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Introduction
This is the Research Digest produced for the Department of Social Development.  
A significant amount of research is published outside of the DSD on issues which may be of interest to DSD policy makers, and this widely-dispersed information can be time consuming to collate.  This Digest will compile relevant research reports from across a range of social policy sources and areas of interest.
The Digest aims to compile the latest research relating to social development, to help inform policy and practice in the broader strategic areas of Poverty, Urban Regeneration, Housing and Social Welfare.  
The digest covers research published in the period from September 2010 to November 2010.  Report titles, along with a brief summary of the research (if applicable) and a web link to the report are provided.  Future Digests are scheduled to then be disseminated retrospectively every two months.

In the interest of ensuring that business needs are fully reflected, feedback is encouraged and suggestions for future editions are very welcome.

Further information on the aims and objectives of the Digest is available in the attached cover note.
Enquiries should be addressed to:


     Des Muldoon

     Analytical Services Unit
Level 4, James House, 

2-4 Cromac Avenue, 

Gasworks Business Park,     

Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JA

Tel: 028 90819957
Fax: 028 90819961
desmond.muldoon@dsdni.gov.uk
POVERTY
1
Between decent work and forced labour: examining the continuum of exploitation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/between-decent-work-forced-labour
This paper was commissioned as part of JRF's programme on forced labour, which aims to influence the development of policy and practice to reduce forced labour in the UK. 

The paper: 

· examines how forced labour is currently framed within national legislations; 

· introduces a continuum of exploitation and interventions, ranging from decent work to extreme exploitation and covering both labour law and criminal law; and 

· uses case studies to demonstrate how the concept of a continuum can be applied in practice in the UK. 

2
The Forgotten Age: Understanding poverty and social exclusion in later life

Centre for Social Justice, Nov-2010
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/client/downloads/20101122_Publications_Older%20Age.pdf
3
The Poverty Site
The Poverty Site, Nov-2010
http://www.poverty.org.uk/index.htm
The Poverty Site monitors what is happening to poverty and social exclusion in the UK. The material is organised around 100 statistical indicators covering all aspects of the subject, from income and work to health and education.  

4
A minimum income standard for rural households
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/minimum-income-rural-households
An extension of the work on a Minimum Income Standard (MIS) for the UK, exploring how needs and costs vary for rural households.
This study extends the MIS UK research to consider what rural households need to afford the same standard of living as their urban counterparts. It examines: 

· what different rural households need to meet the minimum income standard in comparison with urban households; 

· how meeting needs in key areas of expenditure, such as transport and fuel, differs signifi cantly in different types of location; and 

· how much income people in rural areas therefore require in order to afford a minimum socially acceptable standard of living. 

5
The low-pay, no-pay cycle: Understanding recurrent poverty
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/understanding-recurrent-poverty
How and why do people become trapped in a long-term cycle of low-paid jobs and unemployment? 

Little is known about people's repeated movements into and out of poverty over the course of their lives and, in particular, how this 'recurrent poverty' links to the low-pay, no-pay cycle and broader experiences of disadvantage. Based on detailed qualitative research in deprived neighbourhoods, the report: 

· examines the relationships between personal, family and labour market factors in explaining the low-pay, no-pay cycle; 

· documents experiences of everyday hardship and recurrent poverty amongst individuals with strong work motivation and repeated episodes in employment; and 

· outlines a series of policy measures to tackle the problems of the low-pay, no-pay cycle. 

. 

6
Reviewing the Spending Review: A sectoral analysis
Institute for Public Policy Research, Oct-2010
http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=784
7
Response to the Treasury Committee Enquiry on the Spending Review
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/treasury-committee-response-spending-review
Response to the Treasury Committee Inquiry on the Spending Review 'To inform Treasury Committee's inquiry on decision-making and other aspects of the recent Spending Review'. 
8
Inequalities in Old Age: the impact of the recession on older people in Ireland, North and South CARDI Grants
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Oct-2010
http://www.cardi.ie/publications/inequalitiesinoldagetheimpactoftherecessiononolderpeopleinirelandnorthandsouthcardigran
9
Higher costs of living for older people living in rural areas: Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Oct-2010
http://www.cardi.ie/publications/highercostsoflivingforolderpeoplelivinginruralareasvincentianpartnershipforsocialjustic
10
Measured or missed? Poverty and Deprivation among Older People: Older and Bolder
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Oct-2010
http://www.cardi.ie/userfiles/olderbolder1%20Measured%20or%20Missed%20Daly%202010.pdf
11
Providing personalised support to rough sleepers
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/support-rough-sleepers-london
This study evaluated the impact of a new pilot project offering personalised budgets to rough sleepers in the City of London, and explored the reasons for the project's success. It found that: 

· The majority of participants in the personalised budgets project were in accommodation by the time of evaluation; 

· Long-term personalised support was needed to encourage participants to remain in accommodation; 

· Both participants and professionals involved believed that the approach could work with other rough sleepers; and 

· The personalised approach brought elements of choice and control not provided by standard support. 

12
Providing personalised support to rough sleepers
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/support-rough-sleepers-london
This study evaluated the impact of a new pilot project offering personalised budgets to rough sleepers in the City of London, and explored the reasons for the project's success. It found that: 

· The majority of participants in the personalised budgets project were in accommodation by the time of evaluation; 

· Long-term personalised support was needed to encourage participants to remain in accommodation; 

· Both participants and professionals involved believed that the approach could work with other rough sleepers; and 

· The personalised approach brought elements of choice and control not provided by standard support. 

13
A funding settlement that works for people, not services
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/funding-settlement-people-not-services
This paper was written by Emma Stone and Claudia Wood, in advance of the Comprehensive Spending Review in October 2010 and the coalition Government's new vision for social care, expected in early November. This paper: 

· Examines the fact that we are at a critical point in the history of social care reform. A process spanning four separate administrations and all three major political parties may conclude in 2011 with the agreement of a new settlement for social care funding. 

· Poses the question: will the proposed funding settlement and statute be aligned with each other, and, critically, with a vision for social care that is designed around people's lives, rather than around services? 

14
Working-age ‘welfare’: who gets it, why and what it costs
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/working-age-welfare
This paper provides some basic facts about the five main benefits that make up, or add to, the income of the approximately five million out-of-work working-age adults to help inform the debate on public spending cuts. 

These are: 

· Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA); 

· Income Support (IS); 

· the Employment and Support Allowance (ESA); 

· Incapacity Benefit (IB); and 

· and Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 

The paper also examines the geography of claims; the reality for those claiming disability and illness benefits; and considers what these benefits are worth and how much they cost. An infographic is also available to download (PDF, 70KB). 

15
The links between global governance, UK poverty and welfare policy
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/global-governance-uk-poverty-welfare-policy
This paper was commissioned as part of JRF's programme on Globalisation, which explores and promotes awareness of the impacts of globalisation on the UK and focuses on communities and people in poverty. This paper 

· examines the relationship between globalisation and inequality in the UK and other OECD states; 

· outlines where further research in global governance and the alleviation of poverty is needed; and 

· discusses how global institutions can work towards poverty alleviation in the UK. 

16
The impact of global governance on poverty in the UK
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/impact-global-governance-uk-poverty
This paper was commissioned as part of JRF's programme on Globalisation, which explores and promotes awareness of the impacts of globalisation on the UK and focuses on communities and people in poverty. This paper: 

· classifies global governance institutions; 

· examines how these institutions have contributed to the production and/or the alleviation of poverty in the UK; and 

· outlines how anti-poverty campaigners in the UK can engage with global governance institutions. 

17
How globalisation is changing patterns of marginalisation and inclusion in the UK
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/globalisation-marginalisation-inclusion-uk
This paper was commissioned as part of JRF's programme on Globalisation, which explores and promotes awareness of the impacts of globalisation on the UK and focuses on communities and people in poverty. This paper: 

· explores the relationship between globalisation and the processes and patterns that determine the quality of life of communities in the UK; 

· discusses how globalisation affects the labour market; and 

· examines how governments and policy-makers should respond to the impacts of globalisation on poverty and inequality. 

18
Rebalancing local economies: widening economic opportunities for people in deprived communities
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/rebalancing-local-economies
This study, published by ippr north, compares the experience of 'matched pairs' of deprived neighbourhoods in Liverpool, Leeds and Middlesbrough. It explores why some areas improved their prospects over the past decade while others lagged. 

The research found that targeted investment and sustained economic growth, as well as active involvement by local people and collaboration with agencies in the wider area, can improve prospects for the North's most deprived communities. In particular: 

· early intervention to improve housing and tackle local 'crime and grime' issues encourage people with the best skills and potential to stay in the neighbourhood; 

· more innovation and local flexibility in welfare-to-work programmes is key to connecting unemployed people in neighbourhoods to job opportunities in the wider economy; 

· a positive and outward-looking neighbourhood spirit fosters confidence, leadership and aspiration and improves local economic prospects. 

This is the final report of a major programme of work undertaken by ippr north, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and The Northern Way. 

19
Reponse to the Independent Review on Poverty and Life Chances
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/response-poverty-and-life-chances
The Joseph Rowntree Foundations response to the Independent Review on Poverty and Life Chances. 

20
Reponse to the Department for Work and Pensions on 21st Century Welfare
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/response-dwp-21st-century-welfare
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation's response to the Department for Work and Pensions consultation on 21st Century Welfare.

21
In-work poverty in the recession
Institute for Public Policy Research, Sep-2010
http://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=774
URBAN REGENERATION

22
Regenerating Communities First Neighbourhoods in Wales
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/regenerating-communities-first-wales
A review of the progress made in regenerating Communities First areas in Wales between 2001 and 2008. 

This report reviews the Welsh Assembly Government's flagship regeneration programme Communities First (launched in 2001), which aimed to improve the conditions and prospects of people living in the most disadvantaged neighbourhoods in Wales. The report: 

· compares the extent to which first-generation Communities First neighbourhoods have improved relative to other similarly deprived neighbourhoods in Wales using key change indicators; 

· examines the directions taken by four different types of deprived first generation Communities First neighbourhoods using the key indicators of change; 

· explores the key factors affecting change in Communities First neighbourhoods between 2001 and 2008. 

HOUSING
23
Young people and housing in 2020: identifying key drivers for change
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-housing-key-drivers-for-change
The housing challenges that will face young people in 2020 and the likely influences on their housing options. 
This paper, commissioned as part of JRF's programme on young people and housing:

· identifies seven key drivers likely to influence the housing options of young people in the next ten years; 

· collates and presents key data relevant to the housing options of young people; and 

· lays foundations for the next stage of this study, which will develop scenarios of the housing circumstances of young people in 2020. 

24
A young people’s charter on housing
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-housing-charter
Young people's housing experiences, choices and aspirations. 

The shortage of affordable housing means that young people face major constraints in their housing choices. This puts increasing pressure on them to get their first move into the housing market right or risk losing out altogether. With many young people still aspiring to own a home, what are their experiences of moving through the housing system? What changes would they like to see? This Round-up: 

· summarises evidence from four projects led by young people aged under 30 across the UK examining their peers' experiences, housing choices and hopes for the future; 

· sets out the changes young people feel would help them make the right housing choices. 
We have commissioned a series of short animated films illustrating the challenges and dilemmas young people face when seeking their own housing. 
25
Young people and housing: the need for a new policy agenda
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/young-people-housing-need-new-agenda
A review of issues concerning young people and housing. 

Young people are the most mobile sector of the population. Julie Rugg of York University argues that, because of this, it is more important to know where young people have lived and where they may move to next than it is to know the tenure in which they live at any given moment. Understanding the nature of this 'pathway' is essential to forming better policy to support people making their first housing decisions. 

This Viewpoint reflects on current policy about young people and housing and considers the need to revise policies so they reflect the risks and obstacles specific to young people in the housing market.It offers an independent assessment of policy failures and proposes new policy agendas. 

26
The UK private rented sector as a source of affordable accommodation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/private-rented-sector-affordable-accommodation
An assessment of whether the private rented sector could provide an affordable alternative to home-ownership. 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) commissioned this paper to contribute ideas for its Housing Market Taskforce, a two-year programme of work aiming to achieve long-term stability in the housing market for vulnerable households. This paper: 

· examines features of the UK private rented sector; 

· investigates the impact of extending security of tenure and introducing second-generation rent controls; 

· assesses the potential for the private rented sector to provide an alternative to home-ownership for households who are priced out of home-ownership, or for whom risks are too high. 

27
Low-carbon housing: lessons from Elm Tree Mews
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/low-carbon-housing-elm-tree-mews
This report sets out the findings from a low carbon housing trial at Elm Tree Mews, York, and discusses the technical and policy issues that arise from it. 
The Government has set an ambitious target for all new housing to be zero carbon by 2016. With the application of good insulation, improved efficiencies and renewable energy, this is theoretically possible. However, there is growing concern that, in practice, even existing carbon standards are not being achieved and that this performance gap has the potential to undermine zero carbon housing policy. The report seeks to address these concerns through the detailed evaluation of a low carbon development at Elm Tree Mews. The report: 

· evaluates the energy/carbon performance of the dwellings prior to occupation and in use; 

· analyses the procurement, design and construction processes that give rise to the performance achieved; 

· explores the resident experience; 

· draws out lessons for the development of zero carbon housing and the implications for government policy; and 

· proposes a programme for change, designed to close the performance gap. 

28
Neighbourhood, community and housing in Bradford
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/neighbourhood-community-housing-bradford
How community-based forums can be used to promote shared understanding between new migrants and settled groups. 

The arrival of new migrants is commonly understood to bring tensions in community relations, competition for resources and challenges for local service delivery. The Coalition Government's focus on the 'Big Society' suggests that local people should come together to solve neighbourhood problems and build the community they want. 

This report explores the potential for residents to arrive at common understandings about local problems, needs and solutions. It: 

· explores new and settled populations' experiences of neighbourhood and community in Bradford; 

· evaluates the effectiveness of community forums for intercultural engagement and learning; 

· identifies areas of commonality and divergence in opinions on housing, neighbourhood and community between new and settled groups; and 

· explores the potential for building a shared understanding of ways to improve everyday life. 

29
Home Ownership and the distribution of personal wealth: A review of the evidence
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/home-ownership-distribution-personal-wealth
Analysis of evidence on the role that housing plays in the overall distribution of wealth in the UK.
This paper was commissioned to contribute ideas to JRF's Housing Market Taskforce. It:

· outlines the role that housing wealth plays in the overall distribution of wealth in the UK; 

· explores the growth in, and distribution of, housing wealth in the past few decades; and 

· considers the potential role housing wealth might play in improving the welfare of retired households and the role of inheritance and lifetime gifts on the inter-generational distribution of wealth. 

30
Public Attitudes to Housing
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2010
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/public-attitudes-to-housing
A review of existing evidence on public attitudes to housing.
This paper was commissioned to contribute ideas to JRF's Housing Market Taskforce. It aims to facilitate discussion by highlighting public attitudes to a range of key housing issues that are currently being debated. 

The paper examines:

· public attitudes towards housing tenure; 

· public attitudes towards neighbourhood and property types; 

· perceptions of housing taxation; and 

· the implications of the evidence for reforming the housing system to support vulnerable households. 

SOCIAL WELFARE
31
Labour Market Statistics – November 2010

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI), Nov-2010
http://www.detini.gov.uk/statistical_press_release_-_november_2010_for_web.pdf
32
‘Exempt’ and supported accommodation

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_714.asp
33
Supporting lone parents’ journey off benefits and into work: a qualitative evaluation of the role of In Work Credit
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_712.asp
34
An evaluation of the January 2009 arrangements for Support for Mortgage Interest
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_711.asp
35
Lone Parent Obligations: destinations of lone parents after Income Support eligibility ends
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_710.asp
36
European Social Fund Cohort Study: Wave 2
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_709.asp
37
Can altering the structure of financial support payments aid work retention amongst lone parents? Qualitative evaluation of the In Work Retention Pilot

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_708.asp
38
Employment and Support Allowance: Findings from a face-to-face survey of customers
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_707.asp
39
Jobseekers Regime and Flexible New Deal Evaluation: A report on qualitative research findings

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_706.asp
40
Updating the costs of Housing and Council Tax Benefit administration
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Nov-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_705.asp
41
Communicating with customers of retirement age
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_703.asp
42
Communicating with customers approaching retirement
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_702.asp
43
Attitudes to pensions: The 2009 survey
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_701.asp
44
Jobcentre Plus Equality Legislative Requirements Review

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_700.asp
45
Evaluation of the Six Month Offer: A report on quantitative research findings
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_699.asp
46
Low income working households in the private rented sector
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_698.asp
47
The Pension Tracing Service: A quantitative research study to establish who is using the service, and their outcomes
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_697.asp
48
Evaluation of The Pensions Advisory Service (TPAS) workplace visits
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_696.asp
49
Jobseekers Regime and Flexible New Deal Evaluation: Stage 2 and Stage 3 Customer Surveys
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_694.asp
50
How best to present State Pension information and support retirement planning
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Oct-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_690.asp
51
Measuring the satisfaction of partners and stakeholders on behalf of the Pension, Disability and Carers Service
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_692.asp
52
Support for Newly Unemployed and Six Month Offer evaluations: A report on qualitative research findings
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_691.asp
53
A qualitative overview of vacancy filling services for employers: Target setting and performance management
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_686.asp
54
Private landlords and the Local Housing Allowance system of Housing Benefit
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_689.asp
55
Tenants’ and advisers’ early experiences of the Local Housing Allowance national rollout
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_688.asp
56
Employers’ Pension Provision Survey 2009

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), Sep-2010
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_687.asp
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