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INTRODUCTION

Ostick & Williams, Town Planning Consultants, has been commissioned by the North
Belfast Partnership (the Partnership) to assist in preparing its response to the Baseline
Regeneration Issues Report — a Public Consultation Document published in October 2006,
on the Belfast City Centre North West Quarter Regeneration Masterplan Part Two.

This report reflects the views and opinions expressed by members of the Partnership, and

forms the Partnership’s submission to the Department for Social Development in response
to the Public Consultation Document.

RESPONSES TO THE CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Having been presented with the main points of the Baseline Regeneration Issues Report,
the Partnership has identified a number of key concerns to submit in response to the
document. These will be addressed in the following paragraphs under individual subject
tittes. The author of the report, GVA Grimley, recommends that stakeholders focus their
consultation on a number of key priority actions in moving towards the production of the
draft Masterplan. We have addressed any priority actions relevant to the Partnership as

well as including further comments for consideration.

General

The Partnership is in support of the overall vision and the regeneration principles as set out
in the document:

“The vision for the North West Quarter is to create a revitalised mixed use quarter which
optimizes the area’'s economic, tourism and leisure potential, creates appropriate new

shopping development and levers potential benefit to the adjoining residential communities
in North and West Belfast.”

It is submitted that the issues report should give an indication as to the proposed next
steps, the potential timescales and phasing of the schemes and how the objectives can be
achieved in conjunction with other masterplan proposals (North West Part One and North
East Quarters) and initiatives in the area.

In identifying key priority actions, the masterplan should determine whether the private
sector or public sector is to take the lead, and give clear indication of how development

activity will be integrated and carried out in a planned manner.
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INTRODUCTION

Ostick & Williams, Town Planning Consultants, has been commissioned by the North
Belfast Partnership (the Partnership) to assist in preparing its response to the Baseline
Regeneration Issues Report — a Public Consultation Document published in October 2006,
on the Belfast City Centre North West Quarter Regeneration Masterplan Part Two.

This report reflects the views and opinions expressed by members of the Partnership, and

forms the Partnership’s submission to the Department for Social Development in response
to the Public Consultation Document.

RESPONSES TO THE CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

Having been presented with the main points of the Baseline Regeneration Issues Report,
the Partnership has identified a number of key concerns to submit in response to the
document. These will be addressed in the following paragraphs under individual subject
tittes. The author of the report, GVA Grimley, recommends that stakeholders focus their
consultation on a number of key priority actions in moving towards the production of the
draft Masterplan. We have addressed any priority actions relevant to the Partnership as

well as including further comments for consideration.

General

The Partnership is in support of the overall vision and the regeneration principles as set out
in the document:

“The vision for the North West Quarter is to create a revitalised mixed use quarter which
optimizes the area’s economic, tourism and leisure potential, creates appropriate new

shopping development and levers potential benefit to the adjoining residential communities
in North and West Belfast.”

It is submitted that the issues report should give an indication as to the proposed next
steps, the potential timescales and phasing of the schemes and how the objectives can be
achieved in conjunction with other masterplan proposals {(North West Part One and North

East Quarters) and initiatives in the area.

In identifying key priority actions, the masterplan should determine whether the private
sector or public sector is to take the lead, and give clear indication of how development

activity will be integrated and carried out in a planned manner.
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North West Quarter Regeneration Masterplan Part One

The Partnership is concerned about the lack of a retail-led scheme to anchor further
investment in Part One of the North West Quarter Regeneration Masterplan and would
submit that a fresh analysis of the viability of proposed developments in Part One and how
they could lever further regeneration of the North West Quarter should be undertaken.

Housing

The provision of new housing and investment in housing has been identified by the
Partnership as the most important issue to combat.

The Partnership acknowledges the views expressed in the ‘Feedback from stakeholder
consultation’ section although it is not evident how the conclusions of this consultation have

informed the proposals in the final Part Two masterplan.

The issue of affordability needs to be confronted with positive initiatives — for example
offering incentives to promote living over the shop.

A greater supply of social housing is needed to meet the increasing demand. The
document has not put forward any real analysis on the potential for housing development in

terms of the location and form of housing, and the number of units required.

There is a huge demand in the area for more family homes as opposed to 1 or 2 bedroom
apartments. Apartments will meet the needs of single households, young professionals,
migrant workers and students but the Partnership is concerned that this particular form of
housing has limited value for families needing to be re-housed. The Partnership does,

however, acknowledge that there could be a case for some medium-rise apartment
development in the area.

The Partnership supports the retention and refurbishment of existing buildings in the
Library/Press Quarter and sees opportunity for conversion to shared social housing.

Private developers and speculators have seen the potential in the North West Quarter and
are sterilising land that should have been earmarked for social housing. It is submitted that
land must be secured now for social housing and government intervention in the form of

vesting of land for this purpose is necessary.
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