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Our Ref:    VS/NLF 01/07
Your Ref:

Being Dealt with by:   Valerie Shields
27 February 2007

Department for Social Development

Liquor Review Team

Level 1. Riverside

James House

Gasworks Business Park

Ormeau Road

BELFAST


Dear Sir/Madam

Re:  The Draft Licensing and Registration of Clubs (Amendment) Northern Ireland Order 2007

Nightsafe is a multi-agency partnership between Council, Police, Licensees, Community Safety, Northern Drugs & Alcohol Coordinating Team, Door Supervisors, Coleraine Rural & Urban Network, Students Union, DPP Manager, NEELB and the Youth Service. 
Nightsafe Mission Statement

“To promote a safer night time economy through partnership working”. 
Nightsafe Aims

· to improve public confidence in the night time economy throughout the Borough

· to encourage and support the night time economy

· to reduce alcohol-related crime and disorder

· to reduce access to and raise the awareness to drugs and their effects on health

· to change the drinking culture through raising awareness through the local media, forums and education of the consequences of binge drinking.
One sub-group of the Nightsafe Committee is the Licensees Forum and at a recent meeting they asked that they could have input into the above mentioned Consultation Document.

I append herewith their comments for your information:-

1.  Permit to allow under 18 years of age on licensed premises being changed pre-supposes that the current law is being upheld.  There is only anecdotal evidence to suggest that up to 50% of clients in licensed premises, particularly places of night time entertainment with a cover charge, are under 18 years of age.  I cannot recall any prosecution for such an offence within the last thirty years so there is no evidence that such crime has taken place.   What difference would it make to reduce the age that children may enter licensed premises except to legalise what has been happening?

 

2.  Penalty Points - Since there has been such infrequent prosecutions for any licensing offences such a system would be another layer of bureaucracy.

 

3.  Since all breaches of the licensing laws are criminal and subject to the laws of the land I believe that the licensing system should remain within the Judicial System.   To move to a system where local government would look after the licensing would bring pressure on Councillors and officers within a community heretofore not experienced.

 

4.  A move for local councils to authorise licences would diminish the current asset value of a liquor licence.

 

Yours faithfully

Valerie Shields
Nightsafe Liaison Officer 

66 Portstewart Road, COLERAINE

Co Londonderry     BT52 1EY

Tel:  028 7034 7171   Fax:  028 7034 7195
LICENSEE’S FORUM        








