Dear Sir/Madam

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above draft legislation.  

Please find response from Newtownabbey District Policing Partnership herewith:

The underlying reasons for considering change to current provisions are accepted and the DPP considers that the approach of introducing a balanced package of changes with immediate effect is an acceptable way forward.  Concern has been expressed in terms of the potential adverse effect of extended and exceptional opening hours but on balance it is accepted that adequate safeguards have been included.  The proposed changes in terms of ‘Children’s Certificates’ are accepted as practical and sensible in contemporary society.  Proposed changes vide Articles 7 and 12 are welcomed albeit hopefully the potential need for such measures is now reduced.

The introduction of a ‘Penalty Points scheme (Art. 8 and 13) is considered a positive development.  Concern has been expressed in terms of the provisions concerning the supervision and inspection of accounts having regard to the history of the need for such provisions.  Inspection of accounts should be robust and thorough and to this end members suggest that there should be close cooperation and collaboration between police and auditors.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours faithfully

Campbell Dixon
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