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Outcome of the consultation on the withdrawal of three National Statistics publications.
Summary:

The Minister has approved the cessation of the three National Statistics publications linked to the Family Resources Survey:

· Pensioners Income Series

· Individuals Incomes Series, and 
· Income Related Benefits, Estimates of Take-Up in Northern Ireland.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Detail:

1. One of the largest surveys that the Department for Social Development (DSD) contributes to is the Family Resources Survey (FRS).  The FRS was launched in Great Britain in 1992 and extended to Northern Ireland in April 2002.  Data is currently available up to 2008/09.  

2. The main objective of the survey was the provision of quantifiable data about living standards and an assessment of the level of interaction that the public had with the social security system. It is currently the only data source for measuring and monitoring poverty in Northern Ireland. The outputs produced from the survey are ‘National Statistics’ and DSD is accountable for their delivery.
3.
Analytical Services Unit commenced a review of the use of three of the National Statistics produced from the survey namely, The Pensioners’ Income Series, The Individual Income Series and Income Related Benefits: Estimates of Take-Up in Northern Ireland. In line with the guidelines set by the UK Statistics Authority, a full public consultation was conducted to assess the views of all stakeholders and customers on the proposed withdrawal of the National Statistics.

The consultation noted the rationale underpinning the possible withdrawal of the three National Statistics namely:
· Some of the information contained within the National Statistics could not be regarded as statistically valid.
· The manpower resources used to produce the National Statistics could be utilised more effectively to meet analytical needs of other strategic priorities within the Department.
· Counterparts in Great Britain have also ceased to produce some of the National Statistics as a result of data quality issues.
· It would be the Department’s intention to continue to provide a service to users through response to any ad hoc requests for data available via the Family Resources Survey but no longer publish the 3 National Statistics. Aggregated data could also be made available for analysis by external organisations on request.

4. The consultation ran for 13 weeks from 3rd of August 2009 to 2nd of November 2009. The consultation documents were sent to 190 stakeholders and interested organisations. These included users of the Family Resources Survey and relevant organisations from the Departments Equality Impact Assessment consultation list. The consultation document and other supporting documentation could also be accessed via the Department’s website. 222 copies of the consultation documents were downloaded via the website as noted in Table 1.
Table 1 
	Consultation Document
	Number of Downloads

	Income Related Benefits Estimates of Take up Series
	109

	Pensioners Income Series
	69

	Individual Incomes Series
	44

	Total
	222


Consultation Responses
5.
In total 7 consultation responses were received. Two of the responses came from organisations which represented a number of groups: Older Peoples Advocate which represents 14 member organisations and Advice NI which represents over 70 member organisations. Four respondents commented on all three National Statistics whilst the remaining responses were specific to only one of the National Statistics. (See Annex 1 for list of respondents and further details of the National Statistics for which responses were received).
6.
Six respondents did not support the withdrawal of the National Statistics, while one was content. The comments received may be summarised as follows:

· If problems exist regarding the quality of the data, further analysis, research and consultation with sector and academics was considered more preferable than the immediate cessation of the National Statistics. 

· Clarification regarding the statistical priorities of the Department was requested.  Consideration of whether efficiencies could be found elsewhere was also requested.
· Concern was expressed  that withdrawal of the Individual and Pensioner Income Series would diminish the production of gender-based analysis particularly in relation to income disparities and would curtail access to a source of equality relevant research information.

· Some respondents pointed to the obligation upon government to make official statistics more freely available in a user friendly format.  The use of media such as the Tabulation Tool developed by the Department for Work and Pensions was therefore suggested.  It was felt that this would provide a necessary level of methodological consistency and accessibility.
· The need to produce a comparative benchmark with Great Britain was stressed particularly in relation to the take-up of social security benefits. 

· While some respondents recognised the data quality issues associated with the Income Related Benefits Estimates of Take-Up Series it was felt that data is still needed to help the Department evaluate the impact of its benefit uptake work and to determine whether levels of unclaimed entitlement are reducing particularly amongst the older sectors of society.  
7. Having given full consideration to the responses received from key users of the National Statistics in question and compared these to the existing and emerging analytical requirements of the Department the minister has approved the cessation of the said publications. 
8. While the Pensioners Incomes Series and Individual Incomes Series National Statistics provide information that may be of relevance to some key stakeholders, the consultation indicated that not all of the existing detail is required.  It is therefore felt that a better use of resources would be to produce a smaller bulletin that details some headline figures.  Queries of a more detailed or specific nature could still be answered on an ad-hoc basis without a significant burden being placed on resources.  
Annex 1: Responses received by Organisation and Publication
	Organisation
	Individual Incomes Series
	Pensioners Income Series
	Income Related Benefits Estimates of Take-Up Series

	A2B- Access to Benefits for Older People
	(
	(
	(

	Advice N.I. (over 70 member organisations)
	(
	(
	(

	CARDI
	 
	(
	 

	SSA Benefit  Entitlement Unit
	(
	(
	(

	Law Centre N.I.
	 
	 
	(

	Queen’s Student Union
	 
	 
	(

	Older People’s Advocate (see below for 14 panel members)
	(
	(
	(


Older People’s Advocate Panel Organisations

Age Concern Northern Ireland

Age Sector Reference Group

Law Centre (N.I.)

Confederation of British Industry

Equality Commission for Northern Ireland

Federation of Small Businesses

Help the Aged Northern Ireland

North Belfast Senior Citizens Forum

Northern Ireland Council/ Irish Congress of Trade Unions                  

Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action

Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission

Older Women’s Network 

Rural Community Network
Voluntary Services Bureau      
Analytical Services Unit 
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