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UK & IRELAND CHARITIES REGULATORS FORUM

22nd NOVEMBER 2007 
CONFERENCE ROOM 2 - GROUND FLOOR 
LIGHTHOUSE BUILDING GASWORKS BUSINESS PARK BELFAST

List of Attendees 
Rosie Chapman – Charity Commission

Jane Hobson – Charity Commission

Michelle Russell – Charity Commission (Head of Compliance)

Mark Pinfold - Charity Commission (Head of Charity information)
Jane Ryder – OSCR

Kirsty Gray – OSCR (Head of Monitoring & Investigation)

Redmond Aherne – Dept of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs

Elaine Povey – HMRC
Seamus Murray – DSD

Kieran Doyle – DSD (Record of meeting)
Apology Received
Roy Mc Givern - DSD 

Terry Dunne - Dept of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
Welcome, Matters not on Agenda, & Updates.  
1. Mr Murray welcomed all to the meeting, and provided an update on the progress of the N. I. Charities Bill, which was to be considered for introduction to the N.I. Assembly at the Executive Committee Meeting to be held that day.    

2. Rosie Chapman advised most of the items she wished to discuss were on the Agenda, and that the Charity Commission (CC) had recently received an operational delivery award from the Government for their Charity Direct Service.

3. Redmond Aherne provided an update on the Irish Charity Bill stating that the Bill had completed its second stage in the Dail Eireann, it is hoped that the Bill will clear the Lower House in April, and Final Enactment will be possibly June 2008.

4. Elaine Povey advised she was attending the meeting for HMRC Charities on behalf of Keith Moore. 
5. Jane Ryder stated main items she wished to discuss were on the agenda. The Scottish Parliament has still to implement provisions from the 2005 Act and OSCR in conjunction with the Scottish Charity Law Team has set up an End to End Project to promote a more streamlined approach to the drafting of secondary legislation. Jane further stated OSCR has recently granted Designated Religious Charity Status (DRCS) to 9 religious charities.
6. Mr Murray stated he felt that future minutes should take the form of key points, should be agreed within 3-4 weeks of the meeting, and be posted on websites as appropriate. 

              AP – All for consideration     
7. Jane Ryder suggested minor amendments to draft minutes dated 26/07/07 which were agreed   
              AP - CC to amend 
Public Benefit Guidance Consultation

8. Jane Hobson stated there had been a strong response to the consultation.  The CC was currently analysing and summarising responses.  The summary of responses will be taken to their Board soon to sign off high level guidance, with the intention to publish in mid January 2008.   
Cross Border Monitoring Sub Group 
9. Kirsty Gray advised that the first meeting of the Cross Border Monitoring Sub Group had been very useful as a first touch for OSCR, CC, DSD and the invited charities. CC staff provided an insight into the CC new approach to monitoring, confirming changes introduced including the fact that larger charities will have a key relationship manager. There was an interesting discussion about differing approaches and whether it was possible for OSCR to develop tailored monitoring for cross border charities, bearing in mind CC approach.  OSCR has now to develop its thinking.  Meanwhile, it was felt the Sub Group would be a good vehicle for further discussion about reducing the overarching burden of administration / regulation, and developing a common ground approach on issues.  
         There was discussion about how HMRC will approach the question of whether charities on the OSCR register are entitled to tax relief and OSCR / HMRC will be discussing this in more detail, with further developments to be reporting to the Regulators Forum  
Treatment of Assets in Relation to Financial Reporting

10. Mr Murray advised that it has been agreed by the Minister for DSD that charity assets will be reported separately to the CCNI, so as to not trigger automatic audit.  It is intended that this will address the issue of income poor / asset rich charities.  The other Regulators reported no concerns on this issue.
Advocacy / Campaigning
11. Rosie Chapman advised the second meeting of the External Reference Group would take place in December, with guidance possibly being issued in January 2008. Redmond Aherne stated the Irish Bill was currently being updated in this area.

             AP: Rosie Chapman to provide future updates / Redmond Aherne to inform of any changes.
International Regulators Forum Update
12. Mr Murray advised that the forthcoming International Regulators Forum would be held in New Zealand on 15th April 2008.

             AP: All to keep in touch re; travelling arrangements etc

Investigation Issues – Cross Border Charities 

13. Michelle Russell provided an update in 3 areas: 

· Counter - Terrorism Strategy: – CC has nearly finalised this, and it will be published within the next 2-3 weeks. No significant change to CC’s previous policy of the 4 strand approach - support / supervision/ intervention / compliance. – draft of Strategy distributed to all present

· Treatment of Disqualified Trustees: under English Charity law the onus on making a case when considering applications for waivers to disqualification of Trustees after 5 years changes to the CC, other jurisdictions should be aware of this.

Clarification is required around who will be the lead Regulator when investigating for cross border charities in order to eliminate dual regulation - possible update to MOU between regulators needed. 
AP: Jane Ryder / Andrew Hind to consider on advice from operational staff
Location / Date of Next Meeting.

14. Next Regulators Forum will be held in Dublin.
              AP: Redmond to confirm date / venue 
