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Alexander, Gemma -
From: Adamson, John [John.Adamson@sibni.org]
Sent: 30 June 2008 14:14

To: Alexander, Gemma = RECE ' VED

Subject: RE: Belfast City Centre Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework

Gemma,
As the attachment seems to be lost it is included in the email below; please let me know if you receive this.
Regards

John Adamson

Department for Social Development

Belfast City Centre Regeneration Directorate,
Second Floor, Lesley House,

25 Wellington Place, Belfast BT1 6GD

26 June 2008

Dear Sirs,

BELFAST CITY CENTRE NORTH WEST QUARTER TWO NORTHSIDE URBAN VILLAGE DRAFT
REGENERATION FRAMEWORK PUBLIC CONSULTATION

The SIB welcomes the proposals contained within the above document and provides comments in the
following document for the three themes.

Guiding Regeneration Principles

We support the concept of preserving the rich heritage of the area and iconic buildings such as the Central
Library should be central to any development. However it is important to look at the listed part of these
buildings and ensure that any publicly owned spaces are fully developed to meet the cultural and education
needs of the adjacent community, where there is a record of under provision and achievement.

The Vision and Concept Plan

We support the concept of converting historic buildings for higher value uses. With the focus on the evening
economy, buildings such as the Central Library can become focal points for the extended community and
bring together cultural, educational, arts, tourism and even creative industries. Whilst the listed buildings must
be maintained and refurbished for 215t century use full use should be made for the footprint of the buildings
that do not relate to the listed part of the building. The need to preserve the building lines and open spaces
should be balanced against the maximum potential value to the public from the use of the available space.

The Urban Design and Land Use Proposals

We welcome the approach to the development of the site through using a Framework approach rather than a
complete Masterplan. One of the benefits of this approach is that different parts of the Village can be
developed in different timescales depending on the clarity of vision for that part of the Village and the
procurement and development issues that need to be addressed. In particular an early development of part of
the Village, will stimulate the development of the remainder. The early agreement of the Press/ Library
Quarter will provide this stimulus. We suggest that taller buildings might be considered providing they do not
obscure historic facades and provide better value for money solutions.

SIB welcomes the opportunity to work with DSD in taking forward the Regeneration Framework for this area.
Yours Sincerely,

John Adamson
Strateic Adviser
Strategic Investment Board Limited

30/06/2008






