benefit-sanctions
The impact of sanctions in benefit systems, how they have been used and the experiences of claimants.
This study considers international evidence on sanctions within welfare systems where benefits are conditional on claimant behaviour. It examines:

· how benefit sanctions may affect claimant behaviour; 

· the evidence of sanction impacts within unemployment benefit and US welfare systems; 

· the effect of sanctions and conditionality on other (non-employment-related) behaviours; and 

· how this evidence relates to the political justifications voiced in support of benefit sanctions. 

31
Using Jobcentre Plus services: Qualitative evidence from ethnic minority customers
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Dec-2010

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_717.asp
32
Alcohol misusers’ experience of employment and the benefit system
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Dec-2010

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_718.asp
33
Employment and Support Allowance: Customer and staff experiences of the face-to-face Work Capability Assessment and Work-Focused Health-Related Assessment
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Dec-2010

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_719.asp
34
Social Security Benefits Expenditure: changes between the June 2010 pre-budget and June 2010 budget forecasts
Office for Budget Responsibility (OBR), Dec-2010

http://budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/d/social_security_benefits_211210.pdf
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