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The Older People’s Advocate (OPA) (see appendix A) welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation by DSD on the proposal to stop the production and publication of three reports: the Individual Income Series and the Pensioner Income Series and the Estimates of Benefit Take-Up.
As the Chairman of the Advisory Panel to review, on behalf of the Junior Ministers, Ageing in an Inclusive Society strategy, I would like to make comments on the impact as I see it for the work of this Panel at this time but also for the future if this important information was to cease being available in an easily accessible format.

1. The withdrawal of the individual and pensioner income series will have immediate effect.  It will diminish the production of gender-based analysis.  This is of concern given the income disparities between older men and women and the implications this has for relative income poverty rates based on individuals.  
2. It is important to preserve the analytical capacity to examine the separate contribution that men and women make to house household finances that the individual series enables.
3. The information contained in the Pensioner Income Series is???? a valuable source of information on the income available to pensioner households, whether these are changing over time and to what extend they vary with increasing age.

4. The wide range of stakeholders represented on the Advisory Panel (see appendix B) would agree that to simply release this information for others to analyse could lead to ineffectiveness in the cost of production and have potentially misinformation consequences due to lack of control over common definitions and interpretation of results.
5. The Pensioner Income is one of the key issues for the Advisory Panel and any insights the pension income series may offer could be of significant policy relevance and value.

Other Comments

1. It is important not to lose access to potentially valuable information at a time when it is likely to come under scrutiny in policy evaluation.

2. It is not acceptable the reasons given by the Department that ceasing the publications such as benefit take-up is because the estimates are too imprecise to be of any real value.  Any decision to withdraw the benefit take-up publication should be based on explicit criteria.  It would be effective if this rationale for the withdrawal of this series was made public.
3. Considering the significance of Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act this proposed course of action will curtail access to a source of equality relevant research information.  It is also a sign of transparency and efficiency to provide access to equality information which will have an implication on social welfare policies.
Appendix A
1. The Older People’s Advocate is responsible for:

· Facilitating public consultation events on the proposed role, remit and powers of an Older People's Commissioner;

· Providing a focus for individual older people and representative groups from the voluntary and community sector to highlight issues that are of concern for older people

· Bringing these issues and concerns to the attention of the Junior Ministers in the Office of the First and Deputy First Minister;

· Providing Junior Ministers with analysis based on the views of the voluntary and community sector of the impact and practical out workings of policies and strategies aimed at older people.
Appendix B
Original Panel Members (TO BE REVIEWED) 

· Age Concern Northern Ireland

· Age Sector Reference Group

· Law Centre (NI)

· Confederation of British Industry

· Equality Commission for Northern Ireland

· Federation of Small Businesses

· Help the Aged Northern Ireland

· North Belfast Senior Citizens Forum

· Northern Ireland Council/Irish Congress of Trade Unions

· Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action

· Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission

· Older Women’s Network

· Rural Community Network

· Voluntary Services Bureau

