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30™ June 2008.
Dear Sir/Madam,
Belfast City Centre Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework

Please find enclosed the written comments on behalf of the North West City Centre Regeneration
Committee.

We would welcome further discussion and input into the DSD proposals for the area. The main
spokesperson for the group is Mr Feargal McElhatton of McElhatton & Co. Solicitors, 131/133
North St Belfast BT1 INE.
Yours faithfully,

PR '-

e —
Johin Casey Q

for URPA

Encl.

58 Howard Street, Belfast BT1 6P]
Telephone (028) 9023 3500 * Fax (028) 90239500

14 Sandymount Road, Dublin 4
Telephone (01) 660 7541 * Fax (01) 660 7541

Maurice Maguire BA (Hons) MUP, MIPI, MRTPI
John Casey BA(Hons) BSc (Econ.), MSe, MRTPI, MIPI

VAT 690 7881 87



B.C.c.p.p.

NORTH WEST CITY CENTRE REGENERATION COMMiﬁflﬂf | VED

RESPONSE TO DSD BELFAST CITY CENTRE NORTHSIDE URBAN VILLAGE
DRAFT REGENERATION FRAMEWORK

This response is on behalf of the North West City Centre Regeneration Committee, a broad
representative body of private businesses retail, office, catering/entertainment and residents
throughout the NW Quarter Part 1 & 2 area.

We welcome the main themes set out in the document, specifically-

e The use of a Regeneration Framework rather than a masterplan approach.

e The identification of two distinct areas the Press/Library Quarter & the West City
Fringe'.

e The regeneration principles as set out in Paragraph 7 of the document.

e The commitment made by the DSD representatives that implementation of the
Regeneration Framework will commence immediately and will not be part of the
timetable which applies to the major retail led city centre redevelopment schemes.

e This implementation must include the Smithfield Square/Gresham St./Winetavern St.
area which cannot be left to deteriorate in the ‘queue’ of major development projects.

The streets must be retained intact and regenerated as part of the NWQ Regeneration

Framework.

We make the following observations which we feel will further strengthen the strategy-

The DSD should make a commitment to grant aid the north city centre to pump prime the
regeneration initiative. The economic downturn suffered by the area was a direct result of the
building of Castlecourt with government grant aid plus the security situation which resulted in
barriers on Royal Avenue which left the northside area outside the security cordon. In addition
draft BMAP leaves the northside outside designated city centre main retail and main office areas

plus huge emphasis and government largesse is placed on the development of Titanic Quarter.

! Paragraph 2 uses the term ‘on the edge of Belfast City Centre’. It is reasonable to use this phrase in
reference to the West City Fringe but not the Library/Press Quarter which is fully within Belfast City
Centre.

URPA






