ACTION POINTS
UK and Ireland Charity Regulators’ Forum
26 July 2007

Charity Commission
Harmsworth House
London
Present:
Rosie Chapman, Charity Commission

Jane Hobson, Charity Commission 

Michelle Russell, Charity Commission (for item 4) 

Jane Ryder, OSCR


Marieke Dwarshuis, OSCR

Seamus Murray, Charities Branch, DSD 

Terry Dunne, Dept of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

Keith Moore HMRC Charities
1
HMRC Charities

Keith Moore, Head of Business at HMRC Charities opened the discussion by explaining the approach of HMRC Charities.  In the context of the charity sector, he sees HMRC as having, in some respects, a regulatory role particularly in relation to preventing fraud and tax-avoidance. 
A current issue highlighted was the potential for different approaches in the devolved regions.  The Charity Regulators Forum was a useful mechanism for discussing this.

2 
Public benefit

Updates were given on the progress of OSCR’s rolling review programme, and the Charity Commission’s consultation on draft public benefit guidance.  
Action Point: As part of their work on fee charging charities OSCR are considering undertaking research.  OSCR will discuss their proposals with the Charity Commission in order to explore whether joint working would be useful.   

3
Approach to compliance work 

 
3.1
Monitoring

Accounts monitoring

The Charity Commission described their approach to those charities which failed to submit accounts.  The charity’s entry on the Charity Register could indicate that they were non-compliant or be removed if they were not operating.  This seemed to be broadly in line with OSCR’s approach.  
Action Point: HMRC should be informed of possible removals at an early stage  
Other monitoring

The Charity Commission approach to monitoring questions is moving away from issues of governance towards greater transparency in ways which will assist in identifying trends and in profiling.  The Commission has also launched a requirement for serious incident reporting through its Annual Return.
3.2
Cross border reporting

It was agreed that the Charity Commission and OSCR would work towards ensuring that work was not duplicated and that unnecessary extra reporting burdens were not created for cross border charities.

Action point: At the next meeting of the Forum there will be a more in depth look at compliance and monitoring issues.  It would be helpful for that discussion to be informed with material prepared in advance to identify those charities that affected by dual registration, their characteristics and the different thresholds affecting them.  This should help to identify the extent of the problem and any actions which would be needed.
3.3
Terrorism

Both the Charity Commission and OSCR will shortly be completing formal responses to the Government’s Review of Safeguards to Protect the Charitable Sector (England and Wales) from Terrorist Abuse. 

4
Faith and social cohesion 

The Charity Commission gave a brief update on its Faith and Social Cohesion Project.  DSD NI are also working with faith communities.  OSCR feel that such work is generally outside their remit but look at trends which might have a bearing on equality issues. 
5
Updates

 

The Charity Commission gave a brief update on its work in reviewing thresholds, its guidance on political campaigning and trading and in its treatment of dormant charities. 
The progress of proposed charity legislation in Northern Ireland was described.  They hope to have the Bill enacted by March/April 2008.

Implementation of new legislation continues in Scotland where work on further sets of regulation will be timetabled by the Justice Department who have taken on this work.
6
Next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held in Belfast on 22 November.  

