Department for Social Development
Statement of Administrative Sources used for statistical purposes

Background
Official statistics published by Analytical Services Unit (ASU) in The Department for Social Development (DSD) are based on several sources of administrative data which are listed in tables 1 and 2 of this document.
The UK Statistics Authority actively encourages public bodies to exploit administrative and management sources for statistical purposes. The Authority‘s main requirements are set out in Protocol 3 of the Code of Practice for Official Statistics. Amongst other things, Protocol 3 requires all producers of official statistics to publish, in consultation with the National Statistician, a ‘Statement of Administrative Sources’ which lists:

· The administrative systems currently used in the production of official statistics.

· Procedures to be followed within the organisation to ensure that full account is taken of the implications for official statistics when changes to administrative systems are contemplated.

· Information on other administrative sources that are not currently used in the production of official statistics but have potential to be so used.

· Arrangements for providing statistical staff, whether inside the producer body or elsewhere, with access to administrative data for statistical purposes.

· Arrangements for auditing the quality of administrative data used for statistical purposes.

· Arrangements for ensuring the security of statistical processes that draw on administrative data.
The following Tables describe the administrative/management sources which are used by ASU, DSD to produce official statistics, or which have the potential to be so used, differentiating between:

· those sources which are owned and managed by The Department

· those administered or managed by other organisations

Table 1. Statistical usage of our own organisation’s administrative or management sources
	Name/Title of Administrative Data Source
	Name of overarching

Administrative System

(if different) 
	Main administrative purpose of this source/system
(Brief Description) 
	Geospatial Coverage
	Title(s) of all Statistical Products derived from this Source 

	Social Security Agency Benefits Computer Systems


	
	Administration and payment of welfare benefits


	NI
	· Carer’s Allowance Summary Statistics

· Incapacity Benefit/Severe Disablement Allowance

· Income Support Statistics

· Pension Credit Statistics

· Jobseekers Allowance Statistics

· Retirement Pension Statistics

· Summary Social Security Statistics

· Disability Living Allowance Summary Statistics

· Attendance Allowance Summary Statistics

· Northern Ireland Client Group Analysis

· Payment Modernisation Program Six-weekly Bulletin

· Social Fund Annual Report and Accounts

	Single Housing Benefit Extract*
	NIHE Housing Benefit Computer System
	Administration and payment of Housing Benefit


	
	· Summary Social Security Statistics


	Child Maintenance and Enforcement Division Computer Systems
	
	Administration and payment of Child Maintenance
	NI
	· Monthly Management Information Reports

· Summary Statistics




*This data source is managed by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE). The accuracy of information held in this database is the responsibility of NIHE.

Table 2. Statistical usage of other organisations’ administrative or management sources
	Name/Title of Administrative Data Source
	Name of overarching

Administrative System

(if different)
	 Name of  Organisation responsible for this system/source
	Main administrative purpose of this system/source
(Brief description) 
	Geospatial Coverage
	Title(s) of all Statistical Products derived from this Source 

	HMRC Tax Credits Database
	
	HMRC
	Administration and payment of Tax Credits
	NI Extract from UK Data
	Client Group Analysis

(The Tax Credit Data is only used to enhance some of the Social Security Administrative data from which this product is derived)


Table 3. Other administrative sources with the potential to be used for statistical purposes
	Name/Title of Administrative Data Source
	Name of overarching

Administrative System

(if different)
	Name of  Organisation responsible for this system/source
	Main administrative purpose of this system/source
(Brief description) 
	Geospatial Coverage

	HMRC Earnings Database
	
	HMRC
	Unknown
	NI Extract from UK Data

	HMRC Tax Credits Database
	
	HMRC
	Administration and payment of Tax Credits
	NI Extract from UK Data

	HMRC Child Benefit Database
	
	HMRC
	Administration and payment of Child Benefit
	NI Extract from UK Data

	DELNI Client Management System
	
	DELNI
	Unknown
	NI

	Belfast Regeneration Office (BRO) Management Information System
	
	Belfast Regeneration Office, DSDNI
	Monitoring of funding and outcomes/outputs of regeneration projects including Neighbourhood Renewal and public realm.
	Greater Belfast Area

	North-West Development Office (NWDO) Management Information System
	
	North-West Development Office, DSDNI
	Monitoring of funding of regeneration projects including Neighbourhood Renewal and public realm.
	Londonderry, Strabane and Limavady

	Regional Development Office (RDO) Management Information System
	
	Regional Development Office, DSDNI
	Monitoring of funding of regeneration projects including Neighbourhood Renewal and public realm.
	Areas of NI outwith BRO and NWDO responsibility

	Government Funder’s Database
	
	Voluntary & Community Unit, DSDNI
	Recording and monitoring of voluntary and community organisations; grants available and funding awarded
	Northern Ireland

	Employment and Support Allowance


	Social Security Agency Computer Systems
	Department for Work and Pensions
	Administration and payment of Employment and Support Allowance
	NI Extract from UK Data


Table 4. Detailed information about The Department for Social Development’s governance arrangements for its own administrative or management sources
	Arrangements for providing statistical staff (whether inside or outside the organisation) with access to administrative or management sources for statistical purposes


	Data for official statistics is held on a local server with access controlled by usernames and passwords.
Data which cannot be used for other purposes is held in a secure area of the server with access restricted to named individuals.


	Arrangements for auditing the quality of the original source data 


	Datasets extracted from the Social Security Agency and Child Maintenance and Enforcement Division computer Systems are checked for completeness and consistency of format, claimant counts are also checked against trends.

	Procedures for handling changes, and possible discontinuities, in the underlying source data


	Statistical staff in DWP and DSD are asked as stakeholders to comment on proposed changes to any of the computer systems used to administer benefit payments and child maintenance. 


	Procedures for ensuring the security of the statistical processes which use administrative or management sources 


	The data and the software programs which are used by Analytical Services Unit are stored on a secure server which can only be accessed in a secure environment. Analysis is only carried out or managed by government statisticians.


PAGE  
1

