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Introduction

The Analytical Services Unit of the Department for Social Development (DSD) have developed a
set of analyses from its existing scans of Social Security Benefit administrative data for the persons
of WorkingAgeand their Children and the persons over State Pension Age in Northern Ireland.

By matching data from the individual benefit scans an estimate can be made of the number of
people who were claiming at least one of the key benefits that are available to the working age
population and those over state pension age. People are assigned a statistical group depending
on which key benefits they are claiming (see Definitions and Conventions).

Section 1 analyses persons of working age in receipt of the key benefits which are available to
persons of working age with the main exception of Bereavement Benefits and Housing Benefit.
Section 2 analyses the children of persons of working age on key benefits. They are designed to
give a good indication of the size of the population on these benefits and how this changes over
time. However, they are affected by changes to the conditions of entitlement and to the existence of
the benefits themselves. No attempt has been made to adjust the series for such factors.

Section 3 analyses persons of pensionable age on key benefits that are available to persons over
state pension age with the main exception of Bereavement Benefits and Housing Benefit.

Information on the key characteristics of these claimants is also available for age, gender, duration,
family type and regional analysis. It is also possible to look at changes in the composition of the
statistical groups in the benefits system over time. Analysis of the movement on, off and between
the benefits is also included (see Methodology).

TheAppendices give additional information on Child Maintenance and Enforcement Division and
MaternityAllowance data which are not included in the analysis of children in section 2.

The definitive details of caseloads and characteristics of claimants of each individual benefit can
be found in the separate publications and press releases that Analytical Services Unit issue.
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Definitions and Conventions - Sections 1 and 2

Key benefits Symbols and conventions

Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) Working age is 16 to 64 years for men
Incapacity Benefit (IB) 16 to 59 years for women
Severe Disablement Allowance (SDA) Population estimates are mid year from 1998 to 2008
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 16-18 year olds in full-time education from 1998/99 to
Income Support (IS) 2008/09

       “.” not applicable
[State Pension Credit (SPC) for males aged 60 - 64 which replaced Income Support for persons
aged 60 and over in October 2003 is also included]

Tax Credits
Child Tax Credit (CTC)

Statistical group
Claimants are assigned to one statistical group in the following order

Unemployed Claimant in receipt of JSA (including credits)

Sick and Disabled Claimant in receipt of one or more of IB (including credits), SDA, DLA,
IS with a disability premium

Lone Parent Single people with children on IS and not receiving a disability
related premium

Others IS claimants not in other groups, males aged 60 - 64 in receipt of
State Pension Credit

Family type
This is based mainly on whether the claimant has a partner and dependants for which additional
amounts of benefit are payable. These are payable with all benefits except:

JSA (Contribution based only or Credits) details available for partners, children’s details may
be incomplete

IB/SDA details available only for claimants who qualify for a
child and/or partner allowance (not payable in all
cases)

DLA no details available

Benefit type
Income replacement IS, JSA (excluding credits), IB (excluding credits) and SDA
Other DLA
NI Credits Through claiming JSA or IB

Benefit entitlement
Contributory benefits IB, Contribution based JSA
Means tested benefits IS and Income based JSA
Other benefits SDA, DLA
NI Credits Through claiming JSA or IB
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Key benefits Symbols and conventions

Attendance Allowance (AA) State Pension Age is 65 years and over for men
Incapacity Benefit (IB) 60 years and over for women
Severe Disablement Allowance (SDA)
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) Population estimates are mid year from 1998 to 2008
Carer’s Allowance (CA)        “.” not applicable
State Pension Credit (SPC)
(Income Support prior to October 2003)
State Pension (SP) formerly Retirement Pension
Widow’s Benefit (WB)

Statistical group

Claimants are assigned to one statistical group based on the benefits being claimed. Claimants
are classified as disabled if AA or DLA is being claimed. The statistical groups are:-

SP and SPC/IS, Disabled

SP and SPC/IS, Not Disabled

SP but not SPC/IS, Disabled

SP but not SPC/IS, Not Disabled

SPC/IS but not SP, Disabled

SPC/IS but not SP, Not Disabled

Not SP nor SPC/IS, Disabled

Not SP nor SPC/IS, Not Disabled

Note that the statistical groups refer only to SSA benefits. Claimants may also be receiving income
from other sources e.g. occupational pensions and investments.

Definitions and Conventions - Section 3
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Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

Section 1: Persons of Working Age on Key Benefits

1.1 Age and Gender

• In August 2009 about 21% (230,280) of people of working age claimed a key benefit – relatively
unchanged from 21% (221,780) inAugust 2006.

• About 126 thousand men of working age claimed a benefit, compared with 104 thousand women.
Some of that difference was due to differences in retirement age and because men normally
claim a means tested benefit on behalf of a couple.

• The overall number of claimants rose by 8,500 between August 2006 and
August 2009.

• In August 2009 about 19% ( 204,060) of people of working age claimed a key out-of-work
benefit - 19% (199,560) in August 2006.

• Older people were more likely to be claiming benefits. In 2009, 30% of those aged 55 to 59
claimed a benefit compared to 18% of those aged 18 to 24.

• Four age groups have increased in size since August 2006. The greatest increase was in the
18 to 24 age group (up by 5,960). The largest reduction was in the 55 to 59 age group which fell
by 3,180.

Table 1.1.1 Claimants of key benefits by gender:
August 2006 to August 2009
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Table 1.1.1a Claimants of key out-of-work benefits1

by gender: August 2006 to August 2009

Claimants of key benefits by
gender
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Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-082 Aug-09

All 221,780 213,860 230,280
% of pop1 21 20 21

Men 115,340 109,940 126,260
% of pop1 21 19 22

Women 106,440 103,920 104,020
% of pop1 20 20 20

1 Population of working age in Northern Ireland - see Methodology
2 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-083 Aug-09

All 199,560 190,900 204,060
% of pop2 19 18 19

Men 106,100 100,380 114,920
% of pop2 19 18 20

Women 93,460 90,520 89,140
% of pop2 18 17 17

1 Excludes DLA only claimants
2 Population of working age in Northern Ireland - see Methodology
3 Data is unavailable at August 2008



Table 1.1.2 Claimants of key benefits by age and gender: August 2009

Table 1.1.3 Claimants of key benefits by age: August 2006 to August 2009

Table 1.1.4 Claimants of key benefits by age and gender: August 2006 and August 2009
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% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

All 230,280 21 126,260 22 104,020 20
Under 18 2,000 4 1,160 4 840 3
18 to 24 33,260 18 18,760 20 14,500 16
25 to 34 40,320 17 20,680 18 19,640 17
35 to 44 49,380 19 23,980 19 25,400 19
45 to 54 57,840 25 28,460 25 29,380 25
55 to 59 28,800 30 14,540 30 14,260 29
60 to 64 18,680 42 18,680 42 . .

All Men Women

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

All 115,340 21 126,260 22 106,440 20 104,020 20
Under 18 940 4 1,160 4 1,040 4 840 3
18 to 24 13,460 15 18,760 20 13,840 16 14,500 16
25 to 34 16,680 15 20,680 18 20,560 18 19,640 17
35 to 44 24,140 19 23,980 19 27,800 21 25,400 19
45 to 54 25,240 23 28,460 25 27,320 25 29,380 25
55 to 59 16,100 34 14,540 30 15,880 32 14,260 29
60 to 64 18,780 44 18,680 42 . . . .

Aug-09
Women

Aug-06 Aug-09 Aug-06
Men

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

% of pop in
age group

All 221,780 21 213,860 20 230,280 21
Under 18 1,980 4 1,900 4 2,000 4
18 to 24 27,300 15 24,600 13 33,260 18
25 to 34 37,240 16 35,540 15 40,320 17
35 to 44 51,940 20 49,800 19 49,380 19
45 to 54 52,560 24 53,260 24 57,840 25
55 to 59 31,980 33 29,780 31 28,800 30
60 to 64 18,780 44 18,980 43 18,680 42

1 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-081 Aug-09



Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

Table 1.2.1 Claimants of key benefits by family type1 and gender: August 2009

1.2 Family Type

This section contains analyses of the type of family in which claimants live. Family type was assigned
according to whether the claimant had a partner and/or children. It was not possible to assign a
family type in every case (Not known).

• 136,520 claimants were single in August 2009.

• 28% (63,720) of claimants had children. The majority of claimants with children (39,980) were
single.

• The methodology used to assign information about children’s details has been revised
following the introduction of CTC in April 2003. Comparisons of family type and
comparisons over time are affected by these changes. Please see Methodology for
further details.
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All % Men % Women %

All 230,280 100 126,260 100 104,020 100

All couples 34,680 15 21,480 17 13,200 13
Couple - no children 10,940 5 8,640 7 2,300 2
Couple - children 23,740 10 12,840 10 10,900 10

All single 136,520 59 71,320 56 65,200 63
Single - no children 96,540 42 67,600 54 28,940 28
Single - children 39,980 17 3,720 3 36,260 35

Not known 59,080 26 33,460 27 25,620 25

1 See Methodology for further details



Table 1.2.2 Claimants of key benefits by family type1: August 2006 to August 2009

Table 1.2.3 Claimants of key benefits by family type1 and statistical group:
August 2009
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Claimants of key benefits by family type and gender: August 2009

0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Not known

Single - children

Single - no children

Couple - children

Couple - no children

Thousands

Men

Women

All Unemployed Sick & Disabled Lone Parent Other2

All 230,280 52,960 142,460 24,360 10,500

All couples 34,680 4,420 27,340 . 2,920
Couple - no children 10,940 1,440 7,360 . 2,140
Couple - children 23,740 2,980 19,980 . 780

All single 136,520 48,540 56,040 24,360 7,580
Single - no children 96,540 44,480 44,520 . 7,540
Single - children 39,980 4,060 11,520 24,360 -

Not known 59,080 . 59,080 . .

1 See Methodology for further details
2 Numbers less than 100 are not disclosed due to DSD customer confidentiality policy

Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-082 Aug-09
All % All % All % All %

All 221,780 100 213,860 100 230,280 100

All couples 36,340 16 36,420 17 34,680 15
Couple - no children 11,060 5 10,920 5 10,940 5
Couple - children 25,280 11 25,500 12 23,740 10

All single 122,180 55 116,200 54 136,520 59
Single - no children 80,660 36 75,700 35 96,540 42
Single - children 41,520 19 40,500 19 39,980 17

Not known 63,260 29 61,240 29 59,080 26

1 See Methodology for further details
2 Data is unavailable at August 2008



Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

1.3 Statistical group and transitions

The claimants of key benefits were divided into statistical groups, based mainly on the type of
benefit they received (see ‘Definitions and Conventions’).  This gave an indication of the main
reason why they were in the benefit system.

Table 1.3.1 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and gender: August 2009

• The overall numbers rose by 8,500 betweenAugust 2006 andAugust 2009, mostly because of
the unemployed group which rose by 23,840 (82%) over this period.

• InAugust 2009, 5% (52,960) of people of working age were classed as unemployed - up from
3% (29,120) in August 2006.

• Sick & disabled claimants were consistently the largest group between August 2006 and
August 2009, decreasing from 70% of the total to 62% of the total; unemployed claimants were
the second largest group in August 2006 and August 2009.

• The size of the lone parents group fell by 2,020 (8%) between August 2006 and
August 2009, whilst numbers in the sick & disabled group fell by 12,820 (8%) over the same
period.
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Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and gender: August 2009

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Others

Lone parents

Sick & Disabled

Unemployed

Thousands

Men

Women

All Men Women

All 230,280 126,260 104,020
Unemployed 52,960 41,020 11,940
Sick & Disabled 142,460 76,600 65,860
Lone parents 24,360 1,040 23,320
Others 10,500 7,600 2,900



These statistical group analyses showed the stock of claimants on key benefits at a fixed point in
time at the end of each quarter. An indication of how people moved in and out of the benefit system
was obtained by comparing records for the individual claimants who appeared in these “snapshots”
over time. The analyses also looked at how people moved between benefits and/or statistical
group. This methodology did not cover all flows into and out of the benefit system. For example, it
missed claims that started and ended between “snapshot” dates and did not capture changes in
benefit for couples where the partner became the claimant.  (See ‘Methodology’ for further details).

Table 1.3.3 Claimants of key benefits by status in previous year: August 2006 to
August 2009

The announcement by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in November 2007 about data transfer and
security at Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs resulted in a review of how data was transferred.
Whilst the review was ongoing, a temporary suspension of any movement of data was introduced,
and it was not possible to retrieve all the data that would be used to compile the statistics within
this Benefit publication.

This has resulted in an incomplete time series. Consequently, it is not possible to produce tables
1.3.3, 1.3.4 and 1.3.5 which provide an indication of the movement on, off and between benefits/
statistical groups.
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Table 1.3.2 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group: August 2006 to August 2009

All % of pop1 All % of pop1 All % of pop1 All % of pop1

All 221,780 21 213,860 20 230,280 21
Unemployed 29,120 3 24,300 2 52,960 5
Sick & Disabled 155,280 14 153,920 14 142,460 13
Lone parents 26,380 2 25,360 2 24,360 2
Others 11,000 1 10,280 1 10,500 1

1 Population of working age in Northern Ireland - see Methodology
2 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-082 Aug-09

All
Same statistical

group
Different

statistical group Not on benefit

Left benefit
since previous

year2

This table can not be reproduced as data for August 2008 is unavailable

1 Some claimants may have left benefit and then returned to it between years
2 Includes a small number of claimants who will have remained on benefit but reached state pension age

On benefit in current year - status in previous year1



Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

Table 1.3.4 Claimants of key benefits - changes between August 2008 and August 2009
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Table 1.3.5 Claimants of key benefits in both August 2008 and August 2009 -
comparisons of statistical group

Statistical group

All on
benefit in
August-08

Outflow
Not on

benefit in
August-09

Inflow
Not on

benefit in
August-08

Net
movement

between
Statistical

groups1
Overall

change2

All on
benefit in
August-09

All
Unemployed
Sick & Disabled This table can not be reproduced as data for August 2008 is unavailable
Lone parents
Others

1 Numbers coming into statistical group less numbers moving out - see bottom half of table 1.3.5 for breakdown
2 Overall change between August 2008 and August 2009 ie column 3 minus column 2 plus column 4

Movement between August-08 and August-09

All Unemployed
Sick &

Disabled Lone parent Other
Comparison of statistical
groups in 2008 and 2009

All
Statistical group in August 2008
Unemployed
Sick & Disabled
Lone parents
Others This table can not be reproduced as data for August 2008 is unavailable
2008 and 2009
Total with no change
Leaving original statistical group
Joining new statistical group
Net movement between
statistical groups

Statistical group in August 2009



These analyses also looked at changes over longer time periods, as well as comparisons over the
latest year. Tables 1.3.6 and 1.3.7 compared the status of the stock of claimants in
August 2006 with that inAugust 2009.

Table 1.3.6 Claimants of key benefits in August 2009 - by status in August 2006

• Around 68% (156,840) of key benefit claimants in August 2009 were also on benefit in
August 2006; 61% of the overall total were in the same statistical group.

• Claimants in the sick & disabled group in August 2009 were the most likely to have also been
on benefit in August 2006 (83% of them - 117,980), followed by claimants in the others group
(71%  – 7,460) and the lone parents group (70% – 17,160) – those in the unemployed group
(27% – 14,240) were least likely.  Claimants in the sick & disabled group were also the most
likely to have stayed in the same statistical group (79% – 111,900).

Table 1.3.7 Claimants of key benefits in August 2006 - by status in August 2009
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Benefit status in
August 2009

All on benefit in
August 2009 Not on benefit

Same statistical
group

Different statistical
group

All 230,280 73,440 139,980 16,860
Unemployed 52,960 38,720 8,860 5,380
Sick & Disabled 142,460 24,480 111,900 6,080
Lone Parents 24,360 7,200 14,400 2,760
Others 10,500 3,040 4,820 2,640

Benefit status in August 2006

Benefit status in
August 2006

All on benefit in
August 2006

Reached state
pension age1 Not on benefit

Same statistical
group

Different
statistical

group

All 221,780 21,920 43,020 139,980 16,860
Unemployed 29,120 640 15,040 8,860 4,580
Sick & Disabled 155,280 18,860 18,080 111,900 6,440
Lone Parents 26,380 - 8,060 14,400 3,840
Others 11,000 2,340 1,840 4,820 2,000

1 Some of these claimants may also have left benefit
2 Numbers less than 100 are not disclosed due to DSD customer confidentiality policy

Benefit status in August 2009



Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

1.4 Benefit Entitlement

These analyses can give an indication of the level of support that claimants receive from the benefit
system.  Some benefits are designed to be a claimant’s main source of income.  There are also
benefits for special needs, such as disability, which are not linked to financial circumstances. It is
also possible to see whether claimants qualified for benefit through National Insurance contributions,
a means test or by another route. Many of those in the sick and disabled group received more than
one benefit.

• In August 2009, 195,600 claimants received an income replacement benefit, up from 191,300
in August 2006.

• Of these, 102,920 claimants received IB/SDA.

Table 1.4.1 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and type of benefit:
August 2009
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All

Income
replacement

benefits1

Other benefits
only2 NI Credits3

All 230,280 195,600 28,760 5,920
Unemployed 52,960 48,720 . 4,240
Sick & Disabled 142,460 112,020 28,760 1,680
Lone parents 24,360 24,360 . .
Others 10,500 10,500 . .

1 Income replacement benefits are JSA (excluding credits), IS, IB (excluding credits), SDA
2 Other is DLA
3 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only

Table 1.4.1a Claimants of key out-of-work benefits1 by statistical group and type of
benefit: August 2009

All

Income
replacement

benefits2 NI Credits3

All 204,060 195,600 8,460
JSA 52,960 48,720 4,240
IB/SDA 107,140 102,920 4,220
IS Disabled 9,100 9,100 .
IS Lone parents 24,360 24,360 .
Others 10,500 10,500 .

1 Excludes DLA only claimants. Hierarchy used where claiming more than one benefit
2 Income replacement benefits are JSA (excluding credits), IS, IB (excluding credits), SDA
3 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only,

IB credits with DLA



All Contributory1

Contributory
and income

related2
Income
related3 Other4 NI Credits5

All 230,280 55,160 15,900 122,720 30,580 5,920
Unemployed 52,960 9,860 440 38,420 . 4,240
Sick & Disabled 142,460 45,300 15,460 49,440 30,580 1,680
Lone Parents 24,360 . . 24,360 . .
Others 10,500 . . 10,500 . .

1 Contributory benefits are contribution-based JSA, IB and not with IS
2 Contributory and means tested includes JSA claimants who receive income based benefit but who also

satisfy the conditions for receiving contribution-based JSA, IB with IS
3 Means tested benefits are income based JSA, IS
4 Other benefits are SDA, DLA
5 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only

Basis of benefit entitlement

Table 1.4.2 Claimants of key benefits by type of benefit: August 2006 to August 2009

Table 1.4.3 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and main basis of entitlement:
August 2009
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All

Income
replacement

benefits1
Other benefits

only2 NI Credits3

Aug-06 221,780 191,300 24,780 5,700
Aug-07 213,860 182,940 25,700 5,220
Aug-084

Aug-09 230,280 195,600 28,760 5,920

1 Income replacement benefits are JSA (excluding credits), IS, IB (excluding credits), SDA
2 Other is DLA
3 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only
4 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Benefit type



Department for Social Development

Client Group Analysis: Working Age

Table 1.4.3a Claimants of key out-of-work benefits1 by statistical group and main basis
of entitlement: August 2009

Table 1.4.4 Claimants of key benefits by main basis of entitlement: August 2006 to
August 2009
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All Contributory2

Contributory
and income

related3

Income
related4 Other5 NI Credits6

All 204,060 55,160 15,900 122,720 4,360 5,920
JSA 52,960 9,860 440 38,420 . 4,240
IB/SDA 107,140 45,300 15,460 40,340 4,360 1,680
IS Disabled 9,100 . . 9,100 . .
IS Lone parents 24,360 . . 24,360 . .
Others 10,500 . . 10,500 . .

1 Excludes DLA only claimants. Hierarchy used where claiming more than one benefit
2 Contributory benefits are contribution-based JSA, IB and not with IS
3 Contributory and income related includes JSA claimants who receive income based benefit but who also

satisfy the conditions for receiving contribution-based JSA, IB with IS
4 Income related benefits are income based JSA, IS
5 Other benefits is SDA
6 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only

Basis of benefit entitlement

• 138,620 claimants received a benefit that was means tested inAugust 2009. Of those 122,720
claimants received a benefit that was means tested whilst 15,900 claimants in receipt of a
means tested benefit also received or satisfied the qualifying conditions for a contributory benefit.

• InAugust 2009, 55,160 claimants received only a contributory benefit.

All Contributory1

Contributory
and income

related2
Income
related3 Other4 NI Credits5

Aug-06 221,780 57,720 16,900 114,460 27,000 5,700
Aug-07 213,860 55,100 16,440 109,240 27,860 5,220
Aug-086

Aug-09 230,280 55,160 15,900 122,720 30,580 5,920

1 Contributory benefits are contribution-based JSA, IB and not with IS
2 Contributory and means tested includes JSA claimants who receive income based benefit but who also

satisfy the conditions for receiving contribution-based JSA, IB with IS
3 Means tested benefits are income based JSA, IS
4 Other benefits are SDA, DLA
5 NI Credits includes JSA credits only, JSA credits and IB credits, JSA credits with DLA, IB credits only
6 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Basis of benefit entitlement



Table 1.4.5 Claimants of sickness and/or disability benefits by combinations of
benefits: August 2009

Table 1.4.6 Claimants of sickness and/or disability benefits by type of benefit:
August 2006 to August 2009

20

All
IB

Payment IB Credits SDA
Income
Support DLA

All sick and disabled 142,460 60,760 37,960 8,420 64,900 102,240

Single benefit only 50,520 19,760 1,680 200 2,660 26,220

Two or more benefits of which1 91,940 41,000 36,280 8,220 62,240 76,020

Incapacity Benefit payment 41,000 41,000 . . 15,460 38,300
Incapacity Benefit credits 36,280 . 36,280 . 33,740 23,400
Severe Disablement Allowance 8,220 . . 8,220 6,600 7,880
Income Support 62,240 15,460 33,740 6,600 62,240 46,320
Disability Living Allowance 76,020 38,300 23,400 7,880 46,320 76,020

1 Claimants with three or more benefits in payment are counted in each combination - therefore numbers by each
combination of benefit exceed the overall total

Type of benefit

• Around 65% (91,940) of sick & disabled claimants received more than one key benefit in
August 2009. The main combinations included IB payments and DLA (38,300) and IS and DLA
(46,320).

All % All % All % All %

All sick and disabled 155,280 100 153,920 100 142,460 100

IB/SDA 121,660 78 120,320 78 107,140 75
IS Disabled
(not also IB/SDA) 11,400 7 10,640 7 9,100 6
DLA only
(not also IB/SDA/IS Disabled) 22,220 14 22,960 15 26,220 18

1 Data is unavailable at August 2008

Aug-06 Aug-07 Aug-081 Aug-09
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Client Group Analysis: Working Age

1.5 Duration on benefit

These analyses show the length of time for which claimants have been receiving their current benefit.
In many instances this will be the same as the length of time for which they have been in the benefits
system, but a significant minority may have been receiving a different benefit immediately prior to
their current claim. For those who received multiple benefits, duration was based on the one they
had received for the longest time.

Table 1.5.1 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and duration of claim:
August 2009

Table 1.5.2 Claimants of key benefits by gender and duration of claim: August 2009
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All
Under 3
months

3 to under
6 months

6 months to
under 1 year

1 year to
under 2 years

2 years or
over

All 230,280 23,300 15,460 23,540 26,800 141,180

Unemployed 52,960 18,780 10,940 13,740 6,100 3,400
Sick & Disabled 142,460 2,320 2,660 6,360 15,780 115,340
Lone parents 24,360 1,420 1,280 2,240 3,100 16,320
Others 10,500 780 580 1,200 1,820 6,120

1 Oldest benefit payable during current spell of benefit receipt

Duration of oldest claim1

All
Under 3
months

3 to under 6
months

6 months to
under 1 year

1 year to
under 2 years

2 years or
over

All 230,280 23,300 15,460 23,540 26,800 141,180
% 100 10 7 10 12 61

Men 126,260 14,640 9,960 15,960 15,320 70,380

% 100 12 8 13 12 56

Women 104,020 8,660 5,500 7,580 11,480 70,800
% 100 8 5 7 11 68

1 Oldest benefit payable during current spell of benefit receipt

Duration of oldest claim1

• Around 61% (141,180) of the claimants in August 2009 had been receiving a key benefit for 2
years or more.

• Of those longer duration claimants 82% (115,340) were in the sick & disabled group. That
group was therefore more likely to have been on benefit for longer periods than all the others –
81% had been on benefits for 2 years or more compared with only 6% of those in the unemployed
group.



Table 1.5.3 Claimants of key benefits by family type and duration of claim:
August 2009

All
Under 3
months

3 to under 6
months

6 months to
under 1 year

1 year to
under 2

years
2 years or

over

All 230,280 23,300 15,460 23,540 26,800 141,180

All Couples 34,680 1,520 1,400 3,520 4,080 24,160
Couple - no children 10,940 420 460 940 1,180 7,940
Couple - children 23,740 1,100 940 2,580 2,900 16,220

All single 136,520 20,040 12,040 16,480 14,940 73,020
Single - no children 96,540 16,680 9,260 13,060 10,320 47,220
Single - children 39,980 3,360 2,780 3,420 4,620 25,800

Not known 59,080 1,740 2,020 3,540 7,780 44,000

1 Oldest benefit payable during current spell of benefit receipt

Duration of oldest claim1

• Around 65% of single people with children/young adult dependants had been on benefit for 2
years or more. Sixty eight percent of couples with children had also been on benefit for 2 years
or more.

• The methodology used to assign information about children’s details has been revised
following the introduction of CTC in April 2003. Comparisons of family type and
comparisons over time are affected by these changes. Please see Methodology for
further details.

Table 1.5.2a Claimants of key out-of-work benefits1 by gender and duration of claim:
August 2009

All
Under 3
months

3 to under 6
months

6 months to
under 1 year

1 year to
under 2 years

2 years or
over

All 204,060 21,840 13,180 19,760 22,020 127,260
% 100 11 6 10 11 62

Men 114,920 13,920 9,160 14,280 13,440 64,120

% 100 12 8 12 12 56

Women 89,140 7,920 4,020 5,480 8,580 63,140
% 100 9 5 6 10 71

1 Excludes DLA only claimants
2 Oldest benefit payable during current spell of benefit receipt

Duration of oldest claim2
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Family type by duration of oldest benefit claim: August 2009
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1.6 Claimants with children and young dependants aged under 19

These analyses show the number of claimants who have children under 16 and/or young dependants
aged 16 to 18.

Table 1.6.1 Claimants of key benefits with children and/or young adult dependants1 by
statistical group: August 2009

• InAugust 2009, 63,880 claimants of key benefits had children and/or young dependants.

• 37% (23,580) of claimants with children had a youngest child aged under 5. The majority of the
under 5s were children of lone parents.

• The methodology used to assign information about children’s details has been revised
following the introduction of CTC in April 2003.

24

All
All with

children Under 5 5 to under 11 11 to under 16 16 or over Not known24

All 230,280 63,880 23,580 17,680 14,920 7,060 640

Unemployed 52,960 7,040 2,620 1,380 1,740 1,200 100
Sick & Disabled 142,460 31,660 7,920 8,300 9,600 5,380 460
Lone parents 24,360 24,360 12,740 7,720 3,380 440 -
Others 10,500 820 300 280 200 - .

1 Children aged under 16 and young adults aged 16 to 18
2 Children whose ages are not known
3 The method used to assign children's details has been revised - see methodology for further details.
4 Numbers less than 100 are not disclosed due to DSD customer confidentiality policy

Age of youngest child/dependant3
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1.7 Children and young dependants aged under 19

These analyses show the number of children under 16 and young dependants aged 16 to 18 living
with claimants of key benefits.

Table 1.7.1 Children1 of claimants of key benefits by age of child, statistical group and
family type: August 2009

• In August 2009, 101,540 children under the age of 16 were living in families in which a key
benefit was claimed.

• The majority of these children 61,940 were living in single parent families.

• 20,760 young people aged 16 -18 (43% of all 16 - 18 year olds in full-time education) were
living in families with a key benefit claimant.

• 27% of all young people aged 16 - 18 were living with key benefit claimants in August 2009.

• The methodology used to assign information about children’s details has been revised
following the introduction of CTC in April 2003.
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All Couple Single
Not

known All Couple Single
Not

known

All 101,540 27 39,280 61,940 320 20,760 43 9,820 10,940 .

Unemployed 10,380 3 5,940 4,440 . 2,660 6 920 1,740 .
Sick & Disabled 46,680 12 31,640 14,720 320 13,560 28 8,620 4,940 .
Lone Parents 42,740 11 . 42,740 . 4,260 9 . 4,260 .
Others4 1,740 0 1,700 - . 280 1 280 0 .

1 Children aged under 16 and young adults aged 16 - 18
2 Includes a small percentage of children whose age is not known
3 The method used to assign children's details has been revised - see methodology for further details
4 Numbers less than 100 are not disclosed due to DSD customer confidentiality policy

Children aged under 16 years23 Young dependants aged 16 to 18 years3

Family type Family type

% of all
aged under

16 yrs

% of all
aged 16 to

18 yrs in
full-time

education



1.8 Regional Analysis

These analyses show the number of working age claimants of key benefits in each Government
Office Region and in each District Council within Northern Ireland.

• The proportion of the working age population claiming a benefit was 21.0% in Northern Ireland.

• The proportion of the working age population claiming a benefit ranges from 14% (Castlereagh)
to 30% (Derry and Strabane).

• The District Councils with the greatest proportion of working age claimants in the sick & disabled
group were Strabane (19%), followed by Belfast, Cookstown and Derry (17%). The District
Councils with the lowest proportion were North Down and Ballymena (9%).

• The proportion of the working age population in the unemployed group ranged from 7% (Strabane,
Limavady and Derry) to 3% (Castlereagh, North Down, Magherafelt and Banbridge).

Due to modernisation of statistical publications in Great Britain the format of tables have changed.
As a result the figures for claimants of key out - of - work benefits by gender in Great Britain are
unavailable. Therefore Table 1.8.1a is no longer included in this publication.
For further information on the new Great Britain format go to www.dwp.gov.uk/asd/statistics.asp

Table 1.8.1 Claimants of key benefits by gender and Government Office Region:
August 2009
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Thousands

(000s) % of pop1 (000s) % of pop1 (000s) % of pop1

Great Britain

North East
North West
Yorkshire & the Humber
East Midlands
West Midlands Figures at August 2009 for Government Office Regions in Great Britain are not
East of England currently available. Consequently, Table 1.8.1 has not been updated.
London
South East
South West

Wales
Scotland
Claimants living abroad2

Northern Ireland 230.3 21.0 126.3 22.2 104.0 19.7

1 Population of working age
2 Great Britain claimants only, a figure for Northern Ireland claimants was not available

All Men Women
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Table 1.8.2 Claimants of key benefits by gender and District Council: August 2009
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% of pop1 % of pop1 % of pop1

Northern Ireland 230,280 21 126,260 22 104,020 20
Ards 7,860 16 4,600 18 3,260 14
Belfast 48,240 29 26,820 32 21,420 26
Castlereagh 5,440 14 2,800 14 2,640 13
Down 8,280 19 4,880 21 3,400 17
Lisburn 12,180 17 6,120 17 6,060 17
North Down 7,000 15 3,660 15 3,340 15
Antrim 5,440 16 3,000 17 2,440 15
Ballymena 5,640 15 3,020 15 2,620 15
Ballymoney 3,340 18 1,800 18 1,540 18
Carrickfergus 4,240 17 2,040 16 2,200 18
Coleraine 7,160 21 3,940 22 3,220 19
Cookstown 5,580 25 3,260 27 2,320 22
Larne 3,800 20 2,100 21 1,700 19
Magherafelt 4,380 16 2,220 15 2,160 17
Moyle 2,420 24 1,560 29 860 18
Newtownabbey 8,420 17 4,620 18 3,800 15
Armagh 6,000 17 3,380 18 2,620 16
Banbridge 4,840 17 2,420 16 2,420 17
Craigavon 12,180 22 6,020 20 6,160 23
Dungannon 7,120 20 4,120 22 3,000 18
Newry & Mourne 13,320 22 7,960 26 5,360 19
Derry 20,660 30 10,680 30 9,980 30
Fermanagh 6,440 17 3,800 19 2,640 15
Limavady 4,940 23 2,700 23 2,240 22
Omagh 7,020 21 4,200 25 2,820 18
Strabane 7,260 30 3,920 31 3,340 29
Unknown 1,080 . 620 . 460 .

1 Population of working age in Northern Ireland

All Men Women



Table 1.8.3 Claimants of key benefits by statistical group and District Council:
August 2009
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% of pop1 25 5 17 1 1
Larne 3,800 800 2,460 380 160

% of pop1 20 4 13 2 1
Magherafelt 4,380 920 2,800 440 220

% of pop1 16 3 10 2 1
Moyle 2,420 600 1,300 440 80

% of pop1 24 6 13 4 1
Newtownabbey 8,420 1,980 5,080 1,040 320

% of pop1 17 4 10 2 1
Armagh 6,000 1,540 3,820 380 260

% of pop1 17 4 11 1 1
Banbridge 4,840 1,000 3,440 300 100

% of pop1 17 3 12 1 0
Craigavon 12,180 2,600 7,920 980 680

% of pop1 22 5 14 2 1
Dungannon 7,120 1,740 4,400 680 300

% of pop1 20 5 13 2 1
Newry & Mourne 13,320 3,020 8,620 1,100 580

% of pop1 22 5 14 2 1
Derry 20,660 4,880 11,680 2,780 1,320

% of pop1 30 7 17 4 2
Fermanagh 6,440 1,620 4,080 340 400

% of pop1 17 4 11 1 1
Limavady 4,940 1,540 2,680 540 180

% of pop1 23 7 12 3 1
Omagh 7,020 1,500 4,860 400 260

% of pop1 21 5 15 1 1
Strabane 7,260 1,600 4,500 840 320

% of pop1 30 7 19 3 1
Unknown 1,080 180 760 120 20

1 Population of working age of Northern Ireland

All Unemployed
Sick &

Disabled Lone parents Others

Northern Ireland 230,280 52,960 142,460 24,360 10,500
% of pop1 21 5 13 2 1

Ards 7,860 1,800 5,000 640 420
% of pop1 16 4 10 1 1

Belfast 48,240 10,920 28,040 6,740 2,540
% of pop1 29 6 17 4 2

Castlereagh 5,440 1,020 3,880 360 180
% of pop1 14 3 10 1 0

Down 8,280 1,800 5,460 720 300
% of pop1 19 4 13 2 1

Lisburn 12,180 2,760 7,420 1,580 420
% of pop1 17 4 11 2 1

North Down 7,000 1,460 4,500 860 180
% of pop1 15 3 9 2 0

Antrim 5,440 1,160 3,780 340 160
% of pop1 16 4 11 1 0

Ballymena 5,640 1,440 3,460 600 140
% of pop1 15 4 9 2 0

Ballymoney 3,340 860 1,960 300 220
% of pop1 18 5 11 2 1

Carrickfergus 4,240 1,160 2,540 440 100
% of pop1 17 5 10 2 0

Coleraine 7,160 1,880 4,220 700 360
% of pop1 21 5 12 2 1

Cookstown 5,580 1,180 3,800 320 280

Statistical group


