Sent: 17 February 2007 16:07
To: LiquorReviewTeam
Subject: Licensing and Regulation of Clubs (Amendment) (N.Ireland) Order 2007


Comments on proposed amendments on behalf of:

Public Morals Committee

Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland

 

We believe that it is self -evident that the misuse of alcohol is a major problem in our society. It is a significant cause of ill-health, family breakdown, personal injury from road accidents and assault, and puts a very significant burden on our already overstretched health services.

 

We also believe that the level of consumption of alcohol is directly linked to its availability, both in terms of affordability and access to licensed premises. Alcohol has never been cheaper in real terms than it is now, nor has it ever been more freely available in pubs, clubs, hotels, off-licenses and supermarkets, and as a result the consumption of alcohol and the damage it does are also at an all-time high.

 

We therefore wish to register our objection to any extension of opening hours for the sale and consumption of alcohol as are outlined in this Draft Order. The proposals to permit young people extended access to licensed premises are particularly worrying in the context of the current problem of under-age drinking.

 

We fully support any legislation which empowers the police and courts to close down premises which are contributing to public disorder or nuisance or are a significant risk to public safety. One of Government's main responsibilities is to ensure that citizens are given the opportunity to live "a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way" (2Tim 2:2)

 

Dr. RD McKelvey

Acting Convenor

Reformed Presbyterian Church Public Morals Committee

