From: Brian Scott [brian.scott@oxfamireland.org]
Sent: 08 January 2007 18:31
To: Business Support Unit
Cc: Julie McSorley; Hanna Nilssonsahlin
Subject: consultation response to 'Belfast City Centre North West Quarter Part Two' consultant's report

Dear Sirs,
 

In August 2005, Oxfam Ireland moved its Belfast offices and retail support facilities from cramped quarters on the Dublin Road to 115 North Street.    We have purchased the old Potts & Houston buildings and yard, which front on both North Street and Union Street, and have begun refurbishing the premises, starting with the warehouse fronting North Street.    A total of 28 office staff work here, and we also have a number of temporary workers employed in our retail support facility (including for our fairtrade giftware retailing operations) at the rear.   We consider this is possibly the largest social enterprise, in employment terms, in the district.  
 

We are naturally interested in the future of the district, in particular the area covered by the Part One report, and also the 'press/library quarter'.     Our comments on the consultant's report are as follows:
 

1.  We concur with the consultant's view that there are several buildings in the 'press/library quarter' of excellent quality and character.   Preserving them, with as much as possible of the existing milieu, will conserve significant aspects of the few remaining parts of Victorian Belfast.   They also offer the opportunity, as is suggested, of creating a vibrant mix of creative enterprises as well as cultural and recreational activities.    Low occupancy costs would be a key element to attracting the first type of activity; and judicious, modest support for refurbishment and ongoing operating costs support (eg via teh Arts Council as well as Belfast City Council?) could provide space of artists' studios of a variety of types viz painting, sculpture, music, video, dance.
 

2.  An essential element in preserving and enhancing the character and vitality of the 'press/library quarter' is to increase living accommodation, both social and non-social.    Preventing the development of sectarian housing may be possible by keeping the overall total of dwelling units relatively low, mixing them in small lots amongst the other, economic etc, uses (including within some of the buildings themselves), and starting to construct this accommodation from the Public Library/Belfast Telegraph end of the district (ie rather than from the Carrick Hill side, which is likely to lead merely to an extension of the existing predominance of Roman Catholic population).    A leavening of apartments and houses attractive to those desirous of living a city life would ensure a more interesting and vital population, and avoid spreading the more homogeneous character of the existing neighborhoods nearby.  
 

3.  The new buildings in the 'press/library quarter', and especially the extensions and rationalisations of the Belfast Telegraph and Belfast Public Library facilities, must be constructed in a sensitive and creative way so as not to clash with the existing buildings of character, and so as to create a unity of environment with pedestrians dominating.   For example, Kent Street is dead because the Library extension creates a blank wall along almost one side of its length.    To succeed, the streets of the 'press/library quarter' must have life and variety (and to ensure the area is habitable, 'life' does not mean raucous revellers at all hours of the night in all areas!).
 

4.  You may wish to inform the working group on social enterprise of our existence in the area. 
 

5.  'Scotch Quarter' is a neater name, if historically justified, than 'Press/Library Quarter'.
 

6.  We would welcome the earliest possible improvement to the environment quality of North Street so as to enhance it as a retailing area.   This will be especially important during the years of constructing the enlarged Castlecourt shopping centre area.
 

We hope this is helpful.
 

Would it be possible to send us a copy of the Part One Masterplan report, published in August 2005, please?
 

Best wishes
 

    
Brian Scott
chief executive
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Let Oxfam Ireland solve your gift dilemmas this Christmas!
 

Unwrapped: The fun, alternative gift that gives twice.
Fairtrade Online Shop: Beautiful handmade gifts, hampers, and much more.
The Cake Sale CD: But the smash hit CD - a compilation of 9 incredible songs, with proceeds going to Oxfam Ireland.
 

See all this and more at: www.oxfamireland.org/christmas
 

Oxfam Ireland works with other to overcome poverty and suffering through the most effective and appropropriate means.
 

Join us at www.oxfamireland.org 
 

 

