[image: image1.wmf] 


Consultation paper

Proposal to stop the annual internet publication Pensioners Income Series Northern Ireland.
[image: image2.png]% DSD

Department for
Social Development

gov.uk




Contents
Background








5
Proposed Changes







5
Alternative Sources of Information





5

Timing and Contact Details






6

Annex 1: Definitions







7

Annex 2: Response to Proposal





9

Stopping the Pensioners Income Series Northern Ireland publication

This document highlights issues which the Statistics and Research Branch at the Department for Social
Development wish to seek user consultation on, in particular proposals to stop the annual internet publication Pensioners Income Series Northern Ireland.
Background

The Pensioners Income series Northern Ireland provides analyses of the levels and trends of pensioners incomes based on the Family Resources Survey (FRS) for Northern Ireland. It is published by the Statistics and Research Branch at the Department for Social Development.
The information was first published in February 2006, covering figures relating to 2003/04 based on the

Family Resources Survey (FRS), which is a continuous cross-sectional survey. The latest report, covering 2006/07
was published on the 10th March 2009 see link: http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/statistics_and_research-pensioners_income_series.htm. This provides analyses across different pensioner types: All Pensioners, Pensioner Couples, Single Pensioners and Recently Retired Pensioners (see annex 1 for definitions).

The Statistics and Research Branch is currently undergoing a work programme review, with the aim to focus its service provision around departmental customer need. This has resulted in a need to review its outputs and publications. The Statistics and Research Branch has therefore had to re-prioritise its work and has indicated that it does not have the resources to continue these analyses.

Proposed changes

It is proposed that publication of the Pensioners Income series Northern Ireland results via the Department for Social Development website will be stopped. The report published in March this year will be the last edition.

However, required variables will continue to be made available as part of the Households Below Average Income (HBAI) and Family Resources Survey (FRS) datasets, to allow researchers to undertake their own analyses of the results. SAS code used to produce the tables will also be available on request. Availability of data via the HBAI/FRS datasets could represent an increase in timeliness of information.

Alternative sources of information

A number of sources of similar information exist. The main ones are:

Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings: the Office for National Statistics’s main source for information on

the distribution of earnings. It is the most detailed and comprehensive source of national information on

the levels of earnings (separately for type of worker and for gender), see

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/StatBase/Product.asp?vlnk=15236&Pos=2&ColRank=1&Rank=176
Survey of Personal Incomes: a sample survey based on information held by HMRC tax offices on persons

who could be liable to UK tax. It is carried out annually and covers the income assessable for tax in each

tax year, see http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/stats/income_distribution/menu.htm.

Households Below Average Income Northern Ireland (HBAI): statistics and commentary which give an insight into the standard of living of the household population in Northern Ireland, also based on the Family Resources

Survey data. HBAI uses household disposable incomes, adjusted for household size and composition,

before and after housing costs. HBAI reports on changes in numbers of people in low-income

households, the relative risks of different groups experiencing low incomes, the composition of the low income

population, and changes in the distribution of disposable income, see

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/stats-publications/stats-family-resource/households.htm
Family Resources Survey Northern Ireland: survey providing information on the incomes and circumstances of

private households in Northern Ireland, see 

http://www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/stats_and_research/stats-publications/stats-family-resource/family_resources.htm
Consultation

We would like your views on this proposal and any comments are welcomed, you may use the attached pro-forma in Annex 2 to formulate your response:
Timing

Responses to this document are requested by 2nd November 2009. They should be sent to:

Paul Scullion 
Department for Social Development
Level 4
James House
2-4 Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

Ormeau Road 
Belfast
BT7 2JA
Email: Paul.Scullion@dsdni.gov.uk

Tel: 02890 819953
Fax: 02890 819961
Annex 1: Definitions of income and general definitions used in the Pensioners Incomes Series

The PIS series in 2006/07 is based on the Households Below Average Income (HBAI) dataset, which is itself based on the Family Resources Survey (FRS). The HBAI publication makes an adjustment for households with very high incomes as the FRS under-records information about these households. This adjustment is based on data from the Survey of Personal Incomes (SPI) from the Board of the Inland Revenue. 

The FRS does not collect information on people living in institutions, e.g. nursing homes, jails, and homeless people living rough or in bed and breakfast accommodation and so these are not represented in the Pensioners’ Incomes Series.
The Income measures used in the Pensioners Income series are:

• Gross
• Net

Gross Income:
Within the Pensioner Income Series gross income is generally separated into six components: 
• 
Income from benefits – in section 3 this is further divided into National Insurance related benefits (mainly State Pension); income related benefits; and disability related benefits. 

• 
Income from occupational pensions. 

• 
Income from personal pensions.

• 
Income from investments.

• 
Earnings, including profit and loss from self-employment.
• 
Other income, which includes benefits from Friendly Societies, income from dependent children, and free TV licences for the over 75s.

Net Income:
Net income before housing costs (BHC) is gross income less: income tax payments; National Insurance contributions; contributions to occupational and private pension schemes; local taxes; maintenance and child support payments; and parental contributions to children living away from home. 
Net income after housing costs (AHC) are also net of: rent; structural insurance (for owner occupiers); mortgage payments (net of any tax relief); and ground rent and service charges. Income from Housing Benefit is included within gross income as a social security benefit
Pensioner Types:
Single Pensioner

People over state pension age (65 for men or 60 for women)

Pensioner Couples:

Married or cohabitating pensioners where one or more of the adults are state pension age or over.

Recently Retired Pensioner units:

Are defined on the basis of age rather than employment status. They are those units where the head is less than 5 years over state pension age; namely, single women between 60 and 64, single men between 65 and 69, and pensioner couples where the man is between 65 and 69 or the female is between 60 and 64. Recently retired pensioner units are included in the ‘Under 75’ age group.
Measuring living standards:

All analysis is based on the benefit unit. Incomes are often used as a measure of the ‘standard of living’ achieved by different groups. However, there are many other factors that can affect living standards, such as wealth, physical health or expenditure. Furthermore, estimates of pensioner unit income in the Pensioners’ Incomes Series do not take account of the income of other members of the household, which could affect pensioners’ standards of living. Therefore income estimates should only be regarded as broadly indicative of living standards.
Annex 2
Response to proposal

Consultation Return: Pensioners Income Series Northern Ireland

Name
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Organisation(s) represented
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Telephone number
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E-mail address
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Please answer the following questions as fully as possible to help SRB (DSD) evaluate the proposed removal of the named publication. Please underline your response.
Your views on the proposal to cease production of the Pensioners Income Series Northern Ireland
1 - Are you content that the current Pensioners Income Series publication for Northern Ireland be    stopped? 

Yes
No

Please provide comments for this response: 
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2 – Do you currently use, or believe you may have a future need to use the Pensioners Income Series for Northern Ireland?

Yes
No
If no, please provide reason for this response:
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3 – If you stated Yes to question 2, please outline which tables from the publication you use?
Please list table numbers from the 2006/07 publication, and any comments:
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4 – Would there be a negative impact on your organisation if you did not have access to the information contained with in the report?
Yes
No
If yes, please provide reason for this response:
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5 – If you had access to the HBAI dataset and the accompanying SAS code, would you be able to undertake your own analysis?
Yes
No
Please provide comments for your response:
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General comments

6 – Do you have any other views or comments relevant to this consultation? 
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Responses should be returned no later than 5pm Monday 2nd November 2009.

Please return to: paul.scullion@dsdni.gov.uk
Paul Scullion 

Department for Social Development

Level 4

James House

2-4 Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

Ormeau Road 

Belfast

BT7 2JA

Many thanks for your response to this consultation. Please note that responses may be made public and attributable to the respondent, unless anonymity is requested.
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