North West Quarter Plan Phase Two - response from the Democratic Unionist Party
 
General Comments  
 
The Democratic Unionist Party recognises the importance of the regeneration of this part of the city and has been actively involved with communities and traders in pursing this agenda.  Our comments should be considered alongside the document produced by Brown’s Square Community Association and the attached document, “The gateway for North  Belfast” which has been produced by the party as a discussion document for the development of Donegall Street, Clifton Street and the Lower Crumlin Road.
 
Timescale     This part of the city is generally in need of urgent physical and economic regeneration.  There is no indication of the potential timescale in the document for this regeneration.  Many of those who live and work in the area are very concerned that by the time this regeneration plan is drawn up and implemented the private sector will have already have gone ahead with much of the redevelopment.  Alternatively the area will lie undeveloped and a blight on communities and an inhibitor to the growth of the city centre.  Alongside this there is a need to tie in with the developers of the other city centre quarters.  The area is bounded by the North East Quarter and there is a potential for some spin off from these developments.  Other government and council initiatives such as arterial routes and neighbourhood renewal also need to be fitted into the picture.  There is an urgent need for a more coherent assessment of the area and particular attention should be paid to the timescale for redevelopment.
 
 Socio-economic trends
 
The document identifies areas of deprivation especially in the long established communities of Carrick Hill and Brown’s Square.  Any plan must take into account priority actions which will address this deprivation.  Already the private sector is buying land for housing developments within these communities.  If action is not taken to alleviate poverty then there will be huge divisions within the areas that will entrench poverty and deprivation.  This is a matter of priority and should not be held back waiting for a master plan which may or may not be relevant by the time it is delivered.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
