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Introduction
This is the Research Digest produced for the Department of Social Development.  
A significant amount of research is published outside of the DSD on issues which may be of interest to DSD policy makers, and this widely-dispersed information can be time consuming to collate.  This Digest will compile relevant research reports from across a range of social policy sources and areas of interest.
The Digest aims to compile the latest research relating to social development, to help inform policy and practice in the broader strategic areas of Poverty, Health, Employment, Housing and Social Welfare.  
The digest covers research published in the period from December 2011 to January 2012.  Report titles, along with a brief summary of the research (if applicable) and a web link to the report are provided.  Future Digests are scheduled to then be disseminated retrospectively every two months.
In the interest of ensuring that business needs are fully reflected, feedback is encouraged and suggestions for future editions are very welcome.

Further information on the aims and objectives of the Digest is available in the attached cover note.
Enquiries should be addressed to:


     Des Muldoon

     Analytical Services Unit
Level 4, James House, 

2-4 Cromac Avenue, 

Gasworks Business Park,     

Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JA

Tel: 028 90819957
Fax: 028 90819961
desmond.muldoon@dsdni.gov.uk
Poverty, Health and Employment
1
Serving Deprived Communities in a Recession
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jan-2012
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/serving-deprived-communities-recession
What are the early impacts of English local authority budget cuts since 2010?
This report explores how budget cuts affect the capacity of English local government to meet the needs of more deprived households and communities. There is real concern that more deprived groups will suffer the most. This report provides early, systematic evidence of the scale of the cuts and of how local councils are grappling with these issues. The report:

· examines national evidence of the scale and distribution of the cuts across local authorities, highlighting the impact on the most deprived authorities; 

· reports evidence from senior local government officials on their strategic responses to budget cuts, such as service remodelling and moves towards more targeted provision; 

· uses the latest budget data to assess the pattern of reductions within local authorities, and how these relate to deprived groups; 

· considers the changes underway in local government and how it might look in the future. 

2
Age of Opportunity: Older People, Volunteering and the Big Society
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jan-2012

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/ageofopportunityolderpeoplevolunteeringandthebigsociety
This report produced by Res Publica in conjunction with Independent Age demonstrates that older people are already a fundamental part of the UK government’s Big Society vision and considers how their level of engagement can be maintained and increased. 
It sets out a raft of policies aimed at breaking down barriers that hamper greater community participation from older people. And it calls on organisations to end the discrimination faced by older people, who are often written off when they hit certain arbitrary age points.

3
The Poverty Site
The Poverty Site, Jan-2012

http://www.poverty.org.uk/index.htm
The Poverty Site monitors what is happening to poverty and social exclusion in the UK. The material is organised around 100 statistical indicators covering all aspects of the subject, from income and work to health and education.  
4
Age, Income and Food in Ireland
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jan-2012

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/ageincomeandfoodinireland
Poor diet among older people is an important public health issue, particularly as malnutrition contributes to increased morbidity and mortality. Research suggests that older adults are particularly vulnerable to a compromised nutritional intake due to a range of physical, economic and social factors which influence food access, choice and behaviour. As a result, CARDI funded a study on demographic and socio-economic influences on food expenditure as part of its data mining programme in 2011. The resulting report, Age, income and food in Ireland (Bantry White et al., 2011) seeks to contribute to the emerging evidence base on food poverty and diet in older Irish people. It examines the demographic and socio-economic influences on food expenditure in the older populations in Northern Ireland (NI) and the Republic of Ireland (ROI). 
5
Adult Community Statistics for Northern Ireland 2010-11
Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPSNI), Jan-2012

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib-3/statistics_and_research-cib-pub/adult_statistics-1/statistics_and_research-cib-community_statistics.htm
The report presents information on activity for all Programmes of Care gathered from HSC Trusts including comparisons over the past 5 years for the main activities. All information included in this report is collected by Community Information Branch via the annual and quarterly statistical returns from HSC Trusts in Northern Ireland. Some additional tables have been included in the report for reference, i.e. Social Services Workforce and information collected from the Regulation & Quality Improvement Authority.
6
DETI Labour Market Statistics
Department of Enterprise Trade and Investment (DETI), Jan-2012

http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-stats-index/stats-labour-market.htm
7
Learning to live with the demon debt
Institute for Public Policy Research, Jan-2012

http://www.ippr.org/publications/55/8494/learning-to-live-with-the-demon-debt
8
Migration review 2011/12
Institute for Public Policy Research, Jan-2012

http://www.ippr.org/publications/55/8431/migration-review-20112012
9
Market sector employment – Economic and Fiscal outlook November 2011
Office for Budget Responsibility, Jan-2012

http://budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/wordpress/docs/Market-sector-employment-Nov2011-EFO.pdf
10
The impact of austerity measures on households with children
Institute of Fiscal Studies, Jan-2012

http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5973
This report, commissioned by the Family and Parenting Institute, examines the prospects for poverty rates and income for different family types up to the year 2015.
11
Public Finance Bulletin – Jan 2012
Institute of Fiscal Studies, Jan-2012

http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5993
12
Attitudes to age in Britain 2010/11
Department for Work and Pensions, Jan-2012

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/ih2011-2012/ihr7.pdf
13
Climate Change and Sustainable Consumption: What do the public think is fair?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/climate-change-sustainable-consumption
An exploration of public attitudes to fairness in the context of sustainable consumption and climate change.
This research, through a series of focus groups, explores ways that people's sense of fairness around sustainable consumption and climate change could be used to build public support for behaviour change and sustainability policies.
The report:

· asks if people can look at climate change and sustainable consumption in terms of fairness;, 

· explores the basis of views about fairness in this context and investigates the types of information required for people to look at the issue in this way; 

· considers the extent to which looking at climate change in terms of fairness can motivate support for behaviour change; and 

· examines what people think is fair in actions to reduce household CO2 emissions. 
14
Sustainable Income Standards: Towards a Greener Minimum?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/sustainable-income-standards
Are changes towards 'greener' forms of consumption compatible with preserving a minimum acceptable standard of living?
Previous analysis of the Minimum Income Standard for the UK (MIS) has shown that if everyone were to live at this minimum, carbon emissions would be around 37 per cent lower than at present. This is a long way off targets to reduce emissions by 80 per cent by 2050.

The research, which focuses on household energy, food and travel, draws on:

· consultation with experts and desk-based research to identify consumption changes that offered the greatest potential for reducing the environmental impact of the MIS; and 

· focus groups with members of the public to explore the acceptability of these changes in terms of maintaining a socially acceptable minimum living standard. 

15
Britist Social Attitudes – 28th Report
NatCen Social Research, Dec-2011

http://www.natcen.ac.uk/study/british-social-attitudes-28th-report
16
Review of Health and Social Care in Northern Ireland
Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (DHSSPSNI), Dec-2011

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/hscreview131211.htm
In June 2011 the Minister for Health, Social Services and Public Safety, Edwin Poots MLA, announced a review of Health and Social Care Services in Northern Ireland. 

This review examined the provision of a range of health services, including acute hospital configuration and primary health care and its findings are published here.
17
Understanding Fuel Poverty in the older population in Ireland, North and South
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Dec-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/understandingfuelpovertyintheolderpopulationinirelandnorthandsouth
CARDI funded an all-island study in December 2009, led by Professor Patrick Goodman, DIT, in conjunction with the Institute of Public Health in Ireland, which builds on existing knowledge on fuel poverty but with a particular focus on older people. It involved an analysis of existing data and research on fuel poverty, a survey with older people on fuel povertyissues in ROI and an examination of mortality patterns in NI and ROI. It also identifies the groups among the older population who are most at risk of fuel poverty and its implications for their health and well-being.
18
Fuel Poverty, Older People and Colder Weather: An all-Ireland analysis
Dublin Institute of Technology, Dec-2011

http://www.dit.ie/news/archive2011/fuelpovertyolderpeopleandcolderweatheranall-islandanalysis/
A study carried out by a group of researchers from Dublin Institute of Technology, the Institute of Public health in Ireland (IPH), Northern Ireland Centre of Excellence in Public Health, and Brunel University London has shown that many older people forego other necessities in order to ensure that they can pay heating bills, and 24% of those surveyed said they found their homes too cold.  The research explored the experiences of a sample of 722 older people that were linked to a range of community and voluntary groups and services, (including Age Action, Energy Action, Rural Transport schemes and health and social housing service providers) and was funded by the Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI).  
This briefing reviews the migration trends and policy changes in 2011 and looks forward to possible developments in 2012. Next year will be a crucial one for the government, as it moves towards the halfway point of a parliament during which it has pledged to reduce net immigration to the ‘tens of thousands’.
19
Labour Force Survey Religion Report
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM), Dec-2011

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/labour-force-religion-report-2010.pdf
20
10 ways to promote growth
Institute for Public Policy Research, Nov-2011

http://www.ippr.org/publications/55/8266/10-ways-to-promote-growth
A plan for growth should start by identifying what is needed for the economy to grow. The 10 measures set out here would represent a start, but more will need to be done to promote growth and ensure that the UK returns to full employment as soon as possible.
Housing and Urban Regeneration
21
We must fix it: Delivering reform of the building sector to meet the UK’s housing and economic challenges
Institute for Public Policy Research, Dec-2011

http://www.ippr.org/publications/55/8421/we-must-fix-it-delivering-reform-of-the-building-sector-to-meet-the-uks-housing-and-economic-challenges
22
Why is housing tenure associated with a lower risk of admission to a nursing or residential home?  Wealth, health and the incentive to keep ‘my home’
Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, Nov-2011

http://jech.bmj.com/content/early/2011/10/19/jech-2011-200315.abstract?papetoc
Background Previous research has shown that home ownership is associated with a reduced risk of admission to institutional care. The extent to which this reflects associations between wealth and health, between wealth and ability to buy in care or increased motivation to avoid admission related to policies on charging is unclear. Taking account of the value of the home, as well as housing tenure, may provide some clarification as to the relative importance of these factors.
23
Climate Science in Urban Design: a historical and comparative study of Applied Urban Climatology
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), Nov-2011

http://www.esrc.ac.uk/my-esrc/grants/RES-062-23-2134/outputs/read/065a7d68-f783-461e-9746-eea6dae32253
Social Welfare
24
Active at 60: Local evaluation research: Final report

Department for Work and Pensions, Jan-2012
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_786.asp
25
Investigating the triggers into claiming Pension Credit
Department for Work and Pensions, Jan-2012

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_785.asp
26
City Strategy: Final Evaluation
Department for Work and Pensions, Dec-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_783.asp
27
Lone Parent Obligations: work, childcare and the Jobseeker’s Allowance regime

Department for Work and Pensions, Dec-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_782.asp
28
The introduction of Jobcentre Plus: An evaluation of labour market impacts
Department for Work and Pensions, Dec-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_781.asp
29
An evaluation of the Statement of Fitness for Work: qualitative research with General Practitioners

Department for Work and Pensions, Nov-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_780.asp
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