Young, Brian

Page 1 of 1

From: Brian Scott [brian.scott@oxfamireland.org]

Sent: 28 April 2008 14:12

To: Business Support Unit

Cc: Anna Lomax; Julie McSorley

Subject: Belfast City Centre Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework

Attachments: 08-04-28 response to Belfast northside urban village draft plan.doc

Dear Sirs,

We do not think it necessary to be consulted on your proposed equality impact assessment on the draft

regeneration framework.
Best wishes

Brian Scott
chief executive

Oxfam lreland

115 North Street 9 Burgh Quay
Belfast, BT1 1ND Dublin 2

Tel +44 (0)2890-230220 +353 (0)1-672-7662
Fax+44 (0)2890-237771 +353 (0)1-672-7680

Mobile: +44(0)7703-498-480
Email: brian.scott@oxfamireland.org
www.oxfamireland.org

April is ClearUrMusic Month

Enter our Sleeveface competition, win great prizes, and become the face of ClearUrMusic!

www.oxfamireland.org/sleeveface

Oxfam Ireland works with other to overcome poverty and suffering through the most effective and

appropropriate means.
Join us at www.oxfamireland.org

Oxfam Northern Ireland (operating as 'Oxfam Ireland’): Co No NI 33800, VAT No 713-9142-48; Registered Office: 115 North Street, Belfast BT1

1ND.
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OXFAM IRELAND

RESPONSE TO BELFAST CITY CENTRE
NORTHSIDE URBAN VILLAGE DRAFT
REGENERATION FRAMEWORK

28 APRIL 2008

INTRODUCTION

In August 2005, Oxfam Ireland moved its Belfast offices and retail support facilities from
cramped quarters on the Dublin Road to 115 North Street. We have invested more than
£1m in purchasing, and refurbishing part of, the old Potts & Houston buildings and yard,
which front on to both North Street and Union Streets. A total of 29 full-time office
staff work here, and we also have a number of temporary workers employed in our retail
support facility (including for our fairtrade giftware retailing operations) at the rear. We
are, possibly, the largest social enterprise, in employment terms, in the neighborhood.

RESPONSE

We are naturally very interested in the future of the area.  Our comments on the Draft
Regeneration Framework are as follows:

1. The defined area should include the north side of Donegall Street as it has the
important Irish News building (to reinforce the ‘press’ aspect of the
neighborhood) as well as other buildings of character.

2. We agree that there are several buildings in the 'press/library quarter' of excellent
quality and character. Preserving them, with as much as possible of the existing
milieu, will conserve significant aspects of the few remaining parts of Victorian
Belfast. These buildings also offer the opportunity, as is suggested, of creating a
vibrant mix of creative enterprises as well as cultural and recreational activities.
Low occupancy costs are key to attracting the first type of activity. To achieve
this pre-requisite, some judicious, modest support for refurbishment and ongoing
operating costs may be available via the Arts Council as well as Belfast City
Council, and could provide attractive space for artists' studios of a variety of types
viz painting, sculpture, music, video, dance.






