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MINUTES OF UK REGULATORS FORUM
HELD ON 20 MARCH @ 11.00 A.M.
OSCR, QUADRANT HOUSE, DUNDEE
Present:
Jane Ryder, OSCR



Marieke Dwarshuis, OSCR

Kirsty Gray, OSCR


Andrew Hind, Charity Commission 

Rosie Chapman, Charity Commission

Jane Hobson, Charity Commission


Seamus Murray, Charities Branch, DSD 


Roy McGivern, Charities Branch, DSD



Redmond Aherne, Dept of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

	
	
	ACTION

	1.
	Public Benefit
The meeting noted a generally positive response to the Charity Commission consultation document on public benefit, and the intended timetable.  Also noted was the generally positive response to OSCR’s consultation document on proposed priorities for the Rolling Review, and progress of the Pilots which should be reported in mid May.

There was extended discussion of the Public Benefit Test in both jurisdictions, identifying many similarities in principle and approach.  There will be differences in process because of the different starting points, OSCR process being determined by 2005 primary legislation and the Charity Commission’s building on existing case law, as well as the new public benefit requirement in the Charities Act 2006.  However it was thought in most cases the process would result in a similar outcome.  It was agreed there was a need close operational liaison to ensure consistency where possible, and to explain the rationale for different results particularly where this is contrary to general public expectations.  Appropriate staff members in OSCR and the Charity Commission were identified, with Northern Ireland to be involved.

	Principles and rationales to be further discussed at next meeting

OSCR and CC staff aim to meet at operational level at least 3 times a year, starting asap

	2.
	Monitoring
The meeting discussed different monitoring regimes.  OSCR has a statutory function to monitor compliance, and the starting point has been prioritised as identified from the 2005 consultation.  Subsequent experience has reinforced that OSCR needs to focus on improving charities basic compliance with governance and accounting requirements.  The Charity Commission is in a very different position, having a much longer established Monitoring Programme,  and consultation has just closed on proposed changes to this.  OSCR has suspended monitoring for cross border charities for 1 year to see whether monitoring systems can be aligned.  The meeting agreed the need to progress the joint Monitoring Working Party as soon as possible, to develop a better joint understanding and clarity about current requirements and future developments, including the approach to be taken by Northern Ireland.  Appropriate staff members were identified.
	OSCR to contact CC staff to arrange  meeting asap

	3.
	Trustee Report
The meeting noted that the Charity Commission proposed to recommend that Trustee Annual Reports include an explanation of how the charity delivers public benefit.  This is very much in line with OSCR thinking, increasing accountability and transparency of charities to the general public.  In the context of OSCR’s Rolling Review, an adequate Trustee Report can also form much of the evidence required for the purposes of review. 

For cross border charities, OSCR would encourage a statement of activities and financial information directly relevant to Scotland, although the current position is that there is no requirement to produce disaggregated accounts.  The issue of separate information and separate accounts is one which Northern Ireland needs to consider, both in the UK context and in relation to charities operating cross border Northern Ireland/the Republic.

The meeting noted that the Charity Commission publish accounts of all charities over £25,000 income.  OSCR does not do this: current policy is to allow sufficient time for the new Accounting Regulations to consistently be understood and applied within Scotland, and the possibility of on-line filing and on-line publication will be considered as part of the next cycle of monitoring.
	Regulators to liaise re future requirements and recommendations 



	4.
	Collection of Goods
The meeting agreed the recent exercise in issuing a joint leaflet on collection of goods had been a good example of practical co-operation between regulators.  Future similar projects might include advice on fundraising in the autumn. 
	

	5.
	Next meeting
It was agreed the next meeting should be held in London in July, when HRMC should be invited to attend.  Their approach will be of interest to regulators in all 3 UK jurisdictions.  For Northern Ireland there will also be cross border issues for charities operating in Northern Ireland and the Republic,  which need to be resolved between regulators and within tax regime(s).
	CC to host in London mid July 


