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(\?'tz :
Young, Brian
From: Donnelly, Ciaran
Sent: 01 October 2008 09:26
To: Young, Brian; McGuigan, Jenny
Cc: Johnston, Jackie
Subject: FW: DSD response

Attachments: SF response to DSD west side paper Sept 08.doc

Brian/Jenny,

Sinn Fein's response to the West Side consultation is attached. It was in my in box this morning when | got in
to work and was sent yesterday (30/9/08) at 16.47, so it would seem that it was received in time.

Ciaran

Ciaran Donnelly

Department for Social Development

Belfast City Centre Regeneration Directorate
2nd Floor, Lesley House

25 Wellington Place

Belfast BT1 6GD

Tel 028 90 277625

ext. 85625

From: Fra McCann [mailto:framccann@hotmail.com]
Sent: 30 September 2008 16:47

To: Donnelly, Ciaran '

Subject: FW: DSD response

From: ciaran.kearney@sinn-fein.ie

To: framccann@hotmail.com

CC: maskeyp@googlemail.com; eamonn.scott@sinn-fein.ie; rosiemccorley@hotmail.com
Date: Tue, 30 Sep 2008 16:38:43 +0100

Subject: DSD response

Seo duit a chara

Office of Mr Gerry Adams, MP, MLA
President of Sinn Féin

Get Hotmail on your mobile from Vodafone Try it Now

01/10/2008



Sinn Fein response to DSD ‘west side’ consultation

For many years, Sinn Fein has been making the case, in conjunction with
local business people, traders, community activists and residents groups for a
strategic investment plan for the intersection between west Belfast and the
city centre.

It is against that backdrop that we assess and respond to the recent DSD
“west side” consultation paper, which raises many concerns, in its contents
and its omissions.

Policy context

The concept of gateway to the west in the vicinity of Divis St and Castel St
has been under discussion by a range of local representatives for some time.
Ensuring there is an economic corridor between lower Falls and Shankill Divis
St and Castle St to connect the west of the city to the rest of Belfast was first
heralded in the West Belfast and Shankill Economic Task Force report 2002.
The West Belfast and Shankill Task Force report is given a renewed mandate
in the Programme for Government 2008-2011 and as such, all departments
including DSD are supposed to be implementing the recommendations arising
from that report.

This begs questions about how any DSD consultation paper might serve to
deliver the broader policy objectives which govern the Department.

We note with concern that the DSD ‘west side’ proposals make no reference
to this governing policy framework, nor to the specific concept of a gateway to
west Belfast. Brief reference is made to An Ceathri Gaeltachta / the
Gaeltacht Quarter, which was a core element of the Task Force report.
However, there is no evidence that the DSD proposals cherish the Irish
heritage intrinsic to the An Ceathri Gaeltachta or set out how DSD would
facilitate and invest in this as the cultural and economic catalyst for
regeneration in the area connecting the city centre to west Belfast.

Proposals relevant to An Ceathri Gaeltachta including bilingual signage
schemes, public artwork, performance space for cultural events such as Féile
an Phobail and proposals for cultural tours and walkways all need to be
reflected explicitly in any proposals for future regeneration.

Connecting the west to the rest of Belfast

Sinn Fein have welcomed those other major regeneration developments
which have occurred in Belfast city Centre. We have also raised our concerns
that political considerations have been to the fore in the order in which the city
centre and its surrounds have been developed. There has been a significant
drift of the core of the city centre eastwards.

The huge financial investment in Laganside, Victoria Square, Cathedral
Quarter and Royal Exchange when completed will provide a much needed



impetus in the provision of high quality shopping, leisure, and social provision
in the way of café’s and restaurant’s in Belfast.

However, the suggestion that DSD should slavishly adhere to a ‘sequential
development’ policy for Belfast is not one we accept. Particularly because the
policy in question does not appear to serve the needs of the most
disadvantaged communities and areas in this city. It has also been claimed
that DSD’s sequential development policy has been used as an excuse by
DSD officials to impede multi-million pound investment proposals by certain
private developers in the area under discussion. If this is true, then greater
questions have to be asked about the commitment of DSD to the regeneration
of this area and the prioritisation of social need

That concern is underlined by DSD’s consultation paper where it states that,
‘it does not anticipate bringing foreword any comprehensive development
scheme for this area at present”.

If DSD refuse to make substantial investment in the regeneration of the area,
and interfere with investment by private developers, then the “west side”
consultation is an empty gesture.

The North and West sectors of the city are already neglected. The dereliction
and vacant sites which exist are a testimony of government inaction and with
the exception of Castle Court the surrounding area has seen a sharp decline.
It is our view, based on present indicators, that it could be 15 to 20 years
before government tackles the North and West Sector of Belfast with the
same vigour which they adopted for the eastern side of the city.

DSD needs to set out its development timetable and show how this responds
to the spread of social and economic need within Belfast.

Dereliction of the area

The South West Quarter of Belfast has played a significant role in the
development of Belfast as a city. It is steeped in history and has provided in
the past both a residential and a retail core in West Belfast, it has been
allowed to fall into dereliction and disrepair.

The formation of the Castle Street Traders Association several years ago
highlighted many of the deficiencies and problems faced by business people
in trying to provide a service for those who use this area. This must be
commended and supported by all especially the statutory authorities including
government departments who have by passed this area in terms of
regeneration and provision of grants which would have allowed local business
people to develop their properties to a standard expected by those who would
use the various outlets in the area.

The Department of Social Development also said that in order to address
issues of disrepair they would prioritise investment in the public realm
strategy. This is to be welcomed but new pavements and street lights and the
relaying of streets is a long way from the aspirations of local traders, elected



representatives, and voluntary groups . We want to see DSD tackling the
severe dereliction which exists in the Castle Street area, and the provision of
resources in the way of grants which would allow businesses to carry out
much needed work in the castle Street Area.

Pedestrian zones

The main thrust of this regeneration strategy is focused on the lower Castle
Street, Fountain Street, Collage Street, Wellington Place and Queen Street at
the city centre side of this regeneration district. It is proposed that area is
pedestrianised, have a new square in place to make the area a hub of
socialising, entertaining and shopping. If done properly this may eventually
gain local approval. However, the Minister needs to spell out what resources
her department will make available to make this happen, what range of
funding is available to make this happen and what time scale has been
attached to the completion of this project.

The Bank square is a unique area which contains the oldest Catholic Church
in Belfast, one of the oldest pubs in the city and the document sets out the
department’s vision of providing a small two story building behind the service
yard of a major shopping store.

Sinn Fein believes the square has greater potential and that more thought
needs to be put into this proposal. The land could be used to build a number
of small restaurants, café’s, and shops. We also believe that the development
must enhance the church and the uniqueness and history of the area.
Facilities for performance space and cultural events associated with An
Ceathru Gaeltachta is one aspect of the development of this area which
needs support.

When discussions are taking place on pedestrianising the Chapel Lane and
Bank Square area provision needs to be made for people with disabilities
attending services at the church and allow for funeral directors to gain excess
to the doors of the chapel.

Sinn Fein believes that careful consideration needs to be given to the
development of this square with the building of a small piazza with restaurants
and shops. Any design should be done through engagement with those
already based in the area, and those who have helped to make creative
community or commercial use of the area in recent years.

The proposed art feature or fountain which may also form part of the brief,
must be set against a firm time frame and reflect the history of the area, and
the concept of An Ceathri Gaeltachta

The proposals for the Fountain Street, College Street area will we believe give
a major lift to this part of this area. The creation of a new street or square
through Queen Street could prove a major attraction and became a hub for
tourists and local people and provide the lift this part of the area requires.



Sinn Fein may support such an idea, but again we need to hear how this
proposal is moved from a concept to reality. The document speaks of potential
development partners but does not elaborate on this or explain if any such
partners exist or what time frame the DSD are working towards for the
completion of this project or what investment the minister of Social
Development intends to put into this project, this information is essential if
stakeholders are to have confidence in these proposals.

The proposals for the Castle Street area heading west from Queen Street to
King Street are very vague with no substantial suggestions except to say that
the block taking in Marques Street and King Street may be right for a hotel,
retail and residential use.

It also recognises that this area has significant levels of dereliction and
presents a poor gateway to West Belfast. Traders, political representatives,
and others from West Belfast have been saying this for years and have been
asking for DSD investment in the area.

What is required is a master plan for this section and the area needs to be
treated in a similar way to other parts of the city, including the Bank Square
and Fountain Street areas. There needs to be a coherent approach taken to
all of this as to how each area fits into the overall scheme.

‘Streetscaping’

The document speaks of streetscape, street character and the historical street
plan 1860 still in existence, but this will not be the case if an over all strategy
is not put in place as we will end up with disjointed developments totally out
of character with the surrounding area.

Sinn Fein believes that this area is again being ignored in the broad scheme
of things. Many thousands of residents from West and North Belfast alight
from black taxis at the corner of King Street every year to shop in the city
centre but many pass straight through this street because of the dereliction
which exists. One third of the population of Belfast live in the West Belfast
area many thousands pass through this street every week. It seems that
those responsible for development of the city centre , including DSD, have not
yet factored the reality of west Belfast’'s growing population into the priority
given to areas for regeneration.

That should priority ought to be manifest in these DSD proposals.

Given the meetings which have taken place between Local Traders, Sinn Fein
elected representatives and BRO city centre regeneration over many years
and the belief that finally something is about to be done we are disappointed
that once again this area is to be by passed for investment by government.

Sinn Fein is concerned that Castle Street and its surrounds which is called the
Gate Way to West Belfast is not to be included in the broad development of
the area. We believe that only a proper strategy with investment set against
time frames for development completion will work in this area. We would






