FAO Liquor Review Team
 
The Health Promotion Agency (HPA) welcomes the Department for Social Development’s consultation on Draft licensing and registration of clubs (amendment) (Northern Ireland) Order 2007
The HPA notes that the DSD intends to make allowance for clubs which wish to serve alcohol up to 2am, and would therefore like to reiterate the comments made in our response to Liquor Licensing – The Way Forward: Government Proposals to Reform Liquor Licensing Law in Northern Ireland, in January 2006, namely that it is vital that the impact of extending licensing laws to permit licensed premises to apply to open until 2am on weekdays and midnight on Saturdays is closely monitored. Arrangements for how this will be monitored, who will be responsible for monitoring it, and what actions will be taken if this change to licensing laws leads to increased problem drinking, should be set out clearly by the Department for Social Development.  Consideration should also be given to granting premises licenses to open until later only on the condition that their staff receive door staff and server training in alcohol-related harm reduction. 
 

The HPA believes that additional research should be funded in order to monitor and evaluate the impact of the liquor licensing changes proposed by the government on alcohol related ill-health, crime and disorder in Northern Ireland.

