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Comments on the Northside Urban Village Draft Regeneration Framework

The Northern Ireland Housing Executive welcomes the draft regeneration framework
proposed for this sector of the city, and is supportive of the lead role the Department
for Social Development will play in the implementation of a strategic and
comprehensive approach. In detail the Northern Ireland Housing Executive would
make the following comments.

Housing provision

The Northern Ireland Housing Executive agrees the investment in additional housing
is critical with the provision of potentially 827 units on a mixed tenure basis. The
framework envisages 20% of these units being affordable. The Northern Irelands
Housing Executive’s understanding of affordable is a combination of social and low
cost privately owned housing. This should be clarified in the final document.

In view of the lengthy and growing waiting lists for social housing in the area, the
Northern Ireland Housing Executive believes that the majority of the 20% affordable
allocation should be social housing—say 75% which would equate to approximately
120 units. The social and other affordable housing should be “pepper-potted”
throughout the housing development so that it is fully integrated.

The Northern Ireland Housing Executive enthusiastically supports the principle of
securing neutral space for all sections of the community to live, work, shop and enjoy
leisure time. To this end the Housing Executive would want to promote any new
social housing as “shared future” and to encourage applications from all sections of
the community.

In view of the historic and almost total community segregation that exists within the
Brown’s Square and Carrickhill communities, it will be very difficult, if not impossible,
to successfully deliver shared future social housing in these locations. We therefore
believe and recommend that the social housing element of the proposed housing

provision should initially be targeted in the Press/Library Quarter where successful
delivery is much more likely.






