
Household Characteristics

Introduction

This section contains information on the main characteristics of households, benefit units and individuals with splits for age, ethnic group, sex and region. 
The information shown is important for interpreting tables in other chapters of the report.
For example, characteristics such as the size and age distribution of the household will affect income and housing costs. Please see Methodology for further information on the nature of the sample and data quality.
Contents and points to note when interpreting tables

Tables 2.1 to 2.7 analyse households by size, region, composition and age of head. Tables showing the composition of households are extended to include, for example, households with one or more sick or disabled adults under pension age.

Table 2.8 looks at the number of benefit units in a household by Government Office Region.

Tables 2.9 to 2.15 look at benefit units by family type and economic status, region, age and marital status of head.
Key definitions used

(for a full explanation of all definitions please refer to Glossary

Adult


Age
· Benefit unit

Child


Economic status


Ethnic group


Family type

Region

Head of benefit unit

Head of household

Household


Household Composition


Individual


Marital status


Pension Age


Sick or disabled adult
Changes to tables between 2006-07 and 2007-08
The publication has been restructured to remove tables which have been previously dropped from the publication and those which have been suppressed due to sample size constraints. A matrix showing the old and new numbering of the tables is available following the content pages. 

Table 2.4 has been amended to present households with one or more disabled adults under pension age rather than one or more sick or disabled adults under pension age.
Section 2 Summary
· The average number of persons per household is 2.5 in NI compared to 2.3 in the UK.

· NI has a lower percentage of single-person households (25%) compared to the UK (30%).

· NI has the highest percentage of households with children (34%), with the next highest regions being Outer London and West Midlands (32%).  The UK average is 28%.

· There are also more households with sick or disabled adults under pension age in NI (19%), compared to the UK average (17%).

· NI has a slightly lower percentage of households with one or more adults over pension age (30%), compared to the UK average (32%).

· Just under half of all properties in NI have a capital value less than £100,000 (as valued at 01/01/2005)
· NI has a higher percentage of households with at least 2 benefit units (21%), compared to the UK (17%).

· NI has a higher percentage of households with ‘Couple with children’ (19%) and ‘Single with children’ (7%), compared to in the UK (17% and 6% respectively).

· NI has a higher percentage of ‘Workless, one or more sick disabled’ households (8%), compared to the UK (6%).

· There are more ‘Self-employed’ households in NI (8%), compared to the UK (7%).
· 53% of heads of households are aged 44 or under in NI compared to 50% in the UK.

[image: image1.emf]Table 2.1: Households by size and region/country

Percentage of households

Size 

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshire 

and the 

Humber

East          

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdom

1 person 31 33 30 29 31 28 33 35 31 27 29 30 28 34 25 30

2 persons 36 36 36 40 34 38 32 33 32 38 40 37 39 36 34 36

3 persons 17 13 14 14 15 15 16 15 16 16 14 15 16 14 15 15

4 persons 13 12 12 13 14 14 12 11 14 13 11 13 13 12 15 13

5 or more persons 4 6 7 5 7 5 7 7 7 6 6 6 5 4 10 6

Average number 

of persons per 

household 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.5 2.3

Sample size (=100%) 1,000 2,581 1,903 1,652 1,901 1,962 2,174 883 1,291 2,809 1,763 17,745 1,082 4,294 1,861 24,982

Region Country


[image: image2.emf]Table 2.2: Households by age of head and size

Percentage of households

Number of persons

Age  One Two Three Four

Five or 

more

Sample 

size 

(=100%)

16-19 . . . . . 6

20-24 . . . . . 77

25-29 14 49 18 11 8 122

30-34 15 29 26 21 9 140

35-39 13 21 19 26 21 191

40-44 16 18 13 32 21 200

45-49 18 19 18 23 23 183

50-54 17 35 21 16 11 168

55-59 25 43 13 14 4 150

60-64 32 47 14 2 6 158

65-69 37 50 8 3 1 134

70-74 54 41 4 1 0 118

75-79 . . . . . 96

80+ 55 39 4 2 0 118

All households 25 34 15 15 10 1,861


[image: image3.emf]Table 2.3: Households by age of head and region/country

Percentage of households

Age 

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshire 

and the 

Humber

East        

Midlands

West       

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

16 to 19 1 1 - - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 - 2 1 - 1

20 to 24 4 4 5 5 4 4 5 7 3 3 4 4 3 4 4 4

25 to 29 7 7 7 7 6 7 9 11 8 6 6 7 6 7 7 7

30 to 34 6 7 8 7 7 7 12 13 11 8 7 8 7 7 9 8

35 to 39 9 9 9 9 10 9 12 13 12 9 9 10 8 9 11 10

40 to 44 10 11 10 11 10 11 12 12 12 11 10 11 10 11 11 11

45 to 49 11 9 10 10 9 10 9 10 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 10

50 to 54 9 9 9 8 8 8 9 7 10 9 8 9 8 9 9 9

55 to 59 9 9 9 9 9 9 7 5 8 8 9 8 9 9 8 8

60 to 64 8 8 8 9 8 8 6 4 7 8 9 8 9 8 8 8

65 to 69 7 7 6 7 7 6 4 4 5 7 7 6 7 7 6 6

70 to 74 7 6 6 6 6 6 5 4 5 6 6 6 7 6 5 6

75 to 79 5 5 5 5 5 6 4 3 4 5 6 5 5 5 5 5

80 to 84 5 5 5 5 5 5 3 2 4 5 6 5 5 4 4 5

85 or over 3 3 3 3 3 4 2 2 3 4 3 3 3 3 1 3

Sample size 

(=100%)

1,000 2,581 1,903 1,652 1,901 1,962 2,174 883 1,291 2,809 1,763 17,745 1,082 4,294 1,861 24,982

Region Country



[image: image4.emf]Table 2.4: Households by composition and region/country

Percentage of households

Household composition

North

East

North 

West

Yorkshire

and the

Humber

East

Midlands

West

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Households without children

One adult

   adult male over pension age 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

   adult female over pension age 12 11 11 11 11 10 8 6

   adult male under pension age 9 11 10 9 10 9 13 15

   adult female under pension age 5 6 5 5 6 5 8 11

Two adults

   both over pension age 10 10 10 10 10 12 6 5

   one over pension age 4 5 5 6 5 5 3 2

   both under pension age 18 18 19 22 16 18 20 22

Three or more adults 9 7 9 6 9 8 9 8

Households with children

One adult

   one child 3 4 3 2 3 3 3 3

   two children 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

   three or more children 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Two adults

   one child 8 7 7 8 7 8 8 8

   two children 8 8 8 9 8 10 8 6

   three or more children 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Three or more adults

   one child 3 3 2 2 3 2 2 3

   two children - 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

   three or more children 1 - - - - - - -

All households without children 72 72 72 73 70 71 71 72

All households with children 28 28 28 27 30 29 29 28

Households with one or more 

adults over pension age

33 32 32 33 34 33 24 20

Households with one or more 

sick or disabled adults under 

pension age

23 19 18 17 19 15 15 17

Households with one or more 

unemployed adults under 

pension age

5 5 5 4 6 4 5 6

Sample size (=100%)

1,000 2,581 1,903 1,652 1,901 1,962 2,174 883

Region


[image: image5.emf]Table 2.4: Households by composition and region (continued)

Percentage of households

Household composition

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England Wales Scotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdom

Households without children

One adult

   adult male over pension age 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 4

   adult female over pension age 9 11 12 11 11 12 9 11

   adult male under pension age 12 8 9 10 8 11 8 10

   adult female under pension age 6 5 4 6 5 7 5 6

Two adults

   both over pension age 7 11 13 10 12 9 9 10

   one over pension age 4 5 6 5 6 5 5 5

   both under pension age 19 19 19 19 18 19 17 19

Three or more adults 10 9 7 8 8 8 10 8

Households with children

One adult

   one child 2 3 2 3 3 3 4 3

   two children 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 2

   three or more children 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 1

Two adults

   one child 9 8 8 8 7 7 7 8

   two children 9 9 8 8 8 8 9 8

   three or more children 3 4 3 3 3 2 5 3

Three or more adults

   one child 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 3

   two children 1 1 1 1 - 1 2 1

   three or more children - - - - - - - -

Total households without 

children 70 71 73 72 72 74 66 72

Total households with children 30 29 27 28 28 26 34 28

Households with one or more 

adults over pension age

27 33 36 32 35 31 30 32

Households with one or more 

sick or disabled adults under 

pension age

13 14 15 17 20 19 19 17

Households with one or more 

unemployed adults under 

pension age

5 3 3 4 4 4 4 4

Sample size (=100%)

1,291 2,809 1,763 17,745 1,082 4,294 1,861 24,982

Region


[image: image6.emf]Table 2.5: Households by ethnic group of head and region/country

Percentage of households

Ethnic group

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshir

e and the 

Humber

East 

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdom

White 98 94 94 93 90 95 72 66 75 94 98 91 97 97 99 92

Mixed - 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 1 - 1 1 - - 1

Asian or Asian British 1 3 4 4 6 2 10 8 11 2 1 4 1 1 - 3

  of which

  Indian - 1 1 3 3 1 5 4 6 1 - 2 1 - - 2

  Pakistani/Bangladeshi - 2 3 1 3 1 3 3 2 1 - 1 - - - 1

Black or Black British - 1 1 1 3 1 11 16 8 1 - 3 - - - 2

  of whch

  Black Caribbean - 1 1 1 2 1 5 8 4 - - 1 - - - 1

  Black African or Other Black - 1 - 1 1 1 6 8 5 1 - 1 - - - 1

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group 1 1 1 1 1 1 5 7 4 1 1 2 1 1 - 1

Sample size (=100%) 3,072 8,073 6,047 5,334 6,007 6,388 6,980 2,836 4,144 9,188 5,633 56,722 3,501 12,906 5,674 78,803

Source:2005-06, 2006-07, 2007-08 Family Resources Survey, United Kingdom

Region Country


[image: image7.emf]Table 2.6: Households by Capital Value of Property

1,2,3

 and Urban Rural Area

Percentage of households

Urban Rural Classification

Capital Value of Property BMUA Urban East Urban West Rural East Rural West

Northern 

Ireland

<=£50,000

5 11 2 6 6 5

>£50,000 and <=£100,000

38 50 57 37 46 43

>£100,000 and <=£150,000

16 27 28 22 28 23

>£150,000 and <=£200,000

7 7 5 14 8 9

>£200,000

5 4 4 16 4 7

Not Specified 29 2 4 6 7 13

Sample size (=100%) 624 202 240 368 427 1,861

Notes:

1.  Capital value of property as at 1st January 2005

3.  Data extracted in October 2005

2. Relates to valuation of all propoerties in NI's housing stock and is not necessarily directly comparable with house prices 

achieved on open market.


[image: image8.emf]Table 2.7: Number of benefit units per household by region/country

Percentage of households

Number of benefit 

units

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshir

e and the 

Humber

East        

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

1 benefit unit 81 84 83 85 81 85 80 79 80 83 86 83 83 84 79 83

2 benefit units 14 12 11 12 14 12 14 14 13 12 10 12 13 12 14 12

3 benefit units 4 4 4 3 4 3 5 5 5 4 2 4 3 4 5 4

4 benefit units 1 1 1 - 1 - 1 1 1 - 1 1 1 1 2 1

5 benefit units or more 0 0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Average number 

of benefit units 

per household 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.2

Sample size (=100%)#### 2,581 1,903 1,652 1,901 1,962 2,174 883 1,291 2,809 1,763 17,745 1,082 4,294 1,861 24,982

Country Region


[image: image9.emf]Table 2.8: Benefit units by family type and region/country

Percentage of benefit units

Family type

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshir

e and the 

Humber

East 

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

Pensioner couple 9 9 9 10 10 11 6 5 7 10 12 10 11 8 9 10

Single male pensioner 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 3 4

Single female pensioner 11 11 10 11 11 10 8 6 10 11 11 10 11 11 9 11

Couple with children 16 16 17 18 18 19 16 15 17 19 18 17 16 15 19 17

Couple without children 19 19 21 23 19 22 19 17 20 21 22 20 21 20 19 20

Single with children 7 7 6 5 6 6 6 7 6 5 5 6 7 6 7 6

Single male without children 20 21 21 18 21 18 24 28 22 19 18 20 18 20 21 20

Single female without children 12 13 13 11 12 11 17 20 16 13 10 13 11 14 14 13

Sample size (=100%) 1,176 3,018 2,253 1,873 2,264 2,233 2,678 1,101 1,577 3,304 1,986 20,785 1,264 5,067 2,205 29,321

Country Region


[image: image10.emf]Table 2.9: Benefit units by economic status and region/country

Percentage of benefit units

Economic status

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshir

e and the 

Humber

East 

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England Wales

Scotlan

d

Norther

n 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

One or more full-time self employed 5 5 6 6 7 8 9 8 10 7 8 7 7 7 8 7

Single or couple, all in full time work 26 31 28 29 29 30 32 35 30 32 28 30 25 30 30 30

Couple, one in full time work, 

   one in part time work 7 7 10 10 7 10 5 4 6 10 10 8 8 8 7 8

Couple, one in full time work, 

   one not working 8 6 7 8 7 9 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 7 7 8

No full-time, one or more in part time 

work 11 10 10 10 10 10 10 11 10 8 9 10 10 10 9 10

Workless, one or more aged 60 or 

over 26 25 23 24 24 23 16 13 19 23 27 23 25 23 21 23

Workless, one or more unemployed 5 4 4 3 5 2 4 5 3 2 2 3 4 3 3 3

Workless, one or more sick or disabled 8 7 7 5 5 4 6 8 5 4 4 5 7 7 8 6

Workless, other inactive 5 5 6 5 5 4 9 9 9 6 5 6 7 6 6 6

Sample size (=100%) 1,176 3,018 2,253 1,873 2,264 2,233 2,678 1,101 1,577 3,304 1,986 20,785 1,264 5,067 2,205 29,321

Country Region


[image: image11.emf]Table 2.10: Benefit units by ethnic group of head and region/country

Percentage of benefit units

Ethnic group

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshire 

and the 

Humber

East 

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

White 97 94 92 92 87 94 70 65 73 94 98 90 96 97 99 91

Mixed 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 1 - 1 1 - - 1

Asian or Asian British 1 4 6 5 8 2 11 9 13 3 1 5 1 1 - 4

  of which

  Indian - 1 1 4 3 1 6 4 8 1 - 2 1 - - 2

  Pakistani/Bangladeshi - 2 4 1 4 1 3 3 3 1 - 2 - 1 - 2

Black or Black British - 1 1 1 2 1 11 16 8 1 - 3 - - - 2

  of whch

  Black Caribbean - 1 1 1 2 1 5 8 4 - - 1 - - - 1

  Black African or Other Black - 1 - 1 1 1 6 8 5 1 - 1 - - - 1

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 7 4 1 1 2 1 1 - 2

Sample size (=100%) #### 9,538 7,115 6,203 7,214 7,320 8,644 3,539 5,105 10,801 6,402 66,857 4,113 15,142 6,792 92,904

Source: 2005-06, 2006-07 and 2007-08 Family Resources Survey, United Kingdom

Region Country



[image: image12.emf]Table 2.11: Benefit units by age of head and family type

Percentage of benefit units

Age 

Pensioner 

couple

Single 

male 

pensioner

Single 

female 

pensioner

Couple 

with 

children

Couple 

without 

children

Single 

with 

children

Single 

male 

without 

children

Single 

female 

without 

children

All 

benefit 

units

16 to 19 0 . 0 0 0 2 12 17 5

20 to 24 0 . 0 3 4 17 31 32 13

25 to 29 0 . 0 7 11 14 15 9 9

30 to 34 0 . 0 16 8 12 8 6 8

35 to 39 0 . 0 23 7 19 6 4 9

40 to 44 0 . 0 23 5 17 7 7 9

45 to 49 0 . 0 17 10 13 5 8 8

50 to 54 0 . 0 9 19 3 5 9 8

55 to 59 0 . 0 2 19 3 5 9 6

60 to 64 7 . 20 - 16 0 5 0 7

65 to 69 34 . 11 0 0 0 0 0 5

70 to 74 23 . 20 0 0 0 0 0 5

75 to 79 18 . 19 0 0 0 0 0 4

80 to 84 15 . 20 0 0 0 0 0 4

85 or over 2 . 10 0 0 0 0 0 1

Sample size (=100%) 214 96 240 420 372 205 385 273 2,205

Family type


[image: image13.emf]Table 2.12: Benefit units by age of head and region/country

Percentage of benefit units

Age 

North 

East

North 

West

Yorkshire 

and the 

Humber

East            

Midlands

West 

Midlands

East of 

England London

Inner 

London

Outer 

London

South 

East

South 

West England WalesScotland

Northern 

Ireland

United 

Kingdo

m

16 to 19 7 5 6 4 5 4 4 4 4 4 5 5 7 6 5 5

20 to 24 10 10 11 10 11 10 12 14 11 11 9 11 9 10 13 11

25 to 29 7 8 9 8 8 7 12 15 10 8 7 8 7 8 9 8

30 to 34 6 7 7 7 7 7 11 12 10 8 7 8 7 7 8 8

35 to 39 8 8 8 9 9 9 10 11 10 8 8 9 7 8 9 9

40 to 44 9 9 8 9 8 9 10 10 10 9 9 9 8 9 9 9

45 to 49 9 8 8 9 8 8 8 8 7 9 8 8 9 8 8 8

50 to 54 7 8 7 7 7 7 7 6 8 8 7 7 7 8 8 7

55 to 59 7 8 8 7 8 7 5 4 6 7 7 7 8 7 6 7

60 to 64 6 7 7 8 7 7 5 4 6 7 8 7 8 6 7 7

65 to 69 6 6 5 6 6 5 4 3 4 5 6 5 6 6 5 5

70 to 74 6 5 5 5 5 5 4 3 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

75 to 79 5 4 5 5 5 5 3 3 3 5 5 4 5 4 4 4

80 to 84 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 4 4 5 4 5 4 4 4

85 or over 2 3 3 3 3 4 2 2 2 4 3 3 3 2 1 3

Sample size (=100%)1,176 3,018 2,253 1,873 2,264 2,233 2,678 1,101 1,577 3,304 1,986 20,785 1,264 5,067 2,205 29,321

Region Country


[image: image14.emf]Table 2.13 Benefit units by age of head and economic status

Percentage of benefit units

Economic status

Age 

One or more 

full-time        

self-employed

Single or couple, 

all in full time 

work

Couple, one in 

full time work, 

one in part time 

work

Couple, one in 

full time work, 

one not working

No full-time, 

one or more 

in part time 

work

Workless, 

one or 

more aged 

60 or over

Workless, 

one or 

more 

unemploye

d

Workless, 

one or 

more sick 

or disabled

Workless, 

other 

inactive

Sample 

size 

(=100%)

16 to 19 . . . . . . . . . 75

20 to 24 1 46 3 2 12 0 8 9 19 215

25 to 29 4 56 7 6 6 0 5 8 7 166

30 to 34 10 53 6 14 4 0 2 8 3 160

35 to 39 16 40 13 12 7 0 1 7 4 199

40 to 44 14 34 13 12 7 0 4 11 5 213

45 to 49 18 31 15 7 8 0 3 14 4 190

50 to 54 19 20 10 14 9 1 3 18 6 177

55 to 59 14 23 11 12 16 2 1 20 3 152

60 to 64 6 12 6 8 14 55 0 0 0 166

65 to 69 2 0 0 7 6 85 0 0 0 139

70 to 74 4 0 0 1 2 93 0 0 0 124

75 to 79 0 0 0 0 2 98 0 0 0 100

80 to 84 . . . . . . . . . 95

85 and over . . . . . . . . . 34

All benefit units  8 30 7 7 9 21 3 8 6 2,205



[image: image15.emf]Table 2.14: Benefit units by marital status of head and family type

Percentage of benefit units

Family type

Marital status

Pensioner 

couple

Single 

male 

pensioner

Single 

female 

pensioner

Couple 

with 

children

Couple 

without 

children

Single 

with 

children

Single 

male 

without 

children

Single 

female 

without 

children

All 

benefit 

units

Married/Civil Partnership 99 . 0 92 85 0 0 0 42

Cohabiting 1 . 0 8 15 0 0 0 4

Single 0 . 14 0 0 55 84 78 34

Widowed 0 . 72 0 0 3 2 3 9

Separated 0 . 4 0 0 20 7 8 5

Divorced/Civil Partnership 

dissolved 0 . 9 0 0 21 7 10 5

Sample size (=100%) 214 96 240 420 372 205 385 273 2,205


[image: image16.emf]Table 2.15: Benefit units by marital status of head and economic status

Percentage of benefit units

Economic status

Marital status

One or more 

full-time self-

employed

Single or 

couple,              

all in                    

full-time 

Couple, one 

in        full-

time work,           

one in                    

Couple, one 

in            full-

time work,              

one not 

No full-time,             

one or more 

in               

part-time 

Workless, 

one or more 

aged 60 or 

over

Workless, 

one or more  

unemployed

Workless, 

one or more 

sick or            

disabled

Workless,         

other             

inactive

All                                

benefit                                      

units

Married/Civil Partnership 82 28 93 89 34 41 . 15 5 42

Cohabiting 5 7 7 11 2 - . 4 1 4

Single 11 52 0 0 49 11 . 48 78 34

Widowed - 2 0 0 3 39 . 4 2 9

Separated - 5 0 0 6 4 . 12 6 5

Divorced/Civil 

Partnership dissolved 1 6 0 0 7 4 . 17 8 5

Sample size (=100%) 184 578 148 154 200 560 60 192 129 2,205
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