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Introduction:
The Individual Income Series Bulletin provides estimates of the individual income of women and men across the region and provides a means by which men’s and women’s incomes can be compared either directly or in their own right. All adult women and men have been included in the analysis, whether living as couples or singles.  
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Background
1. All data is derived from the Family Resources Survey (FRS), a continuous cross-sectional survey with a sample of 1929 households across NI in 2008/09. It is a survey of private households only, which means that communal establishments such as nursing homes and halls of residence are not included in the sample. 
2. The analysis takes no account of the extent to which members of a household share their incomes with other household members and hence does not provide a measure of living standards.
3. The Individual Income Series takes into account the income that accrues to an individual as a result of their economic/social/family/legal/medical status.
4. Income deriving from an individual’s economic status includes: earnings from employment, income from property holdings/investments, income from the individual’s own occupational pension, earnings related and own contribution related retirement pensions, annuities,  contribution-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA(C)), Statutory Sick Pay (SSP), Statutory Maternity Pay (SMP), and Incapacity Benefit.
5. Income accruing to an individual as a consequence of their social/family/legal/medical status includes Child Benefit, maintenance income from an absent partner paid in respect of either spouse or children, Income Support, benefits such as Disability Living Allowance and state Retirement Pension received on the basis of a spouse’s contributions.
6. The individual income analyses presented in this report provide separate estimates of three individual income measures: total, net, disposable. Details of the income measure definitions are set out in Appendix 2.
7. The number of cases of single men with children (lone fathers) collected in the Family Resources Survey was small; hence this category is not presented separately within the tables.
8. Note that certain figures and tables are based upon three year data (2006/07 to 2008/09) due to the sample size of certain categories being too small.
9. Symbols and conventions - In the tables that follow, the following conventions have been used:

..   Indicates that the sample size was small and a reliable estimate could not be made
Contact Points
If you require further information on the NI Individual Income Series Bulletin, please contact:

Analytical Services Unit (ASU), 
Department for Social Development, 
Level 4, James House, 
2 Cromac Avenue, 
Gasworks Business Park, 
Ormeau Road, Belfast, 
BT7 2JA.
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1 Individual Income Distributions by Gender and Family Type
This section analyses individual income distributions in Northern Ireland and variations in individual income by gender and family type.
1.1 Key Findings

· Median values for men were higher than those for women.

· Total Individual Income for women was £206 per week, compared to £298 for men.

· 156,600 women had a total individual income of less than £100 per week; the comparative figure for men was 97,600.
· 48% of women had incomes in the bottom two quintiles of the income distribution, compared to 32% of men.
· 27% of males had total individual incomes within the top quintile; the comparative figure for females was 13%.
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£ per week (2008/09 prices)

Family Type Total Net  Disposable Population 

(thousands)

Total Net Disposable Population 

(thousands)

Single without 

children 212 182 163 125.8 236 200 175 194.6

Single Pensioner 182 180 173 87.3 .. .. .. ..

Single with children 281 233 214 57.7 .. .. .. ..

Couple without 

children              233 196 171 155.2 348 280 247 157.2

Pensioner Couple 103 103 91 79.5 194 193 186 79.5

Couple with children 254 229 195 174.0 403 322 282 174.0

All Adults 206 188 170 679.4 298 244 222 636.4



Women Men


Figure 1.1 Distribution of Total Individual Income by £10 Bands, All Adults, 2008/09
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Total Individual Income (£ per week 2008/09 prices)

Population (thousands)

All Men All Women

Median Women (£206 pw)

Median Men (£298 pw)

32,700 men with incomes above £900 per week

8,700 women with incomes above £900 per week
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Family Type Bottom 

quintile

Second 

quintile

Third 

quintile

Fourth 

quintile

Top 

quintile

Population 

(thousands)

Single without children 27 19 22 19 14 125.8

Single pensioner 14 44 28 12 2 87.3

Single with children 6 30 18 25 22 57.7

Couple without children 27 15 24 17 17 155.2

Pensioner couple 50 34 10 4 3 79.5

Couple with children 19 18 22 23 18 174.0

All Women 24 24 21 18 13 679.4

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1,315.8

Table 1.2 Percentage Distribution of Women by Family Type within the All Adult Total 

Individual Income Quintiles, 2008/09
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Family Type Bottom 

quintile

Second 

quintile

Third 

quintile

Fourth 

quintile

Top 

quintile

Population 

(thousands)

Single without children 27 14 21 23 15 194.6

Single pensioner .. .. .. .. .. ..

Single with children .. .. .. .. .. ..

Couple without children 11 13 18 21 37 157.2

Pensioner couple 14 37 20 17 13 79.5

Couple with children 10 7 14 28 41 174.0

All Men 16 16 18 23 27 636.4

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1,315.8

Table 1.3 Percentage Distribution of Men by Family Type within the All Adult Total 

Individual Income Quintiles, 2008/09


2 Total Individual Income by Source of Income

This section looks at the seven main components of mean weekly total individual income and the variation in these components for men and women. Differences in total individual income by family type are also examined.

Normally median income is used in analysis such as this because it is less sensitive to estimation error than mean income, but due to the nature of the analysis in this section mean individual income has been used to allow the dis-aggregation of individual income by its source.
The seven main sources of total individual income employed in this section are:

· Earnings

· Self-employment income

· Non-state pensions and annuities

· Investment income

· Tax credits

· Other income (including maintenance, income from an absent partner, trade union sick and strike pay, income from babysitting, odd jobs and other miscellaneous sources)

· Benefit income: This has been sub-divided into three categories which take account of whether benefits are received by individuals or benefit units / households.  The three categories are:

1. Dependent benefits (most importantly: Child Benefit and Income Support)

2. Mainly personal benefits (most importantly: state Retirement Pension and Incapacity Benefit)

3. Individual benefits (most importantly: Disability Living Allowance and Attendance Allowance)

It should be noted that benefit payments have not been split into claimant / dependant entitlements, therefore the individual receiving the payment in respect of a partner and/or other dependants, has been assigned the full payment for the purposes of this analysis.

2.1 Key Findings

· Mean total individual income for women in 2008/09 was £260 per week; 66% was sourced from earnings (employment and self-employment); 22% from benefits; and 4% from non-state pensions.

· Mean total individual income for men in 2008/09 was £400 per week; 79% was sourced from earnings (employment and self-employment); 9% from benefits; and 6% from non-state pensions.

· For 37% of all women and 22% of all men, State Support made up at least 75% of their income.
· 60% of all men and 41% of all women received at least 75% of their income from employment.
· 47% of female lone parents derived 75% or greater of their income from State Support.
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Source of Income Single 

without 

children

Single 

with 

children

Single 

pensioner

Couple 

without 

children

Couple 

with 

children

Pensioner 

couple

Earnings 84 55 3 82 72 18 64

Self-employment 1 2 1 3 4 0 2

Non-State pensions 1 - 21 3 - 17 4

Investments - - 3 1 1 4 1

Tax Credits 1 17 - - 9 - 5

Benefit Income

  Dependent Benefits 4 17 - 1 11 - 6

  Mainly Personal Benefits 2 2 59 5 1 48 11

  Individual Benefits 3 2 12 3 3 12 4

  Total 10 21 71 9 14 60 22

Other 2 5 - 1 1 0 2

Total Income  

(£ per week 

2008/09 prices)

249 420 205 258 301 137

Table 2.1 Mean Total Individual Income and Composition by Source of Income, by Family 

Type, All Women, 2008/09

All 

Women

260
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Source of Income Single 

without 

children

Single 

pensioner

Couple 

without 

children

Couple 

with 

children

Pensioner 

couple

All 

Men

Earnings 71 .. 65 75 10 63

Self-employment 15 .. 18 19 9 16

Non-State pensions 2 .. 7 1 32 6

Investments 4 .. 4 1 6 3

Tax Credits - .. - 1 0 1

Benefit Income

  Dependent Benefits 2 .. 1 1 0 1

  Mainly Personal Benefits 3 .. 3 1 38 7

  Individual Benefits 2 .. 2 - 5 2

  Total 7 .. 5 2 43 9

Other 1 .. - 1 1 1

 Total Income 

(£ per week 

2008/09 prices)

313 .. 451 530 298 400

Table 2.2 Mean Total Individual Income and Composition by Source of 

Income, by Family Type, All Men, 2008/09
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Single 

with 

children

Single 

pensioner 

Couple 

without 

children

Couple 

with 

children

Pensioner 

couple

All 

women

From State Support

Less than 25% 80 17 5 78 54 12 50

Between 25% and 50% 1 20 12 1 11 6 7

Between 50% and 75% 1 16 12 2 5 10 6

75% or greater 18 47 71 19 30 71 37

From Employment

Less than 25% 33 52 96 36 33 90 50

Between 25% and 50% 1 18 2 1 5 2 4

Between 50% and 75% 1 18 1 1 11 2 5

75% or greater 64 12 1 62 50 6 41

Table 2.3 Proportion of Total Individual Income from State Support and Employment by 

Family Type, All Women, 2008/09

Percentage
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without 
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Single 

pensioner 

Couple 

without 

children

Couple 

with 

children

Pensioner 

couple

All 

Men

From State Support

Less than 25% 78 .. 82 89 18 71

Between 25% and 50% 1 .. 2 2 18 4

Between 50% and 75% - .. 2 - 14 3

75% or greater 21 .. 14 8 50 22

From Employment

Less than 25% 32 .. 25 13 90 36

Between 25% and 50% 1 .. 1 1 4 1

Between 50% and 75% 1 .. 3 4 5 3

75% or greater 66 .. 71 82 2 60

Table 2.4 Proportion of Total Individual Income from State Support and Employment by 

Family Type, All Men, 2008/09

Percentage


3 Individual Income by Age Band

3.1 Introduction

This section looks at the individual incomes of women and men by age band and family type.  Family responsibilities and economic activity varies across age groups and should be borne in mind when reviewing these results.

3.2 Key Findings

· The highest individual income for women was £305 per week and was received between the ages of 35 and 39.

· The highest individual income for men was £398 per week and was received between the ages of 35 and 39.

· The greatest divergence between male and female median total individual income was between the ages of 55 and 59 and amounts to £134 per week.

· Earnings made up the highest proportion of individual income for both sexes, up to retirement age.
· Benefit receipt tended to be higher for women than men before the age of 55.
Figure 3.1       Median Total Individual Income by Age Band, All Women and All Men, 2008/09
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Age Band Total Net Total Net Disposable

16-24 166 135 118 217 183 158

25-29 280 231 199 340 275 234

30-34 281 239 206 391 312 267

35-39 305 250 220 398 316 263

40-44 299 244 223 391 320 282

45-49 256 212 197 354 291 263

50-54 237 196 179 309 250 228

55-59 164 151 143 298 256 235

60-64 145 145 133 221 213 208

65-69 108 108 103 220 211 201

70 and over 140 137 131 191 185 174

£ per week (2008/09 prices)

All Women All Men

Disposable
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Age Band Bottom 

Quintile

Second 

Quintile

Third 

Quintile

Fourth 

Quintile

Top 

Quintile

Population 

(thousands)

16-24 37 21 23 12 6 87.7

25-29 8 18 28 28 18 60.5

30-34 14 13 27 22 24 56.9

35-36 13 18 18 24 27 63.7

40-44 15 18 17 30 20 66.9

45-49 17 17 28 19 20 62.7

50-54 24 20 22 19 14 61.3

55-59 39 20 14 19 8 40.7

60-64 30 37 22 5 5 50.9

65-69 44 33 14 7 2 34.3

70 and over 28 42 19 8 2 93.7

All Women 24 24 21 18 13 679.4

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1315.8

Table 3.2 Percentage Distribution of Women by Age Band within the All Adult Total 

Individual Income Quintiles, 2008/09
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Age Band Bottom 

Quintile

Second 

Quintile

Third 

Quintile

Fourth 

Quintile

Top 

Quintile

Population 

(thousands)

16-24 32 13 31 18 7 90.2

25-29 5 10 20 41 24 59.8

30-34 13 6 13 29 38 55.5

35-36 16 8 10 26 39 61.6

40-44 11 9 15 25 39 63.7

45-49 14 9 13 26 38 59.4

50-54 15 15 19 15 36 54.7

55-59 14 19 17 16 34 45.8

60-64 22 20 19 15 24 44.0

65-69 11 32 19 21 17 39.3

70 and over 13 44 21 13 9 62.4

All Men 16 16 18 23 27 636.4

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1315.8

Table 3.3 Percentage Distribution of Men by Age Band within the All Adult Total 

Individual Income Quintiles, 2008/09


Figure 3.2 Mean Total Individual Income and Composition by Source of Income and Age Band, All Women, 2008/09
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Figure 3.3 Mean Total Individual Income and Composition by Source of Income and Age Band, All Men, 2008/09
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4 Individual Income by Marital Status
This section looks at the individual incomes of women and men in NI, by Marital Status.
4.1 Key Findings

· The greatest difference in income measures was for married/civil partnership men and women. Total individual income for married/civil partnership women in 2006/09 was £197 per week, compared to £356 per week for men.
· Separated women received the highest median female income at £249 per week, just slightly higher than that of cohabiting women who received £248 per week.
· Married/civil partnership men received the highest median male income at £356 per week.
· Married/civil partnership and cohabiting men fell mainly at the top of the income distribution. 60% of married/civil partnership men and 59% of cohabiting men had incomes in the top two quintiles.
Figure 4.1 Median Individual Income by Marital Status, All Women and All Men, 2006/09
[image: image17.emf]197

248

197

249

356

338

174

213

294

198

208

219

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

Married Cohabiting Single Widowed Separated Divorced

Marital Status

£ per week (2008/09 prices)

All Women All Men


[image: image18.emf]Table 4.1 Percentage Distribution of Women by Marital Status within the Adult 

Total Individual Income Quintiles, 2006/09

Percentage

Marital Status Bottom 

Quintile

Second 

Quintile

Third 

Quintile

Fourth 

Quintile

Top 

Quintile

Population 

(thousands)

Married / Civil 

Partnership  30 20 18 17 15 367.0

Cohabiting 16 14 34 22 14 39.0

Single  24 25 21 18 12 139.1

Widowed 12 47 27 11 3 68.9

Separated 14 24 21 25 16 26.5

Divorced / Civil 

Partnership 

dissolved

17 29 22 18 14 29.7

All Women 25 24 21 17 13 670.2

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1296.7


[image: image19.emf]Table 4.2 Percentage Distribution of Men by Marital Status within the Adult 

Total Individual Income Quintiles, 2006/09

Percentage

Marital Status Bottom 

Quintile

Second 

Quintile

Third 

Quintile

Fourth 

Quintile

Top 

Quintile

Population 

(thousands)

Married / Civil 

Partnership  10 14 16 24 36 367.2

Cohabiting 11 5 25 32 27 39.5

Single  26 18 24 21 11 173.0

Widowed 11 38 23 17 11 17.7

Separated 16 16 22 24 23 14.4

Divorced / Civil 

Partnership 

dissolved

20 22 26 10 22 14.7

All Men 15 15 19 23 27 626.5

All Adults 20 20 20 20 20 1296.7


5 Individual Income within Couple Households

This section looks at information relating to the mean total individual income and mean total family income for women and men living as couples in NI.  Note that total family income estimates relate only to the couple family and have not been adjusted to take account of other individuals living in the same household.

The analyses in this section examine the differences in the structure of family incomes for different couple groups, rather than comparing differences in the level of family incomes.  The presence of a small number of high income individuals in the sample makes mean incomes more sensitive to the income distribution, than median incomes.  Such sample variations, may result in differences in the overall level of family incomes not reflecting differences in family groups.
5.1 Key Findings

· In 2008/09 64% of all couples family income came from men’s individual income, compared to 35% from women’s individual income. 
· This is similar for married couples in 2006/09 who received 64% from men’s individual income and 36% from women’s individual income. Cohabiting couples received 57% of total family income from men’s individual income compared to 42% from women’s individual income. 
[image: image20.emf]£ per 

week

%

£ per 

week

%

£ per                 

week

%

£ per 

week

%

Total Family Income 712 100 440 100 839 100 713 100

Adult income (including 

household level income)

712 100 439 100 835 100 711 100

Adult income (excluding 

household level income)

711 100 435 99 831 99 708 99

Women's Income 258 36 137 31 301 36 253 35

Employment Income 222 31 25 6 226 27 186 26

Non-state pensions 7 1 23 5 1 0 8 1

Investments 4 1 6 1 3 0 4 1

Tax Credits 0 0 0 0 26 3 11 2

Benefit income 23 3 83 19 43 5 43 6

Other Income 3 0 0 0 2 0 2 0

Men's Income 451 63 298 68 530 63 455 64

Employment Income 376 53 55 12 498 59 366 51

Non-state pensions 32 4 94 21 4 0 32 4

Investments 18 3 18 4 6 1 13 2

Tax Credits 1 0 0 0 7 1 3 0

Benefit income 22 3 127 29 10 1 38 5

Other Income 2 0 4 1 3 0 3 0

Population (thousands)

Table 5.1 Mean Total Family Income and Composition by Source of Individual 

Income, by Family Type, All Couples, 2008/09

Couple 

without 

children

Pensioner         

Couple

All                       

Couples

Couple With 

children

156.2 79.5 174.0 409.7


[image: image21.emf]Source of Income % % %

Total family income 716 100 638 100 709 100

Adult income 

(including household 

level income)

715 100 638 100 708 100

Adult income 

(excluding household 

level income)

712 99 630 99 704 99

Women's Income 256 36 266 42 257 36

   Employment Income 186 26 220 35 189 27

   Non-state pensions 10 1 0 0 9 1

   Investments 5 1 1 0 5 1

   Tax Credits 9 1 18 3 10 1

   Benefit income 45 6 24 4 43 6

   Other income 1 0 2 0 2 0

Men's Income 456 64 364 57 447 63

   Employment income 364 51 338 53 362 51

   Non-state pensions 34 5 7 1 32 4

   Investments 13 2 1 0 12 2

   Tax Credits 3 0 3 0 3 0

   Benefit Income 39 5 13 2 36 5

   Other Income 3 0 2 0 3 0

Population 

(thousands)

39.3 368.0 407.4

Table 5.2 Mean Total Family Income and Composition by Source of Individual 

Income, by Marital Status, All Couples, 2006/09

£ per 

week

£ per 

week

£ per 

week



Married Couple Cohabiting Couple



All Couples


6 Individual Income by Economic Activity

This section examines the individual incomes of women and men, analysed by economic activity status (see Appendix 2).

6.1 Key Findings

· The highest median total individual incomes came from those in full-time employment; £353 per week for women and £403 per week for men.

[image: image22.emf]£ per week (2008/09 prices)

Economic Activity Status

Total Net  Disposable Total Net Disposable

Full-time employee

353 285 272 403 314 305

Part-time employee

208 189 181 181 161 168

Self-employed

226 208 199 315 284 277

Unemployed

.. .. .. 48 48 51

Retired

130 129 130 192 188 188

Other

93 93 96 107 107 119

Table 6.1  Median Total Individual Income by Economic Activity 

Status, All Women and All Men, 2006/09

All Women All Men


Appendices

Appendix 1: Glossary of Technical Terms

Mean

The mean in this publication is the average income, found by adding up all the incomes in a population and dividing the result by the number of people.

Median

The median in this publication is the “middle” value, which is the income value which divides the population, when ranked by income, into two equal sized groups.

Quintile Analysis
Quintile analysis looks at the population ranked by income and divided into five equal groups known as quintiles. Each quintile group therefore contains twenty per cent of the population. The lowest quintile group is the twenty per cent of the population with the lowest incomes. 
Appendix 2: Definitions of Individual Income and Other Concepts used in the Individual Income Series Bulletin
A number of definitions are employed in producing the individual income series.  The main ones are described below.

Adult

All those individuals who are aged 16 and over, unless defined as a dependent child.
Age

The age of a person is reported as ‘age at last birthday’ (i.e. at the time of interview).

Child 
A dependent child is defined as an individual aged under 16. A person will also be defined as a child if they are 16 to 19-years old and they are:

· not married nor in a Civil Partnership nor living with a partner; and

· living with parents; and

· in full-time non-advanced education or in unwaged government training.

Economic Activity Status

This classification is equivalent to the FRS harmonised output category for economic status. A list of the harmonised questions (inputs) and outputs is available at:
http://www.ons.gov.uk/about-statistics/harmonisation/index.html.
Employment income

Total income from employment and self-employment.

Family Type
This classification is the same as that used for the Family Resources Survey. The classifications are defined below.

Single Pensioner

A single adult of state pension age or over.
Pensioner couple

A couple where the head of the benefit unit is of state pension age or over.

Couple with children
A non-pensioner couple with dependent children.

Couple without children

A non-pensioner couple with no dependent children.
Single with children

A non-pensioner single adult with dependent children.

Single without children

A non-pensioner single adult with no dependent children.
Household

The FRS definition of a household is a single person or group of people living at the same address as their only or main residence, who either share one meal a day together or share the living accommodation (i.e. living room).
Individual Income

The Income measures used are:

· Total

· Net

· Disposable

Total Individual Income is defined as gross individual income plus tax credits.

Tax credits

Includes all payments of Working Tax Credit (WTC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC).  

Gross Individual Income is defined as weekly gross income; the total of six components; earnings, self-employment income, non-state pensions, investments income, benefit income and other income.

Earnings

For those currently working as an employee, earnings are equal to weekly gross pay before any deductions,

· less any refunds of income tax

· less any motoring and mileage expenses,

· less any refunds for items of household expenditure,

· plus bonuses received over the last 12 months,

· less any statutory sick pay or Statutory Maternity Pay.

All the above values are converted into weekly amounts.

Self-employment income

This is the total amount of income received from self-employment gross of tax and National Insurance payments, based on profits where an individual considers themselves as running a business or on estimated earnings/drawings otherwise.  Excludes any profit due to partners in the business. Any losses are deducted.

Non-state pensions

Include payments received from occupational, stakeholder and personal pension schemes, widow’s employee pensions, trade union and friendly society pensions, annuity pensions, trusts and covenants.

Investment income

Includes interest and dividends received from savings and investments. Income from investments deriving from joint accounts is assumed to be received equally by the account holders.
Total benefit income

This includes all state benefits except those that are available at a household level.

Other Income

This includes payments from all other sources including e.g. baby-sitting, allowances from absent spouses, organisations, royalties, odd jobs, sub-tenants, educational grants.
Net Individual Income is defined as:

Individual income net of income tax and National Insurance contributions

Net individual income is weekly gross individual income,

· Plus tax credits

· Less income tax payments

· Less National Insurance contributions

Disposable Individual Income is defined as:

Individual income, including deductions and additions which are potentially shared in different ways across benefit units / household (eg housing and maintenance), net of income tax and National Insurance contributions, childcare and travel to work costs.
Disposable individual income is weekly net individual income,

· plus Housing Benefit / Council Tax Benefit payments, apportioned across household adults where appropriate

· plus income from letting or sub-letting, apportioned across household adults where appropriate

· Iess all maintenance and child support payments, which are deducted from the income of the person making the payment.

· less parental contributions to students living away from home

· less housing costs, apportioned across household adults where appropriate
All the above are values converted into weekly amounts.

Note: the deduction of shared outgoings such as housing will mean that some individuals will have negative disposable incomes.

Housing Costs

Housing costs include the following:

· Domestic rates
· Rent (Gross of Housing Benefit)

· Mortgage interest rates (net of tax relief)

· Ground rent and service charges
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