Notes from UK Charity Regulators Forum April 3rd Harmsworth House London
Attendees
Jane Ryder - OSCR 
Roy McGivern - Charities Implementation Team, NI 
Keith Moore - HMRC
Seamus Murray - Charities Implementation Team, NI 
Terry Dunne - Charities Regulation Unit, Ireland
Ann Delaney - Charities Regulation Unit, Ireland
Rosie Chapman - Charity Commission 

Jane Hobson - Charity Commission 
1) Economic Downturn 

The group discussed the results of the Charity Commission’s second economic survey. There was an update on the Commission other downturn work including its research on trusts and foundations, the production of a model board paper for charity trustees and revisions to relevant guidance. 
OSCR informed the group of the possibilities they are considering for research into how the recession impacts on charities.  
It was agreed that the Commission would circulate the model board paper they are preparing to release to the sector and the Forum members offered to act as a virtual focus group for testing out this guidance for charities with a view to the other members ultimately endorsing the Commission’s model board paper, if it was helpful for their work. 
2) Regulatory Approach 

Rosie Chapman gave a short presentation about the Commission’s approach to regulation. . A discussion followed about how forum members interact with other regulators.
3) Cross border issues / Reporting 

The Charity Commission updated the Forum on plans for the design of the Annual Return 09 form and OSCR updated the group on their work on cross- border monitoring. The Commission reminded the Forum of the changes to reporting thresholds that came into force on 1st April. 
4) Updates 
SCIO/CIO –Each delegation provided an update 
Public Benefit -The Commission reported on the publication of four sets of supplementary guidance in December and the publication of example trustee annual reports on the Commission’s website.
European Harmonization- HMRC reported that they are still considering the implications of the ruling in the Persche case for UK Charities. 

Charity Tribunal – The Commission reported back on the first Charity tribunal hearings

International Regulators Conference- The dates for this event will be the 2nd, 3rd and 4th June 

Issues around fundraising – various issues were discussed.
Consultation on a European Foundation Statute – The Commission agreed to find out which UK government department is leading on this and what action is being taken.
The date of the next meeting is yet to be confirmed but likely to be in the 3rd week of September in Belfast. 

