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Introduction


This is the Research Digest produced for the Department of Social Development.  

A significant amount of research is published outside of the DSD on issues which may be of interest to DSD policy makers, and this widely-dispersed information can be time consuming to collate.  This Digest will compile relevant research reports from across a range of social policy sources and areas of interest.

The Digest aims to compile the latest research relating to social development, to help inform policy and practice in the broader strategic areas of Poverty, Urban Regeneration, Housing and Social Welfare.  

The digest covers research published in the period from September to November 2011.  Report titles, along with a brief summary of the research (if applicable) and a web link to the report are provided.  Future Digests are scheduled to then be disseminated retrospectively every two months.

In the interest of ensuring that business needs are fully reflected, feedback is encouraged and suggestions for future editions are very welcome.

Further information on the aims and objectives of the Digest is available in the attached cover note.




Enquiries should be addressed to:

     Des Muldoon
     Analytical Services Unit
Level 4, James House, 
2-4 Cromac Avenue, 
Gasworks Business Park,     
Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7 2JA
Tel: 028 90819957	Fax: 028 90819961
desmond.muldoon@dsdni.gov.uk
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1	Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion 2011
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Dec-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-2011

The annual report on the state of poverty and social exclusion in the UK, from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation and the New Policy Institute.
Each report, using official government data, is built around a set of 50 indicators. The analysis covers a wide range of issues, ranging from low income, worklessness and debt, to ill-health, poor education and problems in communities.
This report presents the legacy that was left to the Coalition Government by its predecessor, and examines the current Government's priorities for action. While many of the indicators show the ongoing effects of the recession and subsequent low economic growth, the report also looks much further back, analysing longer-term trends.
Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2011 is an essential resource for policy-makers and others wanting to take stock of what is happening and understand the challenges ahead.



2	A Better Life – what older people with high support needs value
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/older-people-high-support-needs-value

What do older people with high physical and mental support needs say they want and value in their lives?
Part of the JRF's A Better Life programme, this paper:
· explores the views of older people and the factors that help or hinder them; and 
· proposes a model which demonstrates how their needs could be met. 
The circular model combines aspects of well-being older people say they value with the factors that they claim help or hinder their quality of life.
The older person is at the centre of the circle as a "reminder that this is about diverse individuals and what they want from their lives, not what services and policies decide they can have".





3	The Poverty Site
The Poverty Site, Nov-2011

http://www.poverty.org.uk/index.htm

The Poverty Site monitors what is happening to poverty and social exclusion in the UK. The material is organised around 100 statistical indicators covering all aspects of the subject, from income and work to health and education.  

4	Northern Ireland Economic Outlook – November 2011
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Nov-2011

http://www.pwc.co.uk/ni/publications/nieo_nov_11.html


5	Northern Ireland Labour Market Report
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (DETI), Nov-2011

http://www.detini.gov.uk/lm_statistical_press_release_-_november_2011.pdf


6	Economic and Policy Appraisal of the options for the NI Childcare Strategy
Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister (OFMDFM), Nov-2011

http://www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/equality/equalityresearch/research-publications/esn-pubs/publications_2011.htm


7	Physical activity and mental health in ageing
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Nov-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/physicalactivityandmentalhealthinageing

This research brief examines the links between maintaining recommended levels of physical activity and positive effects on mental health and brain functioning as well as the public policy strategies in place to promote physical activity in the older population. 


8	White working-class neighbourhoods: Common themes and policy suggestions
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/white-working-class-neighbourhoods

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation's studies of traditionally white estates in Bradford, London, Coventry and Birmingham are part of a growing body of research into 'white identities'.
This summary:
· identifies common findings from JRF research on traditionally white estates, in the context of other similar work; 
· suggests how issues of white identity can be better understood and makes recommendations for policy and practice. 

9	Public Finance Bulletin – November 2011
Institute for Fiscal Studies, Nov-2011

http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5884


10	White working-class views of neighbourhood, cohesion and change
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/working-class-views-neighbourhood
This report discusses white working-class views on community cohesion and the impact of social change.
Community cohesion has been influential in shaping government policy since the 2001 disturbances in Burnley, Oldham and Bradford. During this period, few studies have assessed the contribution of white working-class communities to cohesion. Reviewing the experiences of residents in three neighbourhoods across England, this study:
· critically reviews the concept of community cohesion and its application; 
· looks at whether white working-class communities are a forgotten group disconnected from policy and politics; 
· discusses the complexity of whiteness, class and cohesion; and 
· recommends changing community cohesion to a grassroots initiative, embracing difference and diversity. 

11	Inequalities in healthcare in Europe
Centre for Ageing Research and Development in Ireland (CARDI), Nov-2011

http://www.cardi.ie/publications/inequalitiesinhealthcareineurope
Clive Needle, Director of EuroHealthNet, shares his perspective on health inequalities in Europe and the measures being taken to combat them.

12	Close to home: An inquiry into older people and human rights in home care
Equality and Human Rights Commission, Nov-2011

http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/inquiries-and-assessments/inquiry-into-home-care-of-older-people/close-to-home-report/
The inquiry has found that although many older people receive care at home which respects and enhances their human rights, this is by no means a universal experience. It uncovered areas of real concern in the treatment of some older people and significant shortcomings in the way that care is commissioned by local authorities.



13	Social care in Northern Ireland: A better future for all of us
PricewaterhouseCoopers, Nov-2011

http://www.ihcp.co.uk/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&Itemid=&gid=36&orderby=dmdate_published&ascdesc=DESC
A new report has said older people in Northern Ireland may face substantial costs for their care in the future that they will not be able to meet.

The study commissioned by the Independent Health and Care Providers (IHCP) group calls for changes to the current system.
 It found many people assume residential and nursing home accommodation is provided free but this is not the case.
 The report also points to a rapidly ageing population in NI.

14	Patterns of persistent poverty: evidence from EU-SILC
Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER), Nov-2011

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/publications/working-papers/iser/2011-30
The persistent at-risk-of-poverty rate is one of the EU’s 11 primary indicators of social inclusion but it has received little attention compared to the current at-risk-of-poverty rate. Using the 2008 EU Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) database, we compare persistent income poverty rates across European nations and examine differences in poverty profiles for subgroups defined by age and sex. We draw attention to similarities between the profiles for persistent at-risk-of-poverty rates and at-risk-of-poverty rates, and are led to question the relevance of the former measure in its current form as a key EUindicator of social progress.
15	Growing up in Northern Ireland
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/growing-up-northern-ireland

What is it like to be a child or young person in Northern Ireland?
Northern Ireland is a place in transition after three decades of conflict. This study examines the lives of 18 young people growing up in (and sometimes leaving) Northern Ireland during a period of profound social and political change, from the 1990s to 2010.
The report examines:
· the role of mobility in young lives; 
· the legacy of the 'Troubles' on transitions; 
· the factors influencing young people's response to critical events in their lives, and the impact on their mental health and wellbeing; 
· how young people connect to and participate in different communities (including local and family); and 
· how the messages from these stories could be used in policy and practice. 


16	School funding reform: an empirical analysis of options for a national funding formula
Institute for Fiscal Studies, Nov-2011

http://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/5754



17	Rethinking disability policy
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/rethinking-disability-policy
Since concerns about the impact of reductions in benefits and public services on disabled people are growing, is it time to develop radical challenges to the current disability policy agenda?
This Viewpoint reviews some aspects of disability policy since the early 1990s before making a detailed assessment of the current polices being introduced by the Coalition Government. Themes discussed include:
· Welfare reform 
· Personalisation policies and adult social care 
· The political and economic context of disability policy 
· The changes disabled people should be campaigning for. 
The author concludes with a call for the disabled people’s movement to move out of the disability policy agenda and engage with broader political and economic debates and developments.

18	Developing Social Care Policy: the public voice
Economic and Social Research Council/www.ark.org.uk (ESRC), Nov-2011


http://www.ark.ac.uk/publications/updates/update78.pdf


19	Experiences of forced labour among Chinese migrant workers
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Nov-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/chinese-experiences-forced-labour

How are Chinese migrant workers exploited at work, and why are they vulnerable to forced labour?
The economic boom and political conditions in China have led to many Chinese migrating to work in the UK. They often end up working long hours in poor conditions for pay well below the minimum wage.
This study examined the experiences of 32 migrant Chinese workers, mostly working in Chinese catering and hospitality businesses.
The report:
· outlines patterns of migration for work from China to the UK; 
· explores the complex relationship between migration, work and family; 
· reveals the range of exploitation (from decent work to forced labour) to describe the working conditions and patterns of employment of Chinese migrant workers in the UK; 
· considers what makes low-skilled migrant workers from China vulnerable to forced labour; and 
· identifies what actions could be taken by government, civil society organisations, trade unions and employers. 

20	Tackling fuel poverty during the transition to a low-carbon economy
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011


http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/tackling-fuel-poverty-low-carbon-economy

Are existing fuel poverty policies working or do we need to implement new ideas and approaches now?
Since energy prices are expected to carry on rising, this paper assesses some of the options available to governments and policy-makers if they are to successfully tackle fuel poverty whilst simultaneously managing the transition to a low-carbon economy.
The authors:
· claim fuel poverty can only be reduced by a focus on the energy efficiency and energy bills of those in fuel poverty, especially low-income vulnerable households; 
· propose that dramatically increasing the energy efficiency of fuel-poor homes is the long-term solution to fuel poverty; 
· outline potential new approaches to help ensure fuel poverty initiatives are better targeted at fuel poor households; 
· suggest these measures will have significant social and environmental benefits. 

21	Time to reconsider UK energy and fuel poverty policies?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/time-reconsider-uk-energy-and-fuel-policies

While the transition to a low carbon society will have obvious environmental benefits, concerns remain over whether it can co-exist with a socially just approach that seeks to protect low-income consumers from higher energy bills.
Contributing to the debate, this paper:
· sets out the key energy policies aimed at carbon reduction and fuel poverty that have direct cost implications for consumers; 
· explains the nature of an energy-saving programme which is targeted at households in fuel poverty; 
· discusses the potential conflicts that must be averted to ensure a socially just transition to a low carbon society. 

22	Occupational change and mobility among employed and unemployed job seekers
Institute for Social and Economic Research, Oct-2011

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/publications/working-papers/iser/2011-25

We use data from the Labour Force Survey to show that employed and unemployed job seekers in Great Britain originate from different occupations and find jobs in different occupations. We find substantial differences in occupational mobility between job seekers: employed job seekers are most likely to move to occupations paying higher average wages relative to their previous occupation, while unemployed job seekers are most likely to move to lower paying occupations. Employed and unemployed job seekers exhibit different patterns of occupational mobility and, therefore, do not accept the same types of jobs.


23	Not a one-way street: Research into older people’s experiences of support based on mutuality and reciprocity
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/older-peoples-experiences-support

This paper outlines interim findings from an action research project called 'Not a one-way street', which is part of the Better Life programme.
The project focuses on the various ways in which older people with high support needs take up active roles within different support arrangements based on 'mutuality and reciprocity'.
This paper:
· explores alternative approaches to planning, funding and providing long term care for older people with high support needs; 
· focuses on the ways older people with high support needs take up active roles based on 'mutuality and reciprocity'; 
· provides stories and situations where those involved are giving and receiving support, rather than more traditional services provided by professionals/organisations; and 
· contributes to emerging discussions and developments associated with 'mutuality and reciprocity'. 







24	Forced labour and UK immigration policy: status matters? 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/forced-labour-and-uk-immigration

What effect does UK immigration policy have on forced labour?
This paper:
· investigates the links between immigration status and migrants' vulnerability to forced labour; 
· explores how socio-legal status (specific rights to residence, work and social welfare) impacts on migrants' risk of forced labour, and; 
· reviews UK immigration policy, to assess how far it may reduce or facilitate the use of forced labour. 

25	Child and working-age poverty in Northern Ireland from 2010 to 2020 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/child-and-working-age-poverty-2010-2020

What levels of poverty might there be for children and working-age adults by 2020?
This study forecasts relative and absolute income poverty among children and working-age adults for each year between 2010/11 and 2015/16, and for 2020/21. It also examines:
· the impact of the coalition Government's reforms on poverty; and 
· implications for policy and poverty measurement. 
The full report is available from the IFS.



26	Disability, health and retirement in the United Kingdom 
Economic and Social Research Council, Oct-2011

http://www.ifs.org.uk/wps/wp1112.pdf

This ESRC paper examines changes in health and disability related transfers in the UK over the last thirty years, and describes how they are related to changes in labour force participation. The objective is to present a comprehensive description of the reforms to the institutional setting, along with available time series coming from administrative data on benefit receipt, cross-section or panel data on self-reported health and their interactions with labour force status. By providing systematic evidence on institutions and data, we hope to help future research providing a fuller picture of the trends over this period. We also present evidence on the impact of two large reforms to disability benefits in the UK.

27	The influence of parents, places and poverty on educational attitudes and aspirations
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/influence-parents-places-and-poverty-educational

What are the real barriers to educational achievement?
What is the relationship between young people's aspirations and how they are formed? Based on longitudinal research in three locations in the UK, this study investigates aspirations and empirical evidence.
There is a high degree of interest among politicians and policymakers in aspirations, driven by two concerns: raising the education and skills of the UK population, and tackling social and economic inequality. High aspirations are often seen as one way to address these concerns, but how aspirations contribute to strong work and educational outcomes is not well understood.
The report:
· examines the nature of aspirations; 
· explores how parental circumstances and attitudes, school, and opportunity structures come together to shape aspirations in deprived urban areas; and 
· argues that the approach to intervention should be reconsidered. 

28	A ‘four nations’ perspective on rights, responsibilities, risk and regulation in adult social care
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/four-nations-perspective-rights-responsibilities

This scoping paper:
· reviews the prevailing approaches and attitudes to risk-taking across the four nations of the UK; 
· considers current and likely future regulatory responses regarding this, drawing out similarities and differences and implications for these; and 
· highlights potential areas for shared learning. 

29	Whose risk is it anyway?  Risk and regulation in an era of personalisation
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/whose-risk-it-anyway
This scoping paper:
· argues that 'risk' is often perceived negatively by people using services (used as an excuse used for stopping them doing something), but needs to be shared between the person taking the risk and the system trying to support them; 
· states that although some people fear that personalisation may increase risk, it could help people to be safer by putting them more in control of their lives, helping them plan ahead, and focusing our safeguarding expertise on those who really need it; and 
· considers the fact that in an era of personalisation, approaches to risk and regulation will need to be equally personalised. 

30	CSO/EU SILC report on income and living conditions of older people
Central Statistics Office (CSO) Ireland, Sep-2011

http://www.cso.ie/en/media/csoie/releasespublications/documents/silc/2009/Thematic%20Report%20on%20the%20Elderly%202004%20and%202009.pdf
This report from the CSO focuses on the income of the elderly population (those aged 65 and over) in Ireland in 2004 and 2009. The first year for which a full year's data was available from SILC was 2004, and 2009 was the most recent data available. Information on the at risk of poverty rate and the consistent poverty rate as well as on the composition of the elderly population and levels of enforced deprivation experienced by the elderly are included in this report.

31	The Work Capability Assessment and a “real world” test of incapacity 
Institute for Social and Economic Research (ISER), Sep-2011

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/publications/working-papers/iser/2011-22

The Work Capability Assessment governs entitlement to the Employment and Support Allowance – the social security benefit for people who are “incapable of work”. It is based on rules which decide entitlement according to the combination of impairments experienced by the claimant. This paper discusses the relative merits of formal regulations and discretionary judgements in the assessment of “incapacity”, and considers the possible introduction of a discretionary (“real world”) test to complement the current rigid scoring system. The paper concludes with suggestions for further research which would shed light on the processes by which claimants are judged incapable of work.
32	Changing societal attitudes, and regulatory responses to risk-taking in adult care 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/changing-societal-attitudes-and-regulatory-responses

This scoping paper:
· explores the relationship between policy initiatives regarding risk-taking in adult care and its claim to reflect user experience; 
· argues that these policy initiatives are driven by the imperative of rationalising risk management; and 
· claims that such policies are not a response to user demand and that more research is needed to evaluate the attitudes of users of adult care to risk-taking. 

33	Community assets: emerging learning, challenges and questions
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/community-assets-learning-challenges-questions

What have we learned from JRF's series of seminars on community assets?
The current political and economic climate means there may never be a better opportunity for community organisations to buy or manage assets such as buildings, parks and wind farms for local benefit. But can they make the most of this opportunity while surviving spending cuts, political pressures and commercial competition?
This Round-up:
· summarises the learning from six events on community assets; 
· draws on nine research papers and briefing documents published in 2010 and 2011; 
· explores the opportunities, challenges and questions arising for community organisations, funders, policy-makers and government. 

34	Does income inequality cause health and social problems?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Sep-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/income-inequality-health-social-problems

Should income inequality worry us?
The UK witnessed a dramatic growth in income inequality in the 1980s, and since then the level of inequality has increased further, though at a slower rate. But should we be concerned about this? This report provides an independent review of the evidence about the impact of inequality, paying particular attention to the evidence and arguments put forward in 'The Spirit Level' by Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett (2009). The research examines:
· whether or not there is a link between income inequality and health and social problems; 
· who might be most affected by income inequality; and 
· other possible impacts of income inequality, for example, on the economy. 
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35	Welsh housing policy: where next?
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/welsh-housing-policy-where-next

The new Welsh Government has the chance to develop a Welsh housing policy, but where should they focus?
This paper:
· explores current Welsh housing policy; 
· investigates areas the new Welsh Government needs to focus on; and 
· looks into the purpose of social housing in Wales, ways in which homelessness can be prevented and how an increased supply of sustainable housing can be achieved. 


36	Boundaries of roles and responsibilities in housing with care schemes
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, Oct-2011

http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/boundaries-roles-and-responsibilities-housing-care-schemes

How can we define the boundaries of roles and responsibilities in housing with care (HWC) to improve quality of life for residents?
There is no single model of HWC. Schemes vary enormously in size and scale, location, services and cost; they are run by private companies and not-for-profit housing associations and charities; and there are significant. Since residents' quality of life can be affected by the way in which these organisations work together, clarity over boundaries, roles and responsibilities is crucial.
This Viewpoint:
· outlines contested roles among HWC providers; 
· explores the different expectations of residents, families, providers and professionals; 
· investigates how interaction between parties can create challenges; and 
· provides a draft framework for a future report and guide for providers. 

37	Hoarding of Housing: The intergenerational crisis in the housing market UK 
The Intergenerational Foundation (IF), Oct-2011

http://www.if.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/IF_Housing_Defin_Report_19oct.pdf

More than one-third of homes in England are “under-occupied”, putting pressure on younger generations as older people remain in their properties for longer, a study has suggested.
The Intergenerational Foundation says in its Hoarding on Housing report that 25 million bedrooms are empty in England’s homes.
The report found that 51.5 per cent of over-65s live in homes with two or more bedrooms that they do not need and half of single households where the owner is aged over 60 have three spare bedrooms or more. More than one-third of homes are “under-occupied”, up from one-fifth in 1971. These are classed as households with at least two bedrooms more than they require.

38	Housing Research Bulletin 
Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE), Autumn-2011

http://www.nihe.gov.uk/housing_research_bulletin_autumn_2011.pdf
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Social Welfare

39	Understanding the worklessness dynamics and characteristics of deprived areas
Department for Work and Pensions, Nov-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_779.asp


40	Perceptions of Welfare Reform and Universal Credit
Department for Work and Pensions, Nov-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_778.asp


41	Increasing digital channel use among digitally excluded Jobcentre Plus claimants
Department for Work and Pensions, Oct-2011

http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_776.asp
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