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BELFAST CITY CENTRE NORTH WEST QUARTER PART TWO AREA

DRAFT REGENERATION FRAMEWORK

Thank you for your letter of 11 April 2008 advising of your Department’s

proposal for the regeneration of the North West Quarter.

My Department’s interest in the regeneration proposal mainly relates to the
Belfast Central Library on Royal Avenue although there are also a number of
smaller arts interests located within the area and the neighbouring Cathedral
Quarter which is being developed as the cultural area of the city. DCAL is also
responsible for promoting the architecture and built environment policy.

My Department welcomes the proposal for social, economic and physical
regeneration of the area as set out in the draft regeneration framework. The
‘mixed’ regeneration of the area should have a positive impact on the area
and on the development of the cultural quarter. DCAL is keen for the arts and
creative sector to play a part in the regeneration plan, linking the Cathedral

Quarter development to the west of the city.

Belfast Central Library provides a regional service across Northern Ireland
and it is essential that the service it provides is accessible to everyone.
DCAL's public libraries policy entitled ‘Delivering Tomorrow’s Libraries’
emphasises the message of accessibility and the brief for the redevelopment
of Central Library will require the service to be located in a safe and neutral
environment. The neutrality of the area is also important for the successful
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