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Introduction
This is the Research Digest produced for the Department of Social Development.  
A significant amount of research is published outside of the DSD on issues which may be of interest to DSD policy makers, and this widely-dispersed information can be time consuming to collate.  This Digest will compile relevant research reports from across a range of social policy sources and areas of interest.
The Digest aims to compile the latest research relating to social development, to help inform policy and practice in the broader strategic areas of Poverty, Urban Regeneration, Housing and Social Welfare.  
The digest covers research published in the period from May to mid-July 2011.  Report titles, along with a brief summary of the research (if applicable) and a web link to the report are provided.  Future Digests are scheduled to then be disseminated retrospectively every two months.
In the interest of ensuring that business needs are fully reflected, feedback is encouraged and suggestions for future editions are very welcome.

Further information on the aims and objectives of the Digest is available in the attached cover note.
Enquiries should be addressed to:


     Des Muldoon

     Analytical Services Unit
Level 4, James House, 

2-4 Cromac Avenue, 

Gasworks Business Park,     

Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JA

Tel: 028 90819957
Fax: 028 90819961
desmond.muldoon@dsdni.gov.uk
Poverty, Health and Employment
1
Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion in Wales 2011
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jul-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-and-social-exclusion-wales-2011
The 2011 edition of indicators of poverty and social exclusion in Wales, providing a comprehensive analysis of trends.

This is the third update of Monitoring poverty and social exclusion in Wales. It is set against the Welsh Government's stated commitment to end child poverty by 2020. After looking at the mixed results of policy over the last ten years, it examines how far higher employment might take Wales towards its goal - and what its wider implications might be.

The study examines:

· Poverty rates amongst adults, children and pensioners; 

· Under-employment; 

· Qualification levels; 

· The effects of higher employment on child poverty. 
2
A minimum income standard for the UK in 2011
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jul-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/minimum-income-standard-uk-2011
JRF's annual update, based on what members of the public think people need to achieve a socially acceptable standard of living.

Over time, changes in prices affect the cost of a minimum standard of living (MIS), and changes in social norms change the 'minimum' that is required. This study considers both of these, and updates the MIS budgets to April 2011.

This report shows:

· what incomes different family types require in 2011 to meet the minimum standard; and 

· how much the cost of a minimum household budget has risen since the last update in 2010. 

This update of MIS is based on increases in living costs. The findings also reflect important changes in the tax and benefits systems, which affect how well people living on benefits can afford necessities and how much people in work need to earn in order to reach a minimum net income. The research describes how people on lower incomes are feeling the squeeze caused by a combination of sluggish income growth, relatively rapid price increases, and tax and benefit changes.
3
Labour Market Bulletin July 2011
Department for Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI), Jul-2011

http://www.detini.gov.uk/lm_statistical_press_release_-_july_2011_for_web.pdf
4
Fiscal Sustainability Report – Executive Summary
Office for Budget Responsibility, Jul-2011

http://budgetresponsibility.independent.gov.uk/wordpress/docs/FSR2011Executive-summary.pdf
5
UK Economic Outlook – July 2011
PriceWaterhouseCoopers, Jul-2011

http://www.pwc.co.uk/eng/publications/uk_economic_outlook.html
6
Community organisations controlling assets: a better understanding
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/community-organisations-controlling-assets
The experience of community organisations controlling assets in the UK.
Over the last ten years here has been an increasing policy interest in the ownership and management of assets – such as land, buildings and plant used to generate electricity – by community-based organisations (CBOs). There is a much longer history of active work in this field by practitioners, but there has been relatively little independent research.

This report shows that there is a diverse range of community organisations engaged in this work and argues that particular kinds of support are needed if the field is to flourish. It examines:

· the range, nature and scale of different forms of community control of assets across the UK; 

· the benefits, costs and critical success factors associated with asset ownership and management by CBOs; 

· the key benefits and outcomes; and 

· approaches to supporting the different organisations operating in this field. 
7
The impact of ageing on developed economies
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/theimpactofageingondevelopedeconomies
A conference exploring “The impact of ageing on developed economies” was held at Ditchley Park on 12 - 14 May 2011 and a summary of the discussions is now published. 
8
Resuscitating Retirement Saving:  How to help today’s young people plan for later life
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/resuscitatingretirementsavinghowtohelptodaysyoungpeopleplanforlaterlife
This report, produced with the support of Prudential, examines the financial and economic circumstances of young people today, and considers the role of behavioural economics in nudging young people towards saving for retirement.

9
Living longer and prospering?  Designing an adequate, sustainable and equitable UK state pension system
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/livinglongerandprosperingdesigninganadequatesustainableandequitableukstatepensionsystem
10
Young people, alcohol and influences 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-alcohol-and-influences
This report presents the findings from a major study of young people and their relationship with alcohol, and explores the wide range of influences on their drinking.
This study differs from other research: it develops evidence of how different domains of influence work together, understanding their relative importance in tackling different patterns of drinking among different groups.

The study involved a survey of 5,700 teenagers aged 13–14 (Year 9) and 15–16 (Year 11) in schools in England and data was statistically modelled to highlight the strongest influences on and predictors of young people’s drinking.

The report:

· examines circumstances surrounding young people's first time drinking, their current drinking patterns (including levels of consumption), and their experiences of drunkenness; and 

· develops our understanding of what really influences young people's drinking patterns by identifying the domains and indicators that have the strongest relationship with their behaviour. 
11
Low income neighbourhoods in Britain 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/low-income-neighbourhoods-britain
Examining the principles and assumptions behind policies concerned with place, poverty and welfare introduced by the Coalition Government, and how they connect with the perceptions of residents.
The report is based on the findings of a three-year research project, Living through Change in Challenging Neighbourhoods, which was carried out in six low-income neighbourhoods across Britain. The report uncovers how some of the assumptions implicit in the Government's policies are at odds with the attitudes and experiences of residents. It then considers the implications of the research for current and future policies towards work, welfare and place.

The report concentrates on four key themes in policy reform and neighbourhood change:

· community cohesion and division and the Big Society; 

· 'making work pay' and reducing dependency by improving opportunities to enter the labour market; 

· encouraging localism and developing neighbourhood planning; and 

· achieving community regeneration through economic growth. 

12
Active ageing and Prevention in the context of Long-Term Care: Policy Brief
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/activeageingandpreventioninthecontextoflongtermcarepolicybrief
13
Old and broke:  The long-term outlook for the UK’s public finances
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/oldandbrokethelongtermoutlookfortheuk%E2%80%99spublicfinances
14
Age of opportunity:  Transforming the lives of older people living in poverty
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Jun-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/ageofopportunitytransformingthelivesofolderpeoplelivinginpoverty
15
Forced labour in Northern Ireland 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/forced-labour-northern-ireland-exploiting-vulnerability
This study explores evidence of forced labour among new migrants to Northern Ireland in a range of employment sectors. It also outlines a number of recommendations to tackle the problem.

The research:

· Examined issues of severe exploitation and forced labour, including poor working conditions, low pay, restricted movements and verbal and physical abuse. 

· Studied migrants working in the fishing, mushroom and catering industries, as well as Filipino and Romanian Roma migrants. 

· Highlighted the links between vulnerability and a lack of English language skills, limited access to social networks and a lack of local knowledge. 
16
Education, learning and community in New Earswick 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/education-learning-and-community-new-earswick
An exploration of the history and development of education, learning and the community in New Earswick, York, since it was founded by Joseph Rowntree in the early 20th century.
This book, which is available to download free, has two main purposes:

· to look at how some of the ideas that underpinned the creation of the village have worked in practice, and how they are still relevant today; and 

· to celebrate and reflect upon the creation of the Children's Centre within the renovated New Earswick Primary School and the brand new Joseph Rowntree (secondary) School. 

The wealth of pictures, information, comment and analysis in this book make it an interesting read for a number of different audiences, including residents of New Earswick and the surrounding area, and people with a more specialist interest in education, community development and social justice from either a historical or contemporary perspective.
17
Teenage drinking and interethnic friendships 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/teenage-drinking-and-interethnic-friendships
This report explores the links between young people's interethnic friendships and their drinking patterns and behaviours. 
Britain is a multicultural society, but little is currently known about if, and how, young people mix with friends from different ethnic backgrounds and the potential impact of this on drinking attitudes and behaviours. Research was undertaken to examine these links using quantitative and qualitative methods among a sample of 14- and 15-year-olds in diverse locations in London and Berkshire. The report:

· explores the intra- and interethnic mix of young people’s friendship groups as described by young people in questionnaires and interviews; 

· analyses how drinking patterns vary by ethnicity, religion and gender; 

· investigates the links between young people’s background characteristics, their friendship groups (including the ethnicity of friends) and their reported drinking rates; and 

· looks at the implications of the findings, including recommendations for harm reduction based on education and peer support programmes

18
The Poverty Site
The Poverty Site, May-2011

http://www.poverty.org.uk/index.htm
The Poverty Site monitors what is happening to poverty and social exclusion in the UK. The material is organised around 100 statistical indicators covering all aspects of the subject, from income and work to health and education.  

Updated Northern Ireland indicators:

· Educational attainment at age 16: 

· Not in education, employment or training: 

19
Poverty and ethnicity: a review of evidence
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-and-ethnicity-review-evidence
A review of evidence on the links between poverty and ethnicity.

This Round-up summarises the results of scoping work on how poverty and ethnicity interact, prior to the launch of a major new programme of work on the subject.

The research focused on:

· the three main areas affecting experiences of poverty – education, work and unpaid caring; 

· how social networks and place shape experiences and opportunities; 

· inequality within ethnic minority groups 

It identifies key gaps where greater understanding could support more effective action on poverty across different ethnicities. The research also included qualitative research with a number of communities to understand their day-to-day experiences.
20
Transforming Social Care: sustaining person-centred support
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/transforming-social-care-person-centred-support
What are the hopes and frustrations in the everyday practice of person-centred support, or 'personalisation'?
This study is the most user-centred and authoritative commentary to date on current policies and practice. The Standards We Expect project team (service users, practitioners and researchers) worked with service users, carers, front-line practitioners and managers in eight very diverse settings. They found:

· Good practice is possible, even in the hardest of times. 

· Funding and organisational culture need frank discussion. 

· Power imbalances, outdated attitudes and doubtful practice are still too common. 
21
Exploring experiences of poverty in Bradford
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/exploring-experiences-poverty-bradford
This paper:

· examines poverty in three specific communities in the Bradford district (Bangladeshi, African Caribbean and white residents on an outlying estate); 

· looks at how ethnicity affects their experience; and, 

· explores the commonalities and the differences in these experiences and the consequent implications for public policy. 
22
Experience of poverty and ethnicity in London
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/experience-poverty-and-ethnicity-london
This paper:

· examines the correlation between people from different ethnic backgrounds living in poverty; 

· makes comparisons between the experience of people from the Bangladeshi, Somali and white British community living on a low income; and 

· explores the key financial and social issues communities face in two London boroughs: Haringey and Tower Hamlets. 

23
Poverty, ethnicity and place
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-ethnicity-and-place
This paper:

· synthesises existing research on the link between place, poverty and ethnicity in England; 

· analyses ways in which location impacts on the relationship between patterns of poverty and ethnic groups in terms of employment, clustering and residential segregation and neighbourhood effects; and 

· suggests new areas of research required to further clarify this relationship. 
24
Social networks, poverty and ethnicity
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/social-networks-poverty-and-ethnicity
This paper:

· sets out current thinking on social networks; 

· considers the evidence on how networks affect people's experience of poverty and their ability to access resources and opportunities; and 

· explores the relevance of ethnicity to social networks reflection and shaping of different cultures and socio-economic status. 

25
Poverty, Ethnicity and caring
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-ethnicity-and-caring
This paper:

· considers the extent to which ethnicity is a factor in the ways in which families structure care of children and of disabled adults; 

· analyses how the resulting choices and opportunities influence and are influenced by poverty; and 

· explores how these relationships may vary over time and across different ethnic groups. 
26
The role of employer attitudes and behaviour
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/role-employer-attitudes-and-behaviour
This paper:

· explores the evidence base on the role of employer attitudes and behaviour in ethnicity and poverty; 

· considers discrimination in labour markets, workplace cultures and opportunity structures, labour market flexibility and the effects of black and minority ethnic workers' actions; 

· presents key findings on what can be done to improve the current context; 

· reviews gaps in the evidence base, suggesting areas for future research 

27
Inequality within ethnic groups
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/inequality-within-ethnic-groups
This paper:

· considers the extent of economic inequality within and between ethnic groups; 

· examines the relationship between economic inequality within ethnic groups and poverty rates across ethnic groups; and 

· discusses the implications of a better understanding of inequality within ethnic groups for analysis of, and approaches to, ethnic minority poverty. 
28
Poverty, ethnicity and education
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, May-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/poverty-ethnicity-and-education
This paper:

· summarises the evidence from literature, about the employment and earning benefits of education for different ethnic groups; 

· explores what factors affect the employment and pay benefits (returns) for people from different ethnic groups who achieve the same qualification level, and shows that there are different attainment outcomes for different ethnic groups at every stage of the education system; and 

· explores the significance of minority ethnicity in the type of higher education or training attended, attainment in higher education and, therefore, in labour market outcomes and earning capacity. 
29
Fuel poverty and mortality in Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland Longitudinal Study Research Brief, Nov-2010

http://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/NILSResearchSupportUnit/FileStore/Filetoupload,238890,en.pdf
Housing
30
Performance of the private rental market, Belfast Metropolitan Area July-December 2010
Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE), Jul-2011

http://www.nihe.gov.uk/performance_of_the_private_rental_market__belfast_metropolitan_area_july-december_2010__published_june_2011_.pdf
31
Housing and neighbourhoods monitor: fragility and recovery
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/housing-and-neighbourhood-monitor-fragility-and-recovery
The interaction between housing and neighbourhood trends across the UK throughout the economic downturn and the start of the recovery.
The recession has had wide-ranging effects on housing market performance and socio-economic conditions within neighbourhoods. This study looks at these pressures and how they manifest themselves from national to neighbourhood level, highlighting the fragile and uneven recovery from the recession. It shows how national policies, such as fiscal incentives, have very different effects locally because of the institutional, economic and tenure structure of local housing markets.

The report examines:

· the market policy context of how each UK nation has dealt with the economic downturn and recovery process; 

· trends within key housing and neighbourhood indicators in the four nations; 

· changes in the interaction between housing and neighbourhoods circumstances; 

· the policy challenges for housing markets and neighbourhoods in a devolved national context. 

32
Tackling housing market volatility in the UK
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/tackling-housing-market-volatility-uk
What measures can be taken to reduce housing market volatility in the UK? 
The housing market has experienced persistent 'boom and bust' cycles for the past 40 years. These cycles distort housing choices and increase risk. They drive mortgage arrears and repossession rates, curtail housebuilding capacity and increase intergenerational inequality. Yet policy-makers have done little to tackle the problem.

This report contains the conclusions of the Joseph Rowntree Foundation's Housing Market Taskforce. It argues that urgent action is needed now before another boom and bust cycle takes hold.

The report examines:

· how improving housing supply can limit volatility in the long run; 

· how using credit controls and reforming taxation could limit volatility in the short run; 

· how promoting financial capability among borrowers and responsible lending could be combined with an improved safety net to limit mortgage arrears and repossessions; 

· the possibilities for developing alternatives to home-ownership

Urban Regeneration
33
Sustainable urban neighbourhoods
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/sustainable-urban-neighbourhoods
Is it possible to meet the nation's growing need for affordable new homes while adapting to change and meeting environmental needs?
This summary outlines the work of the Sustainable Urban Neighbourhoods Network (SUNN), which is addressing these issues by studying new and growing developments and communities. Focusing on 'urban extensions' to existing towns and cities, this summary draws on case studies to provide recommendations about the best way for Britain’s house builders and developers to create sustainable new communities.

The summary:

· outlines the key messages from SUNN's studies; 

· highlights the need to focus on strategic spatial planning, better urban design and leaner construction; 

· recommends areas to be considered, including options for creative finance that address high land costs and reduce construction costs, the relationship between transport engineering and creating public spaces in new communities, long-term stewardship models and localism and the role of parish councils. 

34
Response to the Communities and Government Select Committee on Regeneration to enable growth
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Jun-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/response-regeneration-to-enable-growth
Response to the Communities and Government Select Committee consultation on 'Regeneration to enable growth - What Government is doing in support of community-led regeneration'.

Social Welfare
35
Workplace Pension Reforms Evaluation Strategy
Department for Work and Pensions, Jul-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_764.asp
36
Pension, Disability and Carers Service annual report of quarterly satisfaction monitor 2009/10
Department for Work and Pensions, Jul-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_761.asp
37
Welfare to work commissioning – Wave Two provider survey
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_757.asp
38
European Social Fund evaluation of sustainable development and green jobs
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_756.asp
39
Evaluation of European Social Fund Priority 1 and Priority 4: Extending Employment Opportunities to Adults and Young People
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_755.asp
40
Likely industry responses to the workplace pension reforms: Qualitative research with pension providers and intermediaries
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_753.asp
41
Job Services Australia: design and implementation lessons for the British context
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_752.asp
42
Access to work-related training
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_749.asp
43
Identifying claimants’ needs:  Research into the capability of Jobcentre Plus advisers
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_748.asp
44
Employment and Support Allowance: Findings from a follow-up survey with customers
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_745.asp
45
Trial incapacity benefits reassessment: customer and staff views and experiences
Department for Work and Pensions, Jun-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_741.asp
46
Study of School Gates Employment Support Initiative
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_747.asp
47
Review of the child material deprivation items in the family resources survey
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_746.asp
48
What do employers want from an aligned employment and skills system?
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_743.asp
49
Employer engagement and Jobcentre Plus
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_742.asp
50
An evaluation of the January 2009 and October 2010 arrangements for Support for Mortgage Interest: The role of lenders, money advice services, Jobcentre Plus and policy stakeholders
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_740.asp
51
Developing a clearer understanding of the Carer’s Allowance claimant group
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_739.asp
52
Lone Parent obligations: supporting the journey into work
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_736.asp
53
Predictors of attitudes to age across Europe
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_735.asp
54
Developing an online service:  Customer research into the benefits and likely uptake of Automated Service Delivery (Jobseeker’s Allowance)
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_734.asp
55
Helping more parents move into work: an evaluation of the extension of New Deal Plus for Lone Parents and In Work Credit: Final Report
Department for Work and Pensions, May-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_732.asp
56
CPU Child Poverty Pilots: Interim Synthesis Report
Department for Work and Pensions, March-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_730.asp
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